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Introduction 
 

On February 24, 2022, a full-fledged war broke out between Russia and Ukraine on the issue of the 

expansion of North Atlantic Treaty (NATO). Russia launched a massive attack on Ukraine to preempt it 

from joining the alliance as it viewed it as a clear attempt by the Western powers to circumvent it. On the 

other hand, Ukraine contended that as a sovereign country it was within its power to take any decision in 

this regard. 

As anticipated, the war has assumed a global dimension with the direct support and backing of Ukraine by 

the Western powers en bloc while Russia going to the extent of putting its nuclear forces on high alert. 

Besides creating a massive human crisis, the war has also impacted badly on the global economy as the oil 

and gas prices have gone sky high and the world is reeling through a great economic challenge. Another 

interesting aspect of the emerging situation is that almost every country in the world is under a tremendous 

pressure to pick sides on the issue which has pushed especially weaker countries into a quite awkward 

situation. 

To discuss various dimensions of the situation, IPS organized a one-day international hybrid conference on 

“Russia-Ukraine War: Causes, Dynamics and Implications”. The conference was divided into three sessions 

to discuss three distinct themes. The first session was dedicated to closely examine the contending positions 

of the parties directly involved in the war: Russia and Ukraine. An attempt was also made to decipher the 

Western perspective on the issue. Scholars from Pakistan, Russia and the US shared their viewpoint on the 

issue.  

The second session was aimed at examining the positions taken by India and China on the issue. A special 

look was given at the potential role of China to defuse the situation and emerge as a bigger player on the 

international scene. 

In the last and final session, a critique of the response of Pakistan and the Muslim world was made to the 

issue. The session also looked into the question that what options they have to protect their interests and 

influence the situation to a positive end.   

In total, 16 presentations and three question answer sessions constituted the conference proceedings. 
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Executive Summary 
 

On February 24, 2022, a full-fledged war broke out between Russia and Ukraine on the issue of the 

expansion of North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). Russia launched a massive attack on Ukraine 

to preempt it from joining the alliance as it viewed it as a clear attempt by the Western powers to circumvent 

it. On the other hand, Ukraine contended that as a sovereign country it was within its power to take any 

decision in this regard. 

The war has taken the whole world by storm and divided it into different blocks and camps. Alarmingly, 

over 50,000 foreign fighters have purportedly reached Ukraine to take part in a “holy war” against Orthodox 

Christian Russia. Coming from different countries, they seek to create the dominance of the white race over 

others and has suddenly been given a free hand to promote their ideology.  

While examining the underlying causes of the war, it needs to be emphasized that we are today living under 

a world order designed and imposed by the US which has quite conveniently used NATO as a potent tool 

to advance its geo-strategic objectives in different parts of the world. Encouraged by the US, Ukraine 

backed out of Minsk agreements signed in 2014 and later, which guaranteed the reintegration of the eastern 

parts of Ukraine with the mainland while providing constitutional protection and safeguards to their 

Russian-speaking population.  

Can China as an emerging world power can play a role to amicably resolve this crisis? While looking into 

this question, it is important to realize that though bilateral trade and defense ties between China and Russia 

have indeed increased tremendously in the past few years, the US and European Union are the key trading 

partners of China which cannot antagonize them to lose a big market. The war should come as a great 

reminder to China to work for peace, security, and prosperity in its neighborhood as any political turmoil 

or economic disorder will only provide a handy opportunity to the US-led forces to establish a strong 

foothold therein at the cost of the geo-strategic and economic interests of Beijing.  

So far as India is concerned, the modernization and equipment of the its army are heavily dependent upon 

Russia as the two sides only recently signed a deal worth $5.443 billion for the S-400 defense system. India 

may have to confront with a great crisis if the war drags on and Russia becomes unable to meet its defense 

needs and requirements. 

As far as Pakistan, the US-led western block has today very little to offer to it even if it openly supports 

Ukraine against Russia. Though it has good friendly relations with Ukraine, especially in the realm of 

defense cooperation, it needs to engage Russia and go ahead with the recently concluded agreements with 

it.   

The Russia-Ukraine crisis must be received as an eye-opener by the Muslim world and force the OIC to 

work for a monetary union or a common market of its member countries. If we look at the Muslim world 

today, most of the countries are very weak and would not be able to survive such sanctions as faced by 

Russia. Such a monetary union or common market would also help safeguard the Muslim countries against 

economic sanctions in case of any eventuality. 

Finally, Ukraine has made a terrible mistake by engaging in a full-fledged war with Russia to become a 

NATO member to ensure its territorial integrity. No matter how long the war drags on, it is now clear 

enough that Ukraine will have to sacrifice a lot, both in terms of territorial integrity and political sovereignty 

to make a peace deal with Moscow. 

The best possible solution under prevailing circumstances would be that Ukraine declares itself a neutral 

state but is allowed to join the European Union to become a part of its economic order. That can be a kind 

of diplomatic solution to the crisis, while safeguarding the diverse interests of the two sides, simultaneously.  
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A lasting solution to the ongoing war requires that geostrategic and security concerns of Russia are taken 

into due consideration and addressed, accordingly.  
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Concept Note 
 

Ukraine Russia War: Geo-Strategic and Economic Implications for Pakistan, China & Middle 

East Countries 

 

Ukraine Russia war has taken the world by storm and it is apprehended that it can soon turn into a much 

bigger conflict with drastic implications, especially for the neighboring countries, if immediate actions not 

taken to defuse the situation. Unfortunately, no tangible effort or intervention has hitherto been made from 

any side to settle the issue without any more bloodletting. World powers, such the US, have only added fuel 

to the fire to buttress their varying interests in the region and beyond. 

Immediate Fall Out 

 The immediate impact of the war has been drastic as the world economy is especially under strain due to 

it. The prices of oil and gas have gone sky high which have led to deep unrest the world over. It is 

apprehended that they can go as high as $300 per barrel which could create economic crisis in many 

countries. 

Possible Scenarios 

 Russian emerges as a victor and achieves its objectives in the war. It shall clearly signal that the era 

of unipolar world is over and Russia is ready to lead its allied countries. It shall clearly change the 

equilibrium of power in the world as it is today. 

 Russia is defeated or is made to wind up the military operation without achieving much. It shall, 

for all practical purposes, reinforce the supremacy of the US in the world and the world would 

remain revolving around a unipolar system. 

Pressure on Pakistan: 

Though not a direct party to the conflict, Pakistan is also poised to face the fallout of it in coming days. It 

is constantly under pressure from the US and European Union (EU) to shun neutrality and join the western 

block against Russian in the conflict. It is truly a catch 22 like situation: Pakistan can neither antagonize 

Russia with whom it is deeply engaged with at the moment to repair its relations after decades of acrimony; 

on the other, it cannot afford to strain its relations with the US and EU which are its biggest trade partners 

and close friends.  

Roundtable on the Issue 

with this in the backdrop, a roundtable is proposed to discuss the emerging situation and recommend a 

balanced course of action to the concerned circles. Participated by area experts, defense and political 

analysts and academics, it shall discuss the issue in its larger context with a special reference to its fall out 

on the regional countries including Pakistan, China, and Middle East.  

Thematic Topics of Discussion 

1. A closer review of the ground situation: Russian and Ukrainian Perspectives  

2. Impact of the War on global politics with a special reference to China and the Middle East 

Countries 

3. Likely impact of the war on Pakistan and its response 

Key Objectives 

1. To discuss and make a fair assessment of the ongoing war between Ukraine and Russia 

2. To comprehend the likely impact of the war on the geo-strategic and economic landscape of the 

world 
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3. To assess the likely impact of the war on regional countries, including Pakistan, China, and Middle 

East 

4. To engage policy makers, strategists, defense and political analysts and academia to generate a 

healthy debate on the issue, otherwise hardly being discussed at policy level in Pakistan 

Target Audience 

Policy makers, politicians, defense and political analysts, media persons, and diplomatic community 

Date & Time: March 30, 2022. 10: am – 5 pm 
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Program Schedule 
 

 

Date & Day: 
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Time: 
 

10 am-5:00 pm 

Venue: 
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Islamabad 

 

Inaugural Session (10:00 am – 11:30 am) 

Chair: Dr. Tughral Yamin, Deputy Dean CIPS, NUST 
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10:5 am -10:15 am Welcome Address Vice Chairman IPS Amb 
(retd) Syed Abrar Hussain 

10:15 am –10:30 am Russia-Ukraine War: An 
Overview 

Dr. Khuram Iqbal, HoD, IR 
Department, NDUI 

10:30 am – 10:45 am Russian Perspective on the 
War: Background: Current 
Situation and Future 
Challenges 

Dr. Ivan Safranchuk, Director, 

Center for Euro-Asian Studies, 

MGIMO University 

10:45 am -11:00 am Ukraine Crisis: What it Means 
for the West?  

Dr. Akis Kalaitzidis, Prof. IR, 

University of Central Missouri, 

USA 

11:00 am-11:30 am Q&A Session/Remarks by 
Chair 

 

 

Session Two (11:45 am-1:30 pm) 

Chair: Khalid Rahman, Chairman IPS 

Time Topic Speaker 

11:45 am – 12:00 Noon China and the War in its 
Neighborhood: Challenges and 
Opportunities 

Prof. Zhang Jiegen, Institute of 
International Studies, Fudan 
University, China 

12:00 Noon– 12:15 pm India and the Ukraine Crisis: 
Immediate Challenges Vs 
Long-term Implications  

Dr. Asma Shakir Khawaja, 
Strategic Studies Department, 
NDUI 

12:15 pm – 12:30 pm Ukraine Crisis: A Closer Look 
at China’s Reaction and 
Possible Role in Creating a 
New World Order  

Ambassador (retd) Masood 
Khalid, Pakistan's former 
ambassador to China 
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12:45 pm – 1:00 pm Recap of the Proceedings of 
Session one & two 

Syed Muhammad Ali, Director 
Center for Aerospace & 
Security Studies (CAAS) 

1:00 pm – 1:20 pm Q & Session/Remarks 
by the Chair 

 

 

Session Three (2:15 pm – 5:00 pm) 

Chair: Dr. Syed Rifaat Hussain, Department of Government Policy & Public 
Administration, NUST 

Time Activity Speaker 

2:15 pm – 2:35 pm Ukraine Crisis: Implications, 
Options and Challenges for 
Pakistan 

Amb (retd) Zamir Akram, Advisor, 
Strategic Plans Division/Former 
Permanent Representative of 
Pakistan to UN 

2:35 pm– 2:55 pm Muslim World Response to the 
Ukraine Crisis and the Question 
of Western Arm Twisting  

Dr. Bakare Najimdeen, Center for 
International Peace and Stability, 
NUST) 

2:55 pm – 3:15 pm Discussant Brig (retd) Said Nazeer, Senior IPS 
Associate 

3:15 pm – 3:35 pm Russia-Ukraine War and its 
Impact on Global IT and 
Banking System 

Brig (retd) Dr. Atique Ur Rahman, 
Former Director Media ISPR and 
CPEC Authority 

3:35 pm – 4:15 pm Q&A Session  

4:15 – 4:30 Remarks 
by the Chair 

Dr. Syed Rifaat Hussain, 
Department of Government Policy 
& Public Administration, NUST 
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Conference Proceedings 
 

 

Session One 

Understanding the Perspectives of Contending Parties 

 

The first session of the conference was dedicated to a broader overview of the conflict between Russia and 

Ukraine and the respective positions of the directly involved parties. Three presentations were made on the 

issue, besides welcome remarks by the Vice Chairman of IPS Ambassador (r) Syed Abrar Hussain. 

----- 

Welcome Address  

Ambassador (r) Syed Abrar Hussain 

Vice Chairman, Institute of Policy Studies, Islamabad 

Honorable Chair of the session Dr. Tughral Yamin, distinguished guests, ladies and 

gentlemen. 

