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President Mohamed Muizzu’s state visit to 
Pakistan from October 20 to 22, 2026 marks a 
significant diplomatic engagement, being the 
first visit by a Maldivian president to Pakistan 
in 11 years. The visit also coincides with the 
60th anniversary of the establishment of 
diplomatic relations between the two 
countries in 1966. 
 
President Dr. Mohamed Muizzu is visiting 
Pakistan at the invitation of Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif, accompanied by First Lady 
Sajidha Mohamed and a high-level delegation 
comprising cabinet ministers and senior 
officials. The program includes a meeting with 
President Asif Ali Zardari (who will host a state 
banquet) and restricted plus delegation-level 
talks with Prime Minister Sharif. The leaders 
are expected to review the full spectrum of 
bilateral relations and explore opportunities to 
expand cooperation across trade, investment, 
health, education, tourism, agriculture, 
defense, maritime security, climate change, 
and people-to-people exchanges. The visit is 
also expected to feature the signing of several 
memorandums of understanding (MoUs) and 
agreements, reportedly numbering around a 
dozen, as well as Pakistan-Maldives Business 
Forum in Islamabad. 
 
Historical Foundations and Renewed Bilateral 
Engagement 
Diplomatic relations between Pakistan and the 
Maldives date back to July 26, 1966. High-level 
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engagement has been intermittent, with the 
previous visit by Maldivian President Abdulla 
Yameen to Pakistan taking place in May 2015. 
The current visit therefore represents a 
concerted effort to renew and institutionalize 
bilateral ties after an 11-year gap. Both sides 
describe their relationship as rooted in shared 
faith, mutual respect, and longstanding 
goodwill. President Muizzu’s “Maldives First” 
foreign policy emphasizes practical 
partnerships that support national 
development, while Pakistan views the 
engagement as an opportunity to strengthen 
fraternal relations with a fellow Indian Ocean 
nation and partner in the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation (OIC). 
 
Economic and Institutional Cooperation 
A central focus of the visit is economic 
diversification and practical connectivity. The 
Pakistan-Maldives Business Forum aims to 
bring together business and investor 
communities and identify opportunities in 
infrastructure, digital technology, 
agribusiness, pharmaceuticals, and related 
sectors. Expected outcomes include progress 
toward sector-specific Joint Working Groups in 
areas such as tourism, trade, labor, and civil 
aviation, as well as potential agreements on 
direct air links—an area repeatedly highlighted 
in preparatory reporting. 
 
Trade volumes remain modest relative to the 
potential of both countries; therefore, the visit 
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is positioned as a catalyst for addressing 
existing barriers to cooperation rather than 
bringing about immediate transformation. 
Institutional mechanisms including 
memorandums of understanding (MoUs) and 
working groups, are intended to establish 
mechanisms for sustained cooperation 
beyond the visit. 
 
Strategic, Maritime, and Regional Dimensions 
Both countries occupy strategically important 
positions in the Indian Ocean and share 
interests in maritime security, climate 
resilience, and regional stability. Discussions 
are expected to cover defense and maritime 
cooperation alongside climate change-related 
advocacy—issues of particular importance for 
the low-lying Maldives. On the multilateral 
front, the agenda is likely to include 
coordination at the United Nations and the 
OIC, as well as discussions on the potential 
revitalization of the South Asian Association 
for Regional Cooperation (SAARC). 
 
These discussions take place against a 
backdrop of shifting Indian Ocean dynamics. 
The Maldives has sought to maintain balanced 
relations with major powers; India has recently 
extended financial support (including a 
currency-swap facility), while President 
Muizzu’s outreach to Pakistan reflects the 
Maldives’ continued pursuit of a multi-
alignment foreign policy. The visit is therefore 
being watched closely in regional capitals as an 
indicator of Malé’s broader diplomatic 
posture. 
 
Education, Healthcare, and People-to-People 
Cooperation 
Pakistan has longstanding record of providing 
capacity-building support, most notably in 
education and healthcare. A notable example 
is its assistance in establishing the Maldives’ 
first School of Medicine, which graduated its 
inaugural cohort of MBBS students in 2024. 
The current visit offers an opportunity to build 
on this legacy by expanding cooperation in 
education, healthcare, and other human-
development sectors, thereby strengthening 
people-to-people ties and reinforcing the long-
term foundations of bilateral relations.  

Overall Assessment 
The visit is significant not for any single 
dramatic breakthrough, but for its timing and 
institutional intent. Taking place after an 11-
year hiatus in presidential-level engagement 
and coinciding with the diamond anniversary 
of diplomatic relations, it provides an 
opportunity to translate goodwill into tangible 
outcomes through business engagement, 
sectoral working groups, and a package of 
memorandums of understanding (MoUs). Its 
success will depend on the quality and 
implementation of the agreements signed, 
progress in air connectivity and trade 
facilitation, and whether the newly 
established working groups become active 
mechanisms for sustained cooperation rather 
than dormant documents. 
 
For Pakistan, the engagement reinforces its 
diplomatic outreach to Indian Ocean and 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 
partners. For the Maldives, it advances a 
pragmatic “Maldives First” foreign policy that 
prioritizes diversified partnerships. Regional 
observers will watch for concrete outcomes in 
defense and maritime cooperation, as well as 
any indications of renewed engagement with 
the South Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC). Ultimately, the visit’s 
principal value lies in establishing institutional 
mechanisms for sustained bilateral 
cooperation. It represents a measured, 
opportunity-driven reset rather than a 
transformational strategic shift, aligning with 
the current priorities and capacities of both 
countries. 
 