Honorable Chair of the session Dr. Tughral Yamin, learned speakers, ladies and 

gentlemen! 

 it’s my privilege to welcome you all to this conference organized by the Institute of 

Policy Studies, Islamabad to discuss the causes, dynamics and implications of the Russia Ukraine war. This 

war is undoubtedly affecting the whole world in one way or the other. Politically speaking, it has divided 

the world into three camps: those who support Ukraine, those who are staying neutral, and, finally, those 

who justify the Russian invasion of an independent country. I just wish to invite your attention to a couple 

of immediate fallouts of this conflict:  

First, it has diverted the attention from Afghanistan and made it a yesterday’s crisis. It has also delayed 

Iran’s efforts to restore a deal with the world powers on the issue of its nuclear program. Some analysts 

also believe that, because of this war, traditional regional and international power dynamics could be shifting 

and the Russian relations with the Central Asian Republics are no more as strong and vibrant as they have 

been before.  

The economic impact of this war is even more significant. Global oil prices have gone so high never seen 

in decades; Europe which depends on Russia for natural gas supply will now have to look for alternate 

options, such as Qatar and Algeria. Russia and Ukraine together account for a quarter of the world wheat 
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export. Nearly half of Ukrainian wheat export goes to North Africa and the Middle East. The interruption 

of the supply chain thus can lead to a serious economic or maybe humanitarian crisis.  

According to the World Bank, the Ukraine war is an economic catastrophe. Therefore, it is not just a 

localized war between two countries but it has a global fallout with various dimensions to look into.  

To discuss different dimensions of this conflict, we have, apart from others, three learned speakers from 

Russian, Ukrainian, and US universities. We also have a penal of speakers belonging to academia, Foreign 

Service, and defense.  

I welcome you all to this conference and look forward to a very healthy and useful discussion on the issue. 

I thank you all! 

----- 

Russia-Ukraine War: An Overview 
Dr. Khuram Iqbal 

Chairman, International Relations Department 

National Defence University (NDU), Islamabad 

Chair of the session Dr. Tughral Yamin, Vice Chairman IPS, ladies and gentlemen! 

Although I have been asked to give you an overview of the war between Russia and 

Ukraine. But, let me take a bit of liberty to share with you my insight on the issue as 

well. 

I would of course like to speak a bit about the causes and implications of this war, but 

would especially like to highlight how it has emboldened far-right extremists in Europe 

and the implications of it for the world at large and the Muslims in particular. 

Ladies and gentlemen! It is often said that plans and truth are the first casualties of war. There are currently 

many versions of the truths we are coming across with. For instance, the Russians are portraying it as a 

preemptive strike to stop the expansion of NATO in its neighborhood, while the Ukrainians as part of a 

grand strategy of Russia to restore the USSR and its lost glory.  

When we talk of the Western perspective on the war, I think we should take it with a pinch of salt given its 

long history of the sophisticated use of information and disinformation as a tool of an imperialistic strategy. 

We can see how in the last few years China and Russia have been marked as a potential threat to the Western 

hegemonic order after the cold war. Therefore, the Western projection of Russia could be anything but 

objective.  

This war has generated a multitude of global responses. Some countries have taken a clear side but many 

others have opted for neutrality on the issue. But, as Churchill once said, neutrality in the course of a war 

is a luxury that any country can afford. Therefore, I strongly believe that this luxury to stay neutral will soon 

dissipate and smaller and medium powers will be pushed to take sides.  

I think in the Southern sphere of the world there is a tendency to look at the war from an anti-imperialistic 

perspective. At the societal level, president Putin in these countries is being seen as an exception to the US 

imperialism which, after the end of the cold war, made quite a few illegal invasions in the Muslim countries 

in particular. CIA sponsored colored revolutions and regime change operations were part of such invasions. 

The installed governments and regimes were more inclined to serve the cause of the US than that of their 

own people. 

Unfortunately, this has hardly found any resonance in the official discourse in the third world because of 

the strong client master relationship under the international order. When we talk of the responses from the 
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global South, they are also quite diverse. The US and the Western countries are looking at this war as an 

opportunity to isolate Russia, diplomatically, militarily, and economically.  

As for economic isolation, the Western choices are quite curtailed due to its reliance on the Russian energy 

supply. The current German chancellor has said only last week that an economic embargo on the Russian 

energy supply will create an economic crisis in Europe, worse than the one it faced in the 1930s. Seeking a 

substitute for Russian energy would be a great challenge for the West because Europe depends on Russia 

for 30% of its crude oil and 50% of its petroleum products.  

As Amb Abrar Hussain also mentioned that some countries are trying to replace Russia as a source of oil 

supply to Europe but it is practically impossible. Qatar, the third-largest natural gas producer, has also said 

that replacing Russia as a natural gas supplier is impossible because of the demand and supply issues.  

So, we can say that the Russians have weaponized their energy sources in the same way as the West has 

done it with its financial institutions.  

But what is more alarming to me as a student of counter-terrorism and extremism is the rise of far-right 

extremists in Europe against Russia as a result of this war. According to different reports, approximately 

50 thousand far-rights have already reached Ukraine to take part in a holy war against Russia. So, Russia is 

again facing a Jihad of a different version in its neighborhood.  This time around, not by the turbaned 

Afghan Mujahideen but white-colored extremists.  

The extremists have come to Ukraine from 52 different countries, including the US, UK, Australia, Canada, 

Germany, and Eastern Europe which is in the tight grip of the white extremism. The extremists are in 

control of them. For example, Justice and Law Party has been in power in Poland for the last six years. 

These extremists travel to Ukraine and are then trained by Azoaf Battalion over there. This extremist 

Ukrainian group was banned recently in different Western countries but as soon as it started serving the 

geo-strategic interests of the US and its allies, it is no more taken as a banned entity.  

This battalion ascribes to the ideology which believes in the dominance of the white race over others. Andry 

Biksy, the founder of this battalion, is on record to have said in 2010 that the national purpose of Ukraine 

is to lead the white race in the world in the final crusade. Little surprise, he became a member of the Ukraine 

parliament in 2014 and was at the forefront of the protest labeled by the West as “Ukraine Spring.” Strange, 

the Western media portrayed him as a champion of human rights and liberalism while he openly believed 

in white racism.  

Let me say that while racism is a cause as well as a consequence of this war. Sight Intelligence Group which 

monitors the activities of extremists of all sorts has reported that there is a rise in support for Ukraine in 

the virtual circles of far-right extremists.  

Now, it is important to note that the total number of far-right extremists – 50 thousand – who have joined 

Ukraine to fight against Russia is far higher than those who were part of Daesh in Syria even at its peak. 

The Western media interestingly labeled them as Jihadi terrorists but the acts of white racists are being 

praised as “incredible acts of velour by the sons of the soil”. That is the dichotomy we see in the Western 

media when we look at it on the issue of so-called Islamic terrorism and the white race extremism.  

Before I conclude, I present three points to ponder over: 

 First, no matter which side wins, Ukraine has emerged as a breeding ground of far-right extremism. 

Thousands of extremists are fighting in Ukraine, getting combat experience, and will return home to make 

life hell for the overseas, especially the Muslims. The European countries must enact laws to discourage 

their citizens to travel to Ukraine and become a part of the ongoing war. They had done it to discourage 

their Muslim citizens to travel to the Middle East and join Daesh. France, Germany, and a few more 

countries took this step some days back but the US and UK, the two most important sources of white 

extremists’ providers, are yet to give a policy statement on this issue. 



 

12 Summary of Conference Proceedings | Russia-Ukraine War: Causes, Dynamics and Implications 

Second, there is also a very strong ideological dimension to this war. It also exposes some of the deep-

seated differences or disputes within Christianity, or for that matter, between Rome and Orthodox Russia. 

I think those working on counter-terrorism and counter-extremism, must look into this issue also and 

decipher the reasons behind this before suggesting any way out. 

 Third, it is now very much clear that the West is ready to tolerate extremism and racism as long as they 

serve its geopolitical and economic agenda. We have seen it in the Jihad against USSR in Afghanistan. We 

are today seeing it in India where an ultra-right, extremist and militant organization is brought into power 

for the second time but it continues to be the darling of America and its Western allies. We are witnessing 

this in the case of Ukraine as well. As long as these battalions are there to fight Russia, it is most unlikely 

that they will face any punitive action. Various international instruments, such as FATF, will be used against 

countries like Pakistan and the green variant of extremism which supposedly challenges the Western 

hegemony. The rest of the variants will be considered good boys as long as they continue fulfilling the 

western agenda. 

Thank you very much 

----- 

 

Concluding Remarks by the Session’s Chair 
Brigadier (retd) Dr Tughral Yamin 

Associate Dean, Centre for International Peace and Stability (CIPS) 

National University of Science & Technology (NUST) 

Thank you so much Dr. Khurram Iqbal for such a wonderful presentation. I think 

you have made a great point because the presence of the far-right elements in Ukraine 

is not a secret.  

It is true that as long as far-right groups toe the Western agenda, they are most 

welcomed and patronized. You have also very correctly pointed out the upsurge of 

racism in Europe, such as in Hungary and Germany. Racism is a very strong element 

there. I once again thank you for bringing this point to the table and do hope that it will come under 

discussion in the next sessions as well.   

----- 

Russian Perspective on the War: Background, Current Situation and Future Challenges 
Dr. Ivan Safranchuk  

Director, Center for Euro-Asian Studies  

MGIMO University, Russia 

Thank you so much Mr. Chair. I also wish to thank IPS for the opportunity to share my 

views with the audience on a highly important issue.  

Let me at the very outset make a disclaimer that though I am a full-time employee of a 

university that works under the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, I represent myself as 

an independent researcher, not as an official of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

From the Russian perspective, there are several layers of the conflict it has with Ukraine at the moment. 

There is a global context, which is very much about the rules of the game imposed by the West after the 

cold war. Russia, like many other countries in the world, is not happy with them and has been suggesting 

at different forums to revise them but they were dismissed. The last time it happened this year was when 

Russia presented it to NATO and the US. 
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The second aspect of the conflict is regional and is related to NATO and its expansion. I understand that 

there has been an argument that NATO is not expanding but some new countries are just wishing to join 

it.  If other countries are interested in joining it, NATO should not close its door to them. No country 

should be denied the freedom of choice to be part of some alliance.  

This argument was perhaps true for the 1990s but it is no truer in the post-2008 era.  Bucharest Summit in 

this regard is very important as it made it clear enough that the US was in fact pushing some countries to 

join NATO.  Till 2007, all the European countries were one voice that acceptance of Georgia and Ukraine 

as members of NATO was simply out of question. However, the situation changed as the US Secretary of 

State Condoleezza Rice in 2008 launched strong lobbying for their membership in NATO. 

It was despite the fact that no country was ready to support such a controversial idea but the US wanted it 

to happen because it wanted to give a clear signal to Russia that countries like Ukraine and Georgia were 

out of its sphere of influence. After this, NATO made it a part of its agenda to include these countries in 

its folder. We can see how the Ukrainian elite intensified its efforts for membership in the alliance ever 

since.  

The next layer is also regional, perhaps to some extent bilateral. It is Munich Agreement. The provisions of 

the first and second Munich Agreement were quite simple: it was to reintegrate the East of Ukraine into 

Ukraine but it will provide the population in the East to have the rights to speak Russian, to have education 

in the Russian language, to have access to the Russian culture, and have political rights as the citizens of 

Ukraine. These people were to be provided with institutional guarantees for the protection of their identity.  

However, Ukraine did not bother to comply with these agreements and went to the extent of calling them 

as dead. It was also a great shock to Russia that the Western countries who were a guarantor of these 

agreements also sided with Ukraine on the issue. Russia provided numerous pieces of evidence to the 

countries like France and Germany about the violations of the Munich Agreements but they just paid no 

heed to the Russian concerns.  

At the same time, Russian military and diplomatic sources continuously provided credible reports to the 

government that Ukraine was planning a military operation against Luhansk and Donetsk republics in the 

Eastern region which declared their independence in 20214. So, all these factors have come together to 

bring the situation to this pass between Russia and Ukraine.  

Therefore, Russia was left with no choice but to launch this military operation against Ukraine. It was not 

a matter of choice but compulsion. Let me also underline that Russia was definitely preparing for the 

Western sanctions but nobody was perhaps expecting that they would be of such a magnitude and scale.  

Though Russia would certainly like to keep the military operation as limited as possible but such operations 

are not uncommon in international relations. The US has applied the use of force option in different 

countries, such as Yugoslavia, Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya, and Syria. Never forget that the US has a military 

presence in Syria today which is illegal as the government of Syria did not invite the US military presence. 

Despite this, the US is controlling a part of Syria and exploiting its oil resources. This is totally against 

international laws. 

Therefore, the Russian military operation must be seen in this context. Again, this was not a matter of 

choice but a compulsion or something directly imposed on Russia. However, Western countries are 

projecting it differently. They portray it as nothing like this has ever happened in international relations. 

Interestingly, when the Americans meet us privately, they admit that they were wrong on all these issues 

but still insist that they should be taken as an exception and Russia should not follow that precedent.  

This is not acceptable to Russia because we should either have common rules or no rules at all. It is totally 

unacceptable for Russia that some countries must have the right to use force but not others.  

Russia also believes that the Ukraine conflict was deliberately escalated into a global geo-economic conflict. 

Ukraine in this case is used as a scapegoat. It is also a fact that despite all assurances and rhetoric, Ukraine 
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has not received much help from the West and the US. They are left to suffer, scream and yell to create an 

environment to clamp down heavy economic sanctions against Russia. It is only to change the nature of 

the conflict which has serious implications for the economy of weaker countries. It will make life quite 

tough for the middle class in Europe and the US which may trigger social transformation therein. The rise 

of radical right may be a serious issue in this context as also mentioned by the earlier speaker in his 

presentation.  

It will also affect the development activities at the global level. Similarly, interruption of the global food, oil 

and gas supply chain will also hurt the economies of developing countries in particular. Russia never wanted 

this conflict to become a geo-economic challenge for the whole world. Russia also appreciates the fact that 

countries totaling half of the world GDP have not imposed sanctions on it. By the way, we consider it big 

hypocrisy that the countries which are not imposing sanctions against Russia are being warned of sanctions. 

Ironically, they claim that Ukraine must have full right to join any alliance but warn the countries with 

sanctions that want to trade with Russia.  

Russia is surprised to see the US portraying the attack on Ukraine as unprecedented but justifying what it 

has been doing in different parts of the world. It can only be explained that killing of non-whites is fine but 

killing of what we call whites is not tolerable in any way. Remember they consider Ukraine as a home to 

white people. I again say that Ukraine is only being used as a pretext against Russia to turn this conflict 

from being a geo-political to a geo-economic issue; otherwise, it is not going to be integrated into the 

Western block.  

Let me now summarize my submissions. I believe the West is pushing Russia to the unacceptable choice 

between security and development. The liberal section of the West tells us that you get the economic 

benefits only because of globalization. All socio-economic benefits you may be getting are because of that. 

So, if you want development, forget about security and be a part of globalization on our terms.  

The choice is, either be yourself but be poor or be rich but do not be yourself. In other words, choose 

between sovereignty and development. I believe many other countries will also be offered the same. We in 

past were offered with it in a converted way. Now, it is presented openly. 

I think countries like Russia, China and Brazil are not going to accept this choice. They will not surrender 

their sovereignty for the sake of development.  

I thank you for your attention. 

----- 

Ukraine Crisis: What it Means for the West?  
Dr. Akis Kalaitzidis  

Professor of International Relations  

University of Central Missouri, USA 

Thank you so much IPS and Dr. Khalid Rahman for the invitation.  

I have been listening with great interest and attention to the speakers before me. Though 

I am not an expert on Ukraine please bear with me as I give you a timeline of what has 

got us where we are today. After this, I will come to the implications of this war before 

a possible solution to it in my sight. 

Ukraine became an independent state after the collapse of the USSR in 1991. It became 

denuclearized and surrendered its weapons after the US, UK, and Russia guaranteed its 

territorial integrity and security. The country had a controversial election in 2004 which led to the Orange 

Revolution later. A pro-Russia government was established which failed to deliver because of corruption 

and inefficiency.  
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It was in 2008 that the US started pushing Ukraine and Georgia to join NATO. To preempt it, Russia 

invaded Georgia. I believe that it was a wrong decision by the US to push Georgia to join NATO while 

ignoring the security concerns of Russia.   

In 2009, a new government came into power that was pro-Russia and outrightly rejected the public demand 

for joining the European Union. I think it was the time when Ukrainians started looking at Russia, not as 

an ally but as a threat to their national interests. In 2014, Crimea was separated and the Eastern parts of 

Ukraine announced independence. During this time, Munich protocols were also signed which were not 

implemented. It led to the election of the current president of Ukraine in 2019, prompting Russia to deny 

even the very existence of Ukraine as an independent country. The climax was when Russia attacked a 

severing country in Feb this year. 

It seems to me that it was a war of choice by Russia to take away the sovereignty of Ukraine. It is certainly 

an incident that is going to damage the economies of both Russia and Ukraine. If Russia believed that it 

will invade Ukraine and get rid of its security concerns, I think it was a total mistake. What I wish to say is 

that this is an ideational conflict for the US between liberals and authoritarians. This is how the US has 

been projecting this conflict. It is about Russia expanding itself to Crimea, it is about Russia's orthodox 

dogma, it is about nationalism, and also about revisionism.  

It is very important to recall that the Russian president Putin said at a conference in 2007 that the fall of 

the USSR in 1991 was a big catastrophe in human history. This was noted with great concern in the West. 

It was taken as a policy concerning Ukraine. 

As far as nationalism is concerned, it is true that Nazis are present in different European countries, such as 

Poland, Hungary, Germany, and even Ukraine. I believe the election results can only give a clear idea about 

their true strength and penetration in the European countries. They are present even in the US but they do 

not control important things. Therefore, equating Nazis' existence with the government of an independent 

country is a fallacy.  

I think the solution to the problem lies in transforming Ukraine into a neutral state in the pattern of Austria. 

It may not be correct to offer Ukraine membership in NATO but it should be allowed to become a part of 

the European Union to protect its interests in the best manner. I still believe that this war could have been 

avoided but perhaps Russia considered it inevitable to show the world that it is back. This is also one of the 

reasons which have enraged the US. 

 As for as the hypocrisy of the West is concerned, I have personally opposed the US attack on Iraq and 

elsewhere but remember that two wrongs cannot make a right. The fact that the US was wrong in Iraq does 

not mean that Russia is right in Ukraine now. The sovereignty of nations has to be respected otherwise 

there will be chaos in the world.  

I think Russia was not justified to say that Ukraine was about to join NATO because it does not meet the 

basic requirements of membership at all. I stop here and will welcome any questions on the issue later in 

the Q&A session. 

----- 

Question Answer Session 
 

Q: Amb (retd) Arif: Everyone realizes that great powers need buffer states or spheres of influence. That is 

why we see countries like Austria, Finland, and Sweden. We also see an agreement between Anglo-Russian 

governments with regard to Afghanistan in the early 20th century.  We are well aware of the Russian invasion 

of Afghanistan in 1979 and how did it come to an end. I gather from the presentation of Dr. Ivan that the 

US had laid a trap for Russia in Ukraine and they seem willing to fight the last Ukrainian there as they did 

in the case of Afghanistan.  Don’t you think that the Russians have made a miscalculation on this issue? 
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A: Dr. Ivan: Thank you so much for the question. Let me tell you that Russia does not see parallels between 

Afghanistan and Ukraine. We see many Western political experts who use the analogy of Afghanistan and 

claim that they want to make Ukraine a poisoned splinter for Russia. We the Russians do not agree with 

them and strongly believe that these are two different issues. Remember that Russia has made it clear that 

it is not going to occupy Ukraine, completely. It has certain clear objectives to go after, though, such as 

recognition of Crimea as a part of Russia, recognition of the independence of the Eastern states of Ukraine 

as independent republics, constitutional guarantees of the neutral status of Ukraine, and a clear commitment 

by it that it will not allow foreign troops’ military exercises on its soil, protection of the Russian language 

and culture in Ukraine and denazification or fixation of the far-radical movements. 

These are very clear and rounded-up demands and do not imply a physical occupation of Ukraine. However, 

I believe Ukraine is deliberately manipulating the issue.  It is demanding a withdrawal of the Russian troops 

from its territory before reaching an agreement with its counterpart. Refusal to it is being portrayed as 

Russian plans to permanently occupy the Ukrainian areas. This is totally wrong. I think the Russian troops 

will not withdraw from their current positions until some progress is made on the points I have just 

enumerated. 

But Ukraine under president Zelensky has taken a quite hard position. For instance, it claims that it may 

take at least over a year to make the constitutional changes Russia is demanding from it. I again believe the 

Russian troops will stay there until this process is over.  

Q: Syed Muhammad Ali: I just wish to build on the question asked earlier. I think Dr. Ivan can respond to 

it. In your presentation, you listed three profound aspects of this war. You said that the world order is at 

stake and it is motivated by the expansion of NATO and the domestic politics of Ukraine. Now, my 

question is do you think that it is proportionate to the objectives Russia is trying to achieve out of the 

ongoing war? We should also not forget that the war is after all a temporary activity but the cost imposed 

on Russia by the Western world is quite lasting. I am definitely referring to the denial of access to Russia to 

the energy market of Europe. 

Also, when you say that the Russian demands to Ukraine are justified and must be accepted by the 

international world, I believe you will again for it have to approach the Western-dominated system. What 

are the incentives for them to accept these demands? 

A: Dr. Ivan: let me start with the last part of your question. The issue is that Ukraine is demanding 

international guarantees against declaring itself a neutral country. As we are talking about a package deal, it 

will be a part of that. In that case, these international guarantors will also have to guarantee that Crimea is 

accepted as a part of Russia. This is why Ukraine is trying to confuse the issue and using different yardsticks 

for different issues. But I think it has to be a package deal.  

As far as price and benefit, this is a tricky question. The sanctions are no doubt very harsh and inclusive. I 

think one could justify them only if Russia had overrun maybe the Baltic states. They are disproportionate 

to the ongoing conflict between Russia and Ukraine. But, to Russia, this is not a matter of cost and benefit. 

Russia is paying this price for a particular cause. It is paying it for being an independent, sovereign country 

determined to protect its national security.  

As many countries paid their price for decolonization, we are also paying a price for our independence. In 

that context, this price is quite acceptable. But, let me repeat myself that these sanctions have turned this 

conflict from geopolitical to geo-economic. It is no more a conflict confined to Ukraine but a global geo-

economic issue. I stop here by repeating that it is not an issue of cost and benefit in the eye of Russia. 

Q: Brig (retd) Attique: I think it is one of the key challenges faced by a nation-state to keep a balance 

between geo-politics and geo-economics. It has been said many times since this morning that Russia made 

a terrible miscalculation as it was lured into this situation. Now, the question is that if it was lured, then the 

global economic system will remain dependent upon the longevity of this war. Does Russia have an exit 

strategy to the war in mind? 
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A: Dr. Ivan: I have not said that Russia would withdraw from Ukraine in a year or so. However, Ukraine 

has said that it will take almost a year to make the constitutional changes Russia is demanding for. But 

remember that Russia’s exit strategy is nothing but negotiations. You can see that the Russian negotiation 

team was fully prepared and focused in talks with its counterpart but the Ukrainian side appeared least 

serious and prepared; it was clear enough that it was simply trying to manipulate the situation. They were 

not sincere at all but just to give an impression as if Russia was being stubborn and unrealistic in its demands. 

Russia however was very serious. For example, it asked for the setting up of different working groups to 

discuss different issues but to no avail.  

Look at the pictures of the delegates as they tell the whole story. The Russians had everything important 

with them – files, maps, charts, etc.- but the Ukrainians were with just their phone sets or, at best, a pencil 

and notepad. That was clear enough who had a detailed plan and who was just trying to gain time. So, the 

Russian strategy is to negotiate, unlike the Ukraine’s which is only trying to gain time and increase the price 

for its counterpart. It is just holding the brief for the West: bear with the sufferings. If you are suffering, so 

are the Russians. Wait until they make concessions to you. Will the Russian strategy work? it depends upon 

Ukraine.  

Regarding miscalculation, let me repeat myself that it is no more a geo-political but a geo-economic issue, 

and Russia is pushed to choose between national security and economic development. It is warned that 

either be yourself and poor or forget about national security and be rich.  Russia will never accept this 

choice. Therefore, there is no question of price and gain. War has been imposed on Russia and it has to 

protect its national security interests. 

Q; Dr. Olina Bordil, Second Secretary Ukraine Embassy, Islamabad:  Countries like Georgia and Ukraine 

were pushed to join NATO. What is the logic of the Russian attack on Ukraine? 

A: Dr. Ivan: Diplomatically speaking, it is a nice question but the fact is that these two countries were 

pushed by the US to join NATO after 2008 to marginalize Russia. Interestingly, some members of the 

alliance were against any such proposal. Agreed that the European countries normally have a very strong 

opinion on different issues, but when the US pressure comes, they simply succumb to that. It happened in 

this case, also. I think what at best you can ask is that Ukraine is an independent country and as long as it 

does not violate the sovereignty of Russia or makes an invasion into it, nobody can stop it from deciding 

to be a part of NATO. 

This is a hypocritical situation. It does not work this way in this war. Please recall that the US attacked Iraq 

under the plea that though it has no capacity it harbors ill intentions against us. So, let’s deal with it before 

it achieves it. Here try to make a distinction between preemptive and preventive strikes. Let me remind you 

what happened in December last year.  

After Russia presented security proposals to the US and NATO, there were some rumors that Russia may 

move some military infrastructure or weapons to Cuba which prompted Washington to declare that it will 

not tolerate it and respond to it most befittingly. Now, if the US is concerned about the sovereignty of 

Ukraine, why it did not apply this logic to Cuba, purportedly planning to station the Russian rockets at its 

border close to the US?  

Therefore, try to understand that this s not just a conflict between Russia and Ukraine. It has a global 

dimension; that is, what is right for the US, may not be right for other countries. It is the US that has the 

right to decide or interpret what is our national security or economic interest. If you decide it yourself, you 

will have to pay the price for it. I think Russia will accept the enlargement of NATO if Georgia and Ukraine 

join it as two sovereign states, but then this logic will have to be applied universally. Then countries like 

Venezuela, Cuba, Iraq, and Libya will not be refrained from making independent decisions. The point, 

however, remains that the US wants Russia to surrender its right to interpret and decide what is its national 

security. Russia does not agree with that. Very simple and clear! 
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A comment by Dr. Akis: I would not disagree with Dr. Ivan’s analysis of the US role in the creation of 

the world order we are living under at the moment. But your analysis begs a question mark when you talk 

about the right of the people of Georgia and Ukraine. I have no direct access to the policymakers in Ukraine 

but I strongly believe that the opinion of the people of Eastern Ukraine should have been taken into account 

by their leadership. I believe the people’s choice is to be a part of liberal Ukraine.  

Response by Dr. Ivan: This is not true. We have no ground to claim that. For example, the president of 

Ukraine Prashanka made NATO membership a part of the Ukraine constitution; it was done unilaterally. 

No referendum was held on this issue. Dr. Ilia said earlier that Ukraine needs to have a referendum on 

being a neutral status. Strange, no referendum was held while amending the constitution to become a 

member of NATO but now you are pleading for it to become a neutral state. I don’t understand it.  

Moderator: My apologies to interrupt you Dr. Ivan. I think we have to agree to disagree. Unfortunately, 

we are running out of time and have to close this session now with the concluding remarks of Dr. Turghral 

Yamin, the chair of this session. 

----- 

Concluding Remarks by the Session’s Chair 
Brigadier (retd) Dr Tughral Yamin 

Associate Dean, Centre for International Peace and Stability (CIPS) 

National University of Science & Technology (NUST) 

Honorable panelists, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen! 

I think it is very unfortunate that we had to close the Q&A session here because of a 

time shortage. Whatever is happening in Ukraine today, Pakistan has found itself in 

a very odd place to take a position on it. Daily Dawn of today carries a letter of the 

Ambassador of Ukraine to Pakistan in which it has been pleaded that neutrality on 

the conflict is not an option and Pakistan should not sit silent when children are being 

killed there.  

But my question is why are we sitting silent when Kashmiris are being killed, raped, and dispossessed. In 

the morning I asked my wife which side you are on. She said “Ukraine” because it has been attacked by a 

country. Not because the US is on its side. Our prime minister has also spoken to the Ukraine president 

and offered to mediate on the issue. Let’s hope for the best. Thank you so much again! 

 

--------------------------- 
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Session Two 

Politics of Alliances and Neutrality 

 

Session two was dedicated to discussing the likely implications of the war for China and the opportunities 

to emerge as a global power by brokering a peace deal between the two sides. Additionally, a critique of the 

Indian policy on the issue was also made given its close relationship both with Russia and the Western 

powers directly involved in the conflict. 

----- 

China and the War in its Neighborhood: Challenges and Opportunities 
Professor Zhang Jiegen 

Institute of International Studies 

Fudan University, China 

Chairman of the Session Dr. Tughral Yamin, Chairman IPS Khalid Rahman, ladies and 

gentlemen! 

Thank you so much for the invitation to attend and speak at this very important 

conference.  

The topic of my presentation is about challenges and opportunities for China but I believe 

there are more challenges than opportunities for China in this war.  

My presentation is divided into three parts: in part one, I will explain why there are more challenges than 

opportunities in this war for China; in part two, I will focus on the major challenges facing China and in 

the third and final part, I will talk a little bit about Chin’s response and policy on the issue. 

 Many analysts draw a comparison between the Russia Ukraine war and the 9/11 war. I believe the present 

war is much different from that. During the 9/11 war, the major powers belonged to different religions and 

the focus was terrorism. China was also on the side of the US. But today, the world is divided into two 

blocks and the US has bracketed China with Russia on the issue. So, to me, the Russia Ukraine war is 

different from 9/11. 

Another difference is that after 9/11, the globalization drive expanded quickly as China was accepted as a 

member of WTO which played an important role in its economic development and prosperity. But before 

the present crisis, the US had started a trade war with China and now has also imposed economic sanctions 

against Russia. So, the context has totally changed from that point of view. 
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Now coming to the challenges China is facing at the moment, the fact is, as also underlined by Dr. Khurram 

in his presentation, both US and Russia are using their key cards, such as financial institutions and energy, 

as weapons of war in the ongoing crisis. That poses a great challenge to globalization and it has already 

shaken the international order.  

China has always maintained that peace is a prerequisite to development and prosperity. Now, the challenge 

to China is whether it is possible to grow and devjelop under current circumstances as well. China has to 

give it a serious thought and what kind of new challenges the foreign policy may face because of the 

changing international order at the moment.  

I would put geo-economic as even a bigger challenge than a geo-political challenge as because of this war, 

the international supply chain is badly affected, the flow of capital from Russia, and the economic sanctions 

– are all going to have an impact on the world economic order. As a trade war is already going on between 

the US and China and my understanding is that Western people after the war would consider China and 

Russia on the same page on different issues which will hurt Beijing’s international reputation. It can cause 

Chia to lose many markets to the US. Therefore, I call the war a big challenge for China. 

Coming to the geo-security challenges, currently, China has a very close strategic partnership with Russia 

but after the war, it is faced with two immediate challenges. One, a weak and unstable Russia as a result of 

this war will not favor China. Second, it may be true that, in the short-term context, the attention of the US 

has shifted from South China to Russia and Europe which is good for China but in the long term, the 

challenge will become more profound for it. 

For instance, NATO is all set to emerge as a more powerful and united alliance after the Russia Ukraine 

war. Remember that NATO is no more confined to Europe. It has operated in Asia and I fear that it can 

get involved in the Asia Pacific as well. In nutshell, a stronger NATO is not good news for China. 

It is also important to note that the West will emerge as a more united and stronger block after the Russia 

Ukraine war. As the US views China as a great threat, it will definitely get the West and NATO at its back 

to challenge China in the Indo-Pacific region. I also believe that after this war, many European and Asian 

countries like Germany and Japan which focused on geo-economics would also shift their attention to geo-

security questions.  

I see a new push for nuclear proliferation in the world because a general perception is that had Ukraine not 

surrendered its nuclear weapons in the 1990s it could have not seen what is happening to it at the moment. 

All the international guarantees provided to it in place of the deal on them were nothing but nonsense. 

Therefore, it is very much likely that even medium powers would try to acquire the nuclear capability to 

protect their integrity and sovereignty. The neighboring states of China can also try to acquire these 

weapons.  

The speakers in the morning session talked about Ukraine becoming another Afghanistan for Russia with 

the support of foreign fighters. I also do not rule out this possibility and look at it as yet another great 

challenge for China.  

Let me say that China has historically believed in peace and development and has given top priority to geo-

economics, but the situation is fast changing now and it may be forced to give due importance to the geo-

strategic issues and diplomacy as well.  

Now, let me come to the final part of my presentation, that is, China’s response and policy towards the 

issue at hand. First, let me tell you that a lot of thinking is going on in China that what kind of role it should 

play in the present crisis. Should it just stay neutral or play an active role in reshaping the world order. 

Towards this, I think China needs to think deeply about the triangular relationship between China, Russia, 

and the US. As also underlined by the Chinese ambassador to the UN, we need to underline that though 

our relationship with Russia is limitless, we still have some foreign policy principles to follow. Therefore, it 

should look for exploring the areas for having good cooperative relations with the US. 
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Secondly, Chia also has to think deeply about its geo-economic relations with the European countries which 

are today more than ever reliant upon the US and NATO. But it is also a fact that they are concerned for 

more strategic independence and authority in the face of the US.  Here lies a good opportunity for China 

to move forward and provide an alternative to the European countries.  

Let me conclude by saying that this war must come as a great reminder to China to work with its neighboring 

countries to ensure peace and security in the region. An unstable and disturbed neighborhood is never in 

the interest of China.  

Thank you so much! 

----- 

India and the Ukraine Crisis: Immediate Challenges Vs Long-Term Implications 

Dr. Asma Shakir Khawaja 

Department of Strategic Studies 

National Defence University (NDU), Islamabad 

Honorable Chair, Khalid Rahman, Chairman IPS, overseas speakers, ladies and 
gentlemen! Honorable Chairman, distinguished panelists, ladies and gentlemen! 
I think it will be appropriate to begin with a look at the trends in the foreign policy of 

India. One of the most prominent trends in this regard is non-alignment foreign policy, 

which India claims to have followed since its inception in 1947. It has tried to use it as 

a tool to gain maximum gains by claiming neutrality in the international arena.  

However, the Ukraine situation has created quite a tricky situation for India which I would try to explain 

today in my presentation. Let’s first see how India has tried to follow a balanced foreign policy on the issue 

so far. The immediate reaction of India to the situation was to stay neutral and ensure the safety and 

neutrality of its nationals in Ukraine. A few hours after the start of the war, India prime minister Modi 

called president Putin and urged him to cease violence and resolve the issue through diplomacy and 

dialogue. Up till now, Modi has called him thrice to discuss the situation, besides talking to the Ukrainian 

president two times to express his concern over the loss of life in the conflict, but refrained from criticizing 

Russia. 

However, India has abstained from the UN resolutions criticizing Russia for invading an independent 

country. It needs to be underlined here that according to SIPRI, from 2017 to 2021, Russia’s share of the 

Indian defense import was 46% of the total. Similarly, the Indian share in the total Russian defense export 

in the same period was 28% of the total. This is how the two countries are tied together in a mutually 

beneficial relationship.  

But, also remember that India and Russia are strategic partners as are India and the US. India and Russia 

support a multi-polar balance of power in Eurasia and are opposed to the enhanced influence of NATO in 

the area. Indian military and its technological development are dependent upon Russian support and 

technology. For example, they recently signed a deal of $5.43bn for the S400 defense missile system.  

Defense cooperation between the two sides is aimed at countering China or presenting itself to the West 

as a counterweight to China. Under Modi, India is emerging as an ill-liberal and ethnic-nationalist 

democracy. So, liberal democracy as per the standards of the West is not a concern of India at the moment.  

For it, Europe can be distant but Russia is an immediate friend to India. It always considers close friendship 

with immediate neighbors than distant potential partners.  

Interestingly, India has very close and mutually beneficial relations with Ukraine as well. Ukraine provides 

technological military support to India, whose, for example, navy warships are dependent upon the 

Ukrainian gas turbines. India has provided 90 tons of humanitarian assistance to Ukraine. Added to it, 24% 

of the total international students in Ukraine belong to India. With the help of the Ukrainian government, 

India has so far evacuated over two thousand of its nationals from there.   
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It also needs to be understood that a spike in energy prices is harmful to the Indian economy. It is one of 

the most potent challenges faced by India because of the ongoing conflict between Russia and Ukraine. 

Interestingly, India termed the annexation of Crimea as a legitimate interest of Russia. Again, China has 

also described the Russia concerns as “legitimate concerns” on the issue but India has more successfully 

portrayed itself as a neutral country on the issue than China.  

There would be a strategic crisis for India if Russia and China come closer to each other as a consequence 

of this war. Both of them do not want the expansion of NATO in any case or to come closer to their 

international borders. In a statement in the parliament, foreign minister J. Shankar held that the Indian 

stance on the issue is based on six principles: end of violence, dialogue, diplomacy, respect for territorial 

integrity, and the status quo of the global order. It must, however, be noted that what it is suggesting to 

Russia is not following itself in the case of its troubled relations with its neighbors in the South Asian region. 

Its policy is based on no respect for the territorial integrity and respect of neighboring states. 

India also supports bilateral dialogue between Russia and Ukraine and it has not talked of any third-party 

role in this conflict. So, we need to understand that Indian strategic thinking focuses a lot on strategic 

proximity. It is considered it in the case of Russia as well, no matter it is tangible or intangible. India has 

enjoyed the support of Russia on numerous occasions in history.  

Now, India must consider a few points while it is trying to stay neutral on the issue. A great concern for 

India could be that Russia becomes unable to meet the defense needs and requirements of India because 

of its deep military engagement in Ukraine. In such a situation, If the West also fails to help it out, the 

Indian dream to balance China may get a serious jolt. Similarly, international sanctions on Russia will also 

hurt India Russia bilateral relations. For instance, export of S400 missiles, leasing of Akola class marines, 

manufacturing of 8023 rifles, and export of Brahmas missiles.  

As Pakistanis, we should, however, not forget that between 2017 and 2021, the US was the third arms 

supplier to India with 12% of the market share. In this situation, can India balance its foreign policy and 

safeguard its defense and economic interests in the wake of the ongoing conflict in Ukraine? 

I foresee the following big challenges facing India in the coming days: 

One is the diversification of its defense dependence on Russia. Remember that diversification needs a lot 

of thinking, new policies, resources, alternate options, etc. As it cannot be done overnight, it can create 

quite a challenge for India. 

Two, what will be the consequences if India joins the Western camp? If India joins the Russia camp, it will 

certainly lose the Western support and also give an impression that it is not a dependable partner from the 

Western perspective to counter China. It is going to be a big challenge for India to navigate this challenge. 

What we see is that today both Russia and the West block are not happy with the neutrality of India on the 

issue. How India will continue seeking benefits from both of them. I think it will be very difficult for India 

to fetch benefits from both the camps simultaneously now by sticking to its old policy of neutrality.  

Three, another big challenge for India would be to go ahead with its plan of the development and 

modernization of its military in close cooperation with Russia. There are already many question marks about 

the quality of India's technology and plans which can further come under question because of the inability 

of Russia to extend its technical support to it to modernize its army.  

Abrupt ending of the presentation due to the audio connectivity issue at the end of the speaker. 

 
----- 
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Ukraine Crisis: A Closer Look at China’s Reaction and Possible Role in Creating a New 

World Order 

Ambassador (r) Masood Khalid 

First of all, let me thank the Institute of Policy Studies for this kind invitation. I am no 

expert on Russia and Ukraine as I have not served there. Nevertheless, I would like to 

share my thoughts with the distinguished audience over here. Would honestly try to stick 

to the topic assigned to me and conclude my submissions in 15-20 minutes. 

To understand the Chinese position on the issue, let me refer to the five points presented 

to the UN by the State Counselor and the Foreign Minister of China Mr. Wangi on 26th 

Feb, two days after the start of the war between Russia and Ukraine.  

One, China supports the sovereignty and territorial integrity of all states including Ukraine, and the 

principles of the UN Charter. 

Two, China believes that the legitimate security concerns of all the countries should be respected.  

Three, China does not wish to see the current situation in Ukraine continue and calls for restraint by all 

parties and dialogue to resolve the issue. 

Four, China supports a diplomatic solution and a peaceful settlement of the conflict but acknowledges that 

the Ukraine issue has a complex historical context. 

Five, China does not support the use of force and unilateral sanctions  

Now, it is important to note that China opposes the US and EU sanctions against Russia while avoiding 

calling the Russian attack on Ukraine an invasion. It contends that unilateral sanctions have no basis in 

international law as they create more problems and impede the political settlement of conflicts, besides 

worsening the livelihood of common people. In his conversation with US president Biden on March 18, 

Chinese President Xi asserted that indiscriminate sanctions would not only make people suffer more but in 

the long run create serious challenges for the global economy, trade, finance, energy, food, and industrial 

supply chains. It will cripple the already fragile world economy due to the Covid 19 pandemic. 

The spokesperson for the Chinese foreign ministry has been critical of the US for stoking up the war 

hysteria, pouring oil on the flames. China has regarded this, perhaps the 8th wave of the NATO expansion 

to the East, as “undermining Russia’s security.” It abstained from the UN Security Council resolution on 

Fe 26 condemning Russia, though it did not veto it.  

China’s opposition to NATO’s Eastward expansion is also explained by its wariness over the US ingress in 

the Indo-Pacific region under QUARD and AUKUS security alliances. For China, Russia is not only a 

strategic partner which was reinforced by president Putin's visit to China on the occasion of the Winter 

Olympics. In the communique issued after the meeting between the presidents of the two sides, it was 

underlined that there were no areas that were beyond limits as for as the cooperation between Russia and 

China was concerned.  

It was a six thousand words long statement, igniting a lot of commentary on the implications of that. We 

should also remember that Russia is a member of the BRICKS and SCO. China is hosting the BRICKS 

summit later this year and the foreign minister of China was in India also recently to ensure full participation 

of every member of it in that. It is also important to note that other members of the BRICKS, such as 

India, Brazil, and South Africa, have also not joined in applying sanctions against Russia.  

Now, the question is what are the interests of China in the region? It has, of course, a difficult balancing 

act to perform as it has not only close relations with Russia, Ukraine, and Belarus but also with the EU 

which is an important trading and economic partner of it. Russia China bilateral trade was $146bn last year 

which is a very important point to be taken note of. More than half of it is related to energy. They are 
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engaged in massive gas pipeline projects through Siberia. Similarly, 16% of China’s crude oil and 9% of its 

gas imports come from Russia.  

China imports more than 10 million barrels of oil per day. If the price of oil surges, it will affect its economy 

and may not be able to achieve its projected GDP growth rate of 5.5 this year. China also imports wheat, 

sunflower oil, and grains from Russia and Ukraine but the supply of them may also be affected by the 

ongoing conflict.  

Strategically speaking, China and Russia have forged a strong security partnership to cope with the “US 

Containment Strategy.” This policy does not target only China and Russia also, which the US believes is a 

revisionist power. President Xi and Putin have met more than 40 times or more in recent years. President 

Xi has called him his very dear or close friend. Such kinds of utterances on the part of the Chinese are very 

rare. Both have demonstrated their unity and convergence of thoughts against the US plans and pressures.  

Both the countries hold robust military exercises and share intelligence information in encountering 

terrorism. Russia is supplying military equipment to China as well. They have come together to dilute and 

weaken the US influence in various potential war zone areas and conflict-prone theatres. Russia is also very 

important to China due to its BRI program as its connectivity routes pass through the Central Asian 

Republics. The importance of these republics to Russia is well known to everybody. 

So, any strain in relations with Russia can impede the economic development and progress of China. It is 

therefore that they are trying a commonality of interest in BRI and the Russian-sponsored Eurasian 

economic union. When Russia launched this project, China initially showed some reservations but now 

they are I believe trying to find a common ground.  

Now, the Western analysts have raised the question that whether China was caught by surprise by the 

Russian invasion as general thinking is that Putin took an advantage of the China visit on the occasion of 

the Winter Olympics and took the Chinese leadership into confidence in this regard. I leave it to your 

imagination. 

What are the limits of China Russia nexus? China’s stance on the issue has unnerved the Europeans who 

are under great pressure from the US to downgrade their relations with Russia. Let me quote the remarks 

of a Singaporean diplomat, Mr. Bihari, here. He has said, “China does not have any partner of the strategic 

weight as Russia is who shares the distress of the current international disorder.” 

China would not like to take any step which could undermine the power base of President Putin. At multi-

lateral forums, the two countries often act in sync on issues like Syria, Libya, Iran, and Afghanistan. Last 

week, a Chines judge joined a Russian judge in the International Court of Justice to dissent a ruling calling 

upon Russia to halt its military office against Ukraine. It opposed a Ukrainian bid to discuss the war situation 

at G20 countries' meeting.  

In the near term, China will be affected by the war in terms of energy supply, transportation costs, rising 

commodity prices, and disruptions in grains supply. US and EU sanctions can also result in secondary 

sanctions on Chinese enterprises, resulting in creating a huge pressure on Russia China trade. Russia could 

ban the export of wheat and corn due to wartime factors as it recently announced a temporary ban on 

grains to Eurasian Economic Union members. But I think Russia will try to maintain a steady trade with 

China, despite all pressures and challenges using the Chinese currency for clearing and the settlements 

through the Cross Inter-Bank Payment System or CIPS of China, which in some way, is an alternative to 

the SWIFT.  

Currently, 23 Russian banks are purportedly connected to the CIPS and China has indicated that it would 

like a greater percentage of trade, including in oil and gas contracts, to be settled in the Chinese currency 

Yuan. Experts have also pointed out that CIPS is still reliant on the SWIFT for messaging and is thus not 

a perfect alternate arrangement. But my feeling is that they will find out some solution to it. furthermore, 

targeted commercial sanctions will make it further difficult for China to trade with Russia.  
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The sanction regime employed by the US and its Western partners is over 5,000 range at the moment aimed 

at individuals and entities. Can China play a more assertive role in the conflict? In the rivalry between Russia 

and the US, NATO has played a very aggressive role in the whole matter. The Russian view of security is 

inherited from the view of the balance of power since the early 19th century and seeks to preserve the 

security space vis a vis NATO. If Ukraine joins NATO, Russia can lose the security base in the area and 

the influence over most of the Black Sea. Russia considers Ukraine historically inseparable as Putin 

mentioned on the 27th of Feb that, “Ukraine in the sense of a modern state did not exist in the first place.” 

So, his adventure should be seen in the context of his personal interpretation of history.  

The war has led to the resurrection of the US influence over its European allies, manifested in the 

remarkable unity against Russia. It will help the US to squeeze Russia as a major Eurasian power and the 

confrontation between Russia and Europe serves the US interests fully in the region, constrain the access 

of China to Europe, advance the interests of the American military complex and emerge as an alternate 

source to energy to Europe which today relies over 40% on Russia export to it. in the capital market, the 

war has strengthened the position of the dollar. The EU is the largest trading partner of Russia as their 

bilateral trade last year stood at $282bn. It will shrink as the EU joins the sanctions against Russia.  

I also believe that this war was perhaps a great miscalculation by Russia as it finds itself in a trap now. The 

economic meltdown of it can even result in a regime change. Not a recommendation but my personal 

opinion is that Russia should try to conclude this war as soon as possible. It should work for a negotiated 

settlement of the issue with Ukraine.  

China is definitely under pressure as the US National Security Advisor Jack Salon told Mr. Yang J Chi who 

is higher than the State Counselor Mr. Wan Vi in the Chinse Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in Rome on March 

14 that if China continues supporting Russia, the US would consider imposing secondary sanctions on the 

Chinse companies trading with Russia. It will force them to reconsider their trade and business relationship 

with Russia.  

To China, trade relations with the EU are more important than the business ties with Russia, even though 

it is a strategic partner and a reliable source of energy. China will, therefore, will have to walk a tight rope 

and balance both sides. China is deeply embedded in the global financial and economic architecture and it 

can wish to rock the boat. The Chinese enterprises have interests across Europe and elsewhere. 

This strong interdependence and the mutual desire for a stable and predictable world order have benefitted 

both China and Europe. Similarly, the European countries do not wish to abandon their relationship with 

China and they do not want to pick sides between China and the US. On April 1, EU China Summit is also 

taking place which will certainly discuss the Russia Ukraine crisis. I think it may lay new ground rules for 

their future cooperation between them in the backdrop of this conflict. 

Europe’s shift to China and Asia is an inevitable choice for the EU to sustain its economic development. 

Regarding mediation, I think China will not be a mediator between Russia and Ukraine on its own as it does 

not wish to ruffle feathers with Russia because if it starts this process on its own, it will face a lot of pressure 

from the West on the issue which may not be easy for it to resist in its entirety. It is, therefore, China is not 

conscious and careful. Though Turkey is already engaged in the mediation process on the issue I think 

some European countries like Germany and France may also come forward to play a role in the negotiated 

settlement of the issue between Russia and Ukraine. All these countries may join hands to work out a 

solution. But this is just a possibility and one cannot say anything with certainty. 

Prof Chang also referred to the growing voices in China for a more active diplomatic role in the conflict 

but I think it will be very difficult for it to listen to them. Internally, China will have to take steps to expedite 

the process of economic reforms and ward off the European and the US pressure on different issues, such 

as intellectual property rights and investment-related regulatory policies. China may finally expedite this 

process to deregulate the state system to make it more conducive to foreign investment. 
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Another possibility is that China and Russia reach some arrangement for a currency swap. India is also 

thinking, or maybe it is already using its rupee to trade with Russia. If this policy works, China, Russia, and 

India work together to create a block of counters trade with Russia with an alternate currency to the dollar.  

To conclude, Ukraine has been a part of Russia for centuries which in the Czar era considered Belarussians 

and Ukrainians as ethnic Russians and referred to them as “Little Russians”. Ukraine has been under the 

occupation of different countries for centuries, becoming a part of the USSR in 1921 as per a treaty. It was 

in fact one of the founding members of the USSR. In 1954, Kerchief gifted Crimea to Ukraine which was 

annexed by Russia in 2014. There have been many contentious issues between them including the 

Russification of Ukraine. Current contentious issues include many Russian oil and gas pipelines which pass 

through Ukraine, royalties, and liabilities on them. Ukraine owes gas debt arrears to Russia as 75% of its 

gas and 80% of the oil was coming from Russia.  

In 2004, a Russian plane was shot down by Ukraine. During the Russia Georgia war in 2008, Putin believed 

that Ukraine was supplying arms to Georgia. Similarly, in the recent past Ukraine hosted a big NATO 

military exercise on its soil. The plan of it to join the EU and NATO was of course another source of 

confrontation between them. There were either pro-West or pro-Russia leaders in Ukraine which also crated 

issues to deal with.  

The present president of Ukraine is the darling of the US which before the war was the fourth-largest 

supplier of weapons to his country. The conflict in Ukraine will have far-reaching consequences in the days 

ahead but I think it needs to be looked into whether or not Ukraine can become the next Afghanistan for 

Russia. Pakistan should also stay alert to the situation and play its cards wisely and intelligently.  

Thank you so much! 

----- 

Recap of the Proceedings of Sessions One and Two 

Syed Muhammad Ali  

Director, Center for Aerospace & Security Studies  

Islamabad 

Thank you so much. I would try to be very precise and to the point. 
There are three ways to consolidate what we have learned since this morning. We started 

with the opening remarks of Amb Abrar Hussain. My apologies for missing that as I was 

a bit late to join. 

Dr. Khurram Iqbal was the first speaker in session one. He made two quite profound 

points. One, this is going to be a long-drawn-out conflict. Amb Khalid Masood later also 

endorsed this point that, notwithstanding the desire of the Russian leadership, both military and civil, to 

end this war as soon as possible, practically it does not seem possible. The armament of Ukraine by the US 

and the West, provision of missiles, and arrival of around 50 thousand mercenaries defy any such possibility.  

He also made a very strong point that the war provides an opportunity for the Muslim world for self-

introspection. We have been accused for 20 years of an extreme civilization breeding terrorism. The war in 

Ukraine provides an opportunity to look at how other civilizations and the value systems also seek the 

support of non-state actors when feeling threatened or challenged. How the media and diplomacy portray 

them is also important to take note of. 

Dr. Ivan gave a very forceful perspective of Russia on the situation. His central argument was that this war 

was not a choice but a strategic compulsion imposed on Russia. He highlighted global challenges to the 

world order, the expansion of NATO, and those posed by the political leadership of Ukraine to his country. 

However, it will be interesting to see whether or not Russia becomes able to meet these challenges in a 

cost-effective and timely manner.  
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Dr. Akis also made a very profound point that it is an ideational conflict for the US. It is no doubt a very 

profound statement that informs us about the priorities, the degree of commitment, the level of violence, 

and the ability to cause maximum pain and loss to Russia.  

The learned speaker from China Prof. Chang underlined that Beijing views the conflict with a lot of concern 

as it offers more challenges than opportunities to it. perhaps his most important point was that a weakened 

Russia will not be in the interest of China. He also referred to the point that the revival and the rearmament 

of NATO do not augur well for China. 

Then we listened to Dr. Asma Khawaja who contended that India is in flux at the moment on the issue. Its 

military forces are heavily dependent upon Russia so far its technological and operational needs and 

requirements are concerned. It is finding it very difficult to balance its position because of its growing 

economic and military ties with the US.  

The last speaker of the session was Amb Masood Khalid and, to me, the major takeaway of his presentation 

was that Russia has seemingly made a miscalculation while attacking Ukraine. The ability of the Western 

world to cause enduring pain to Russia across the board, beyond the kinetic, operational, or tactical 

battlefield of Ukraine, will make it very difficult for Moscow to sustain and achieve the objectives it may be 

striving for.  

Now, let me put these submissions in a conceptual framework. I think whatever we have learned so far 

since this morning can be put into five domains: Identity, society, economy, politics, and security. 

From a societal point of view, this poses a direct challenge in terms of race, religion, and nationalism. 

Perhaps it can be interpreted in the frustration the Russian Orthodox Christianity is faced from the 

continued dominance of the Western world order which is characterized the Protestant and Catholic 

Christianity. Whether or not Ukrainian nationalism survives this great completion, is yet to be seen.  

Societal context I believe should be seen from the global perspective, meaning thereby the perpetual 

interconnection between different people, civilizations, economies, and cultures. I think this is the biggest 

challenge that the concept of globalization has received in terms of a counter globalization movement. I 

think the fissures based on identity and geopolitics are testing the current world order.  

It brings me to the economic domain which has been explained by different speakers in detail. It is 

simultaneously touching not just the sanctions regime but also the trade war, currency war, and the pressure 

on China to sustain its economic rise and global influence. It is heavily dependent on the West and the EU. 

The two have a, roughly speaking, six to seven hundred-billion-dollar market which China can hardly afford 

to lose. The rising energy prices are also posing a huge economic challenge for the developing world. They 

are all-time high at the moment. The sitting governments in them are highly stressed to balance their import-

export bills, etc. which has aggravated the challenge caused by the Covid-19 to them. 

Regarding the political domain, I think it is a complex challenge between ideational and revisionist powers 

and the states wanting to be identified on the basis of nationalism. These three things are simultaneously at 

play at the moment. As Dr. Akis also said, I think it is an ideational challenge for the status quo world order 

by a frustrated and provoked Russia which expects to be respected as a revived political, economic, and 

military power, though it does not seem to have a multi-domain strategy to achieve that. As Dr. Khurram 

said, it is the foremost challenge to US exceptionalism and the Western domination of the world order. It 

is also a great test of the multilateral international organizations such as the UN to fulfill its responsibility 

to ensure peace and order in the world. 

From a security perspective, it has led to the revival and rearmament of NATO which does not augur well 

for China and Russia. It has reduced the energy and soft power leverage of Russia over Western Europe 

and revived the sub-conventional warfare concept as a means of great power contest in Eastern Europe. It 

is not just being armed, equipped, and supported but, psychologically being built up through media and 

other sources to stand up against Russia.  
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Just before concluding, let me touch upon an issue that has not been taken up so far in the conference. 

China though wants to sustain its peaceful global economic rise without disturbing its economic relations 

with the West. However, there is also an opportunity for Russia and China. The rise of AKUS, buildup of 

QUARD, Indo-Pacific strategy of the US, etc., are aimed at disrupting the rise of China as a global power. 

The present conflict is a reminder to the US that it cannot just remain focused on the Indo-Pacific but it 

has to fulfill the security commitments made with the EU also.  

Thank you so much! 

----- 

 

 

Question Answer Session Two 
 

Q: I am Shafqat and a student of International Relations. My question to Prof Chang is can the Ukrainian 

crisis embolden Russia to invade Taiwan and settle this conflict on its own terms? 

A: Dr. Chang: This point has been raised by many Western analysts also. But please remember that the 

Taiwan issue is very different from the Russia Ukraine war. The war has indeed accentuated the need to 

settle this issue sooner than later. When we talk about Taiwan, it directly touches upon the China-US 

relations also as you can see that it was an important part of the discussion between president Xi and present 

Biden when they talked to each other on the issue of Ukraine over the phone a few days back.  

It is also important to see how the US takes this issue after the end of the war between Russia and Ukraine. 

But the key point is that Russia Ukraine war is between two independent and sovereign countries whereas 

Taiwan is an internal matter of China and it wants to resolve it peacefully. 

Q: Mirza Hamid Hassan, ex-Federal Sec: After listening to different speakers, I am inclined to believe that 

Russia is under much pressure that finally it can even go to the extent of using nuclear weapons to finish 

this war. Would appreciate it if any of the speakers could comment on it? 

A: Dr. Syed Muhammad Ali: I think we should give attention to three things to have a better understanding 

of the strategic behavior of Russia.  

One, before this conflict started, two things happened. Russia held perhaps the largest ever worldwide 

nuclear exercises of its strategic forces. Secondly, president Putin invited the president of Belarus also to 

witness them. In fact, Putin tweeted a picture of himself with the Belarus President sitting in the control 

room of the strategic war. As a student of international security, I interpret it as a clear signal to NATO in 

general and the US in particular that they need to respect the limits of Russia and stay away from direct 

involvement in the conflict.  

It is why that president Biden underlined that the US will continue supporting the people of Ukraine, etc., 

but will not put the boots on the ground. It explains the situation very clearly that both the US and Russia 

are trying to avoid a situation that can end in a nuclear war between them.  

----- 
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Concluding Remarks by the Session’s Chair 
Khalid Rahman 

Chairman, Institute of Policy Studies 

Islamabad 

Ambassador Masood Khalid, Syed Muhammad Al, respected panelists and my 

colleagues! 

It has been a pleasure to listen to different speakers in this session. The speakers in their 

presentations, and then in the question-answer session, covered different dimensions 

of the issue.  

We see that wars start and then come to an end but predicting when exactly it will 

happen is a pretty difficult task. I would like to make just a few remarks and would try not to repeat what 

already has been said on the issue since this morning. 

I think there is a consensus that change is the only thing that is constant in human life. the world has been 

changing for centuries. So, we can predict many more in the days ahead. When I was thinking on this point, 

I was reminded that today is March 30 and, almost 150 years back, on March 30, 1868, Russia sold Alaska 

to the US to become its 49th state.  It was a kind of the global order then that you conquer a place and 

become an owner of it to sell or retain it.   

But today’s world order puts several restrictions, no matter whether you are a major power or a smaller or 

medium power. So, if a war erupts anywhere in the world, it is a clear indication of the fact that the global 

order being run with the help of numerous international institutions is not being observed. It is not rare in 

the world as the Us Has itself been at the forefront to disobey the international rules and compulsions. 

I think it is interesting to look at the statement of the US secretary of state Blinken. He has said, “in this 

time of uncertainty we have a clear way forward. Help Ukraine to defend itself. Support the Ukrainian 

people and hold Russia accountable.” He has also stated that “the borders and the territorial integrity of a 

state cannot be changed by force.”  

Now, just remind yourself what the US has done in the case of different countries in the last around 20 

years. It has itself blatantly violated such principles. Anyways, he further says, “it is the inalienable right of 

the people of every state in a democracy to make their decisions and determine their country’s future. All 

members of the international community are bound by the common rules and should face the cost should 

they not live up to the solemn commitments that they make.” 

There are a few more statements but let me quote just one more here. “These principles transcend Ukraine.” 

This is a very important point. Now the opening part of his statement says, “Moscow’s actions have 

threatened to set a new precedent on the European sol.” It clearly shows that his main concern is that it is 

happening on European soil. Otherwise, he has no issue with it.  

I think this is the real context in which this war started off. Now, let me refer to the statement made by 

President Putin of Russia explaining the reasons behind the start of this war. We can draw four key points 

from his presentation: 

One, it was a security compulsion for Russia. I think this point has been discussed in detail since this 

morning. Putin also underlined that he is feeling being deceived, cheated, blackmailed, and pressured on 

this issue by NATO and the US. Otherwise, we have been trying to avoid this crisis for the last 30 years 

but we have been cheated on it by our opponents. He also touches upon the point that Russia has learned 

a lesson from history that the USSR missed several opportunities when it should have expressed its power 

and will on different issues. In other words, he is warning that today he is faced with a kind of situation to 

which he should respond, forcefully.  

Putin then highlights the global implications of the Western hegemony and the way they are trying to impose 

their social, political, and economic agenda on the world. Now, the point is that Putin has been at the helm 
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of affairs in Russia for the last 20 odd years, and even before that he held quite important positions in the 

Russian system.  

So, what he is doing or saying today reflects the frustration of someone who has been directly dealing with 

the West and the US for a long. So, the question is can it justify the Russian decision to start a war with 

Ukraine?  Perhaps it will be difficult for most of us to think so as war is always the last option to go for 

under international law. You can opt for it only after consuming all other available options.  

It brings me to the last point I wish to make. I think what we can infer from the ongoing situation is that 

the global order is set to change now. This holds good for many countries like ours as the role of China, 

for example, is being discussed. I think it has a greater role to play. As China is following the 2049 Dream 

very passionately and it would certainly not like stability in the world to be disturbed which can jeopardize 

its BRI project also.  

China is a big global power and I think it should come forward and play an assertive role in defusing the 

present situation in Ukraine. It requires sending a very strong message to all the world can have peace and 

development if only the world powers follow a win-win rather than “I win you lose” approach. It is also a 

test of China. It has very intelligently benefitted from the current world order but it has to now realize that 

it has many faults and issues with itself and needs to be changed to benefit all. 

Thank you very much! 

 

___________________________ 
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Session Three 

Assessing the Response, Forecasting the Future 

 

Presided over by renowned educationist and security analyst Dr. Syed Rifaat Hussain, the session focused 

on a critical analysis of the response by Pakistan and the Muslim world at large to the crisis. 

----- 

Ukraine Crisis: Implications, Options and Challenges for Pakistan 

Ambassador (retd) Zamir Akram 

Advisor, Strategic Plans Division / Former Ambassador 

Thank you so much IPS for inviting me to speak on an issue that I think is very important 

not only for the world at large but for Pakistan as well. 

I was asked by IPS to address the following issues in my presentation:  

 Pakistan’s response to the situation 

 A survey of the interests of Pakistan, the region, and beyond 

 Implications for refusing to support the Western block on the issue 

 Policy options available to Pakistan  

First of all, let me say a few things about the global geo-political context of the Ukraine crisis. In my view, 

after the end of the cold war and the collapse of the USSR, the US pursued a zero-some policy to disallow 

any peer competitor to challenge it on the international scene. It was driven by several factors, most 

importantly by the arrogant belief that the ideology it follows is the only course of action that the other 

countries must ambulate and follow. They should become a democratic and free-market economy. 

It was why the scholars wrote a thesis such as “End of the History” and “Clash of Civilizations.” But the 

US was clearly driven by its geo-political and economic objectives to ensure that it maintains its unipolar 

power status in the world. To pursue this objective, the US built up its capacity, and focused on two 

countries that could conceivably challenge its unipolar status; one was of course China, and the other was 

Russia. 
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The China-specific policy was called Pivot to Asia or Rebalancing Asia and to achieve it the US strengthened 

its existing alliances with countries like Japan, Australia, and New Zealand while building new alliances also 

with countries like India and Vietnam, etc. what emerged was the so-called quadrilateral alliance in addition 

to AUKUS, which is membered by the US, Australia, and the UK. The purpose of these alliances was to 

contain and, if necessary, confront China, though it was claimed as a step to ensure a rules-based order in 

the region. Freedom of navigation and aviation was also cited as one of the key objectives of that.  

To contain Russia, the US followed a policy to engage wit with the Western and Eastern bloc countries of 

the continent under the umbrella of the NATO alliance. This kind of policy raised huge concerns for China 

and Russia and they moved closer to each other and developed a strategic partnership with each other. It 

is symbolized by the Treaty of Friendship and Cooperation between the two sides. The creation of the 

Shanghai Cooperation Organization and many other bilateral agreements are also a part of that thinking. 

Coming to the Ukraine crisis, even before the disintegration of the USSR, Mr. Gorbachev had recognized 

that the Soviet system had become dysfunctional and he badly needed to focus on economic reforms in his 

country. For it, he had to outreach to the US and the Western countries. He also agreed to two very 

important things: one, disbanding of the WARSA Pact which the USSR had created against NATO, and, 

two, the initiation of the process of democratization of the Eastern European countries, the former allies 

of it. it also allowed the reunification of Germany.  

The then US president Mr. Bush assured Gorbachev that NATO will not expand to the Soviet borders and 

that its security concerns are recognized. It was not a written but verbal assurance and there is no question 

about it. However, when President Clinton took over and the ideological fermentation of the US became 

very strong to remain the world superpower status, he moved away from this assurance or commitment. 

By this time, Russia as a successor state to the USSR had become so weak that it could not stand up against 

the US violation of its commitment.  

The leadership of Russia could not even impress upon the US that there was no justification for NATO 

after the end of the WARSA pact and the disintegration of the USSR. Russian president Yeltsin also said 

that if the US wanted to keep NATO intact, then recognize Russia as a European power and include it in 

the alliance. The US did not take him seriously and the process of the expansion of NATO soon began and 

moved very close to the Western borders of Russia, creating an existential threat to it.  

Remember that Russia has mostly been invaded from its Western side in its history. Therefore, it is very 

conscious about the security of its western borders. The red line was of course Ukraine. The two countries 

have a history of very complicated relations. They have been part of the USSR. In Western Ukraine, a 

majority of the people living in the Eastern part of Ukraine are ethnic Russians. So, this is a very complex 

situation. 

when the US brought about a regime change in Ukraine in 2014 and ousted its pro-Moscow leadership as 

a result of the Orange Revolution, it led Russia to use force to protect the ethnic Russians in the Donetsk 

region, besides forcibly annexing Crimea, a place where the Russian Black Sea Fleet is stationed. That was 

perhaps the first wave of the crisis in the area. 

1n 2020, Russia and Ukraine reached the Minsk Agreements under which Ukraine agreed to provide greater 

autonomy to the ethnic Russians, besides recognizing the strategic interests of Russia in Ukraine. The 

agreements were unfortunately not implemented in letter and spirit. However, the issue of membership of 

Ukraine in NATO receded to the background, the situation normalized gradually.  

Now, it has been revised even though Russia had made it clear that it was a red line for it. Meanwhile, the 

US and the Western countries have been arming and pushing Ukraine to a belligerent action against Russia 

and to join NATO. It has finally resulted in the present crisis in which Russia has already occupied certain 

parts of Ukraine. 
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Now, the question is how this war is going to end? Since this is an existential issue to Russia, I do not see 

president Putin making any compromise on this issue, short of an iron-clad commitment by Ukraine and 

NATO that Ukraine will never join NATO.  This to me is the bottom line of the Russian policy on the 

issue. Russia wants this assurance in writing. 

All this could have been avoided had the NATO countries been willing to give this kind of assurance. 

Because of the present situation, they seemingly agreed to the idea of a neutral Ukraine, a status just like 

Austria and Finland. However, we have to wait and see how things move on from here. 

Coming to the region, the war has certainly to some extent impacted our region but I think it is the zero-

sum policy of the US which I referred to at the begging of my presentation, and the geo-political and 

strategic confrontation between the three major powers of the world. As a result of that, the US and India 

have come into a strategic partnership that is aimed at containing and confronting China. At the same time, 

alliances such as QUARD and AUKUS have been created.  

Similarly, India and the US have entered into four major agreements for the transfer of arms, technology, 

military cooperation, etc. It certainly has a direct impact on the security of Pakistan because modernization 

and development of the Indian army will only increase the threat level for Pakistan.  

Another thing is that, with this kind of backing, India and Modi have become more belligerent creating Feb 

2019-like situation. I would remind you that the recent missile landing issue was a deliberate act rather than 

a mistake or accident because if you link them with the issue of the intrusion of the Indian submarines into 

the Pakistani waters in recent times, it becomes clear that India is using such kinds of tactics to check our 

response and resolve. Also, keep in mind that they are gradually moving away from their doctrine of no 

first use of nuclear arms towards a preemptive first strike against Pakistan.  

That shows how close relations with the US have impacted the Indian policy towards Pakistan. 

China has certainly reacted quite strongly to the situation and the ability of the US to block the sea lanes in 

the Indian and Pacific Occasions on which 80% of Chinese trade depends, the China has tried to create an 

alternative to it in the shape of BRI which is a continental land connectivity project.  

CPEC is an important part of it which on the one hand has enhanced Pakistan’s own capability to respond 

to the regional challenges, it has also emerged as an irritant in the relationship between Pakistan and the 

US.  

Another important point is that China Russia partnership has created new avenues for Pakistan to develop 

its relationship with China even to new levels of cooperation. For example, China facilitated Pakistan to 

become a member of SCO. We also know that China has been a route for the transfer of Russian defense 

technology to Pakistan. Russia is also interested in gas pipelines and several other projects in Pakistan. 

Similarly, Pakistan, China, and even Iran has the convergence of interests in two very important areas: peace 

and stability in Afghanistan to contain the issue of terrorism and drug trafficking. They also want regional 

connectivity which is very important for Pakistan to act as a bridge between Central Asia and the rest of 

the world, including India and South Asia. 

So, these are some of the strategic factors which are impacting the region. What is causing a problem 

between the US and Pakistan is the US believes that its defeat at the hands of the ragtag army of Taliban 

was all due to Pakistan. Had Pakistan not supported them, the US could have succeeded in the area. If you 

look at the congressional record, statements of the important officials, and reports of media and think tanks, 

almost everyone believes that the US debacle was orchestrated by Pakistan. This is one key area where 

Pakistan has a problem with the US.  

Secondly, as the US was looking for new partners to combat terrorism in Afghanistan and the region, 

Pakistan simply refused to be a part of any adventure in the future as it has already suffered a lot being an 

ally of it on the issue.it also refused to provide bases to the US to conduct such operations.  
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Thirdly, Pakistan’s relations with China and now with Russia have also become an irritant between Pakistan 

and the US.  

Now, coming to the implications of this war for Pakistan, let me begin by inviting your attention to the visit 

of Prime Minister Imran Khan to Moscow. No doubt, the situation was very tense but we had to make a 

value judgment. The argument which prevailed was that Pakistan’s interests in relations with Russia are far 

greater than the ones with Ukraine. So, if the president who had accepted the invitation of the Russian 

president to visit his country almost a month earlier, had to go there and no excuse could have gone down 

well in Russia. They would have in fact taken it as a disgrace. However, the fact is that Pakistan had started 

a process even before the arrival of the present government to have a more balanced relationship with the 

three world powers: China, the US, and Russia.  Even those who expected a better response and treatment 

to Pakistan by the new government of Biden were badly disappointed.  

I remember that in one of the meetings like this, a former colleague of mine mentioned that Biden once 

told Karzai, or maybe Ashraf Ghani, that Pakistan was ten or maybe a hundred times more important for 

the US than Afghanistan. I think that was not a compliment but a statement that how deeply the US was 

concerned by Pakistan. There is nothing on offer by the US to Pakistan and we will be deluding ourselves 

by believing that we have lost something very important by turning down the US advice to cancel the prime 

minister's visit to Russia.  

I believe that even if he had not gone there, the problems between the US and Pakistan would have stayed 

there. It is also that the Western bloc led by the US has been demanding Pakistan take a clear-cut stance 

against Russia on the issue of Ukraine. As I mentioned earlier, our interests are far greater and more 

important in the relationship with Russia than Ukraine, therefore accepting any such pressure could have 

been a serious mistake.  

We do believe that Russia should not have invaded an independent country and it is contrary to international 

laws and conventions, but it is also important that the security concerns of all the countries involved in the 

crisis, including Russia, must be taken into account.  We do not think that Russia is waging this war just out 

of some malignance but it is definitely out of some security concerns and have to be respected by all.  

Now, let me conclude by saying a few words about the policy options available to Pakistan. As I have 

already mentioned our relations with Russia are more critical than with Ukraine and we thus need to follow 

a very balanced and careful approach. The US has perhaps very little to offer to Pakistan and it will not be 

wise to sacrifice our interests in the region for that. Remember, that the West will have to eventually 

recognize the security interests of Russia in Ukraine. Despite all foreign support and backing, Ukraine is in 

no position to push back Russia and, therefore, it will have to recognize the security interests of Russia one 

day.   

Pakistan should however follow a balanced policy to keep the three world powers engaged simultaneously. 

The US is no more the superpower and it cannot dictate to China and Russia. Therefore, the war has further 

strengthened the strategic relationship between Russia and China and many other countries have also 

rejected the US pressure to boycott Russia. It shows that they are pursuing an independent policy on the 

issue. We should therefore also pursue our national interests and not give in to any pressure. 

Thank you so much.  

----- 
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Ukraine Perspective on the War with Russia 
Iliya Kusa 

Fellow of The Institute of Future, Kyiv, Ukraine 

Thank you so much for the opportunity to address the distinguished audience. First, I 

would like to update you about the war to help you make some conclusions, though it 

may be very difficult as the situation is very tense and no one knows how will it end, 

finally. 

I would start with how the war has transformed in the last 30 or so days. I think it can 

be divided into three phases. In the first week of the war, the Russian forces were trying to surround and 

blockade the main cities of Ukraine. They avoided storming them and mainly relied on paratroopers to land 

near Keeve and then capture the capital city of the country. These tactics, however, failed to produce any 

meaningful and tangible results and the Russian forces stationed on the borders of Ukraine could not rush 

into as many predicted in the beginning.  

It brings us to the second phase of the war which covered maybe the second, third and fourth week of this 

confrontation between Russia and Ukraine. During this phase, the war became very intense and the 

Russians started shelling the Ukrainian positions, hitting not only the military infrastructure but the civilian 

one as well. For example, thermal and power plants, railway junctions and warehouses, everything which 

provided utility services to the people. This was the moment when the war started having a devastating 

impact on the civilians. 

For example, half of the total population of Chernihiv had to flee to safety. It was a huge humanitarian 

crisis for Ukraine. However, the Russians were again unable to capture the area in this phase as well.  

It led to the third phase of it as the Russians refocused their military attention on the East and South of 

Ukraine and were able to occupy some areas. It was also combined with their political demands, which they 

scaled back a little. As we see in the talks being held in Turkey, the comments made by the delegations of 

the two sides are different from the ones made at the beginning of the talks. The Russians said that they 

were ready to withdraw from the areas occupied by them. There were no demands for the so-called 

demilitarization and denazification – the two demands voiced at the very beginning of the war by the 

Russian president in his national address. But now it seems that the Russian agenda of talks has become 

quite modest.  

Now, let me discuss the implications of this war. I would divide them into two dimensions mainly. First, 

let’s discuss the economic implications. The Russian invasion of Ukraine has massive regional and 

international economic implications. To me, it in the first place has allowed the destruction of the energy 

market in the world, especially in Europe. It is clearly in favor of different countries, such as the US, Qatar, 

Turkey and, probably, Egypt, Algeria, and many other countries as well to seek a bigger market for their 

natural gas in particular.  

I do not see a total ban on the export of Russian energy supply to different countries, especially Europe, 

but there will be a visible reduction in it which will benefit some other countries. The EU has already 

adopted a strategy to reduce dependence on the Russian supplied gas by 2030. It cannot cut it off totally at 

the moment as $0% of its gas requirements are fulfilled by Russia. It will have an implication for the Russian 

economy as its gas import to the EU will be badly disrupted.  

It has also expedited the Ukrainian decision to switch over its energy distribution system from the Russian 

grid stations to the EU system. The process was completed just two weeks ago. This is one of the key 

implications of the war that it had to take this drastic decision.  

The war has had a direct impact on the international market of oil as well as its prices have increased 

significantly after the start of the war. It is now clear that the war has forced many countries to seek alternate 

sources and delink themselves with Russia because of the prevailing situation. Countries like the US, UK, 
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and Canada have already put an embargo on the oil and gas import from Russia. It is symbolic as they do 

not import much from Russia. 

We can also say that, at least to some extent, due to the Russia Ukraine war the US Iran nuclear talks were 

revived after there was a deadlock on them in January. There is also a challenge for Ukraine to find an 

alternate source of Russian and Belarus oil imports. Ukraine has been importing it for a long and it is a 

great challenge for it to find out the alternatives.  

As the Russians have now blocked the Black Sea with their warships, the European land route is the only 

option available to Ukraine to import oil and gas. This is also a great challenge for Ukraine because Russia 

in this phase of the war has started precisely hitting the oil and fuel depots in different places of Ukraine.  

The use of sanctions against Russia as a coercive tool also has many implications to take into account. Many 

international companies working in Russia have already left it before or soon after the imposition of 

sanctions against Russia. It has disturbed the international financial system and supply chain badly. It has 

made international cooperation very difficult for all the countries in the world. To me, even if the two 

countries reach a ceasefire agreement, sanctions imposed on Russia will not go away easily. They will get 

more politicized as the war drags on.  

Another thing that had a profound impact on the world economy was that wheat and sunflower export of 

Ukraine were badly affected by the Russian invasion of it. Russia and Ukraine happen to be the top 

importers of them and a large number of countries depend on them. Countries like Indonesia, Egypt, 

Lebanon, and Algeria are to suffer badly as 50-80% of their import of wheat and sunflower is either from 

Russia or Ukraine. Egypt has a strategic reserve of wheat for three to four months but countries like 

Lebanon can face a crisis as they neither have a storage capacity nor find new suppliers quickly. Recall the 

situation when the Beirut port was destroyed by a bomb explosion a few months back.  

Ukraine’s major wheat-producing fields are located in six regions: South, East, North-East, and Center. 

Four out of them are already affected by the war and the remaining two are partially occupied by the Russian 

forces. It has thus deprived Ukraine of exporting one of its key sources of income. It is also a big blow to 

the countries which relied on Ukraine for their food security.  

So far as political implications are concerned, I think Russia has limited its foreign policy agenda by invading 

Ukraine. In the last almost 15 years, Russia has positioned itself as an alternate center of power. This was 

the rationale behind its different policies, such as the attack on Georgia in 2008, Syria, and Ukraine when 

they invaded it first time in 2014 to capture Crimea and parts of the Eastern region.  

I think Russia has limited its scope to maneuver internationally by invading Ukraine. It impedes the Russian 

policy goals formulated in the mid of 2000. Secondly, it will alter the European security architecture in two 

ways. First, it will further unite the European countries under the banner of NATO and also at the level of 

the EU. The institutional level coordination and unity will deepen as a result of this war, besides pushing 

some of the European countries to rearm themselves. Countries like Poland and Germany have already 

decided to spend more on their army and defense. Secondly, Ukraine remains in the middle of Russia, 

Turkey, the US, and the EU and regional cooperation will be required for the stabilization of the situation. 

It will eventually broaden the European security architecture to the European region. It will enhance the 

role of the EU in the region. 

Thirdly, it has also ended almost 30 years long effects by Russia to reunite the region after the collapse of 

the USSR. Let me explain it a bit. Russia perhaps had an advantage in having relations with the ex-USSR 

republics. It had many points to press for reunification, such as history, culture, language, and many other 

things. It was quite appealing to the people of different states which were once a part of the USSR. So, it 

was an edge that Russia enjoyed over other states and it attracted them a lot. 
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Now, I think there will be less and less space available for this kind of relationship between Russia and 

other post-Soviet Republics. Of course, there might be close political, economic and diplomatic relations 

between them at some time in future but the nostalgic pull for reunification has received a bad blow.  

Finally, the Russian attack has pushed Ukraine to be a part of a multipolar world in which many regional 

countries may come forward to gain prominence and play an active role in international affairs. We have 

already seen that countries like Turkey, Israel, and Poland are most active in facilitating Ukraine Russia talks 

and may appear as potential guarantors of territorial security and integrity to Ukraine in the future.  

Though it is very hard to predict anything at the moment I have a feeling that the future of Ukraine will be 

determined by the result of the ongoing war. The situation is very unclear at the moment. The talks 

happening at the moment are just like discussing an open-ended question that what the future of Ukraine 

should look like. Such things are still a broad idea and we have to wait for the end of the war to have a clear 

idea about the future status of Ukraine and its relations with different countries in the world. This is how I 

look at things at least for the time being. 

Thank you so much! 

----- 

Muslim World Response to the Ukraine Crisis and the Question of Western Arm Twisting, 
Dr. Bakare Najimdeen 

Center for International Peace and Stability (CIPS) 

National University of Sciences & Technology (NUST) 

Thank you so much everyone present here. I think we had quite an extensive discussion 

and it was a pleasure to listen to different speakers from different parts of the world 

giving their perspectives that how this old saga between Russia and Ukraine can be 

resolved.  It is quite praise-worthy in the sense as well that we all are human beings and 

affected by a geopolitical or economic conflict going on in the region close to Europe. 

I do believe that, like the Muslim world, Europe does not have a singular definition. I 

believe that those who are listening to me, here or on the internet, have the sensibility o the Muslim world. 

We usually define the Muslim world as a society, country, or a place where Muslims are in a majority. I 

think this definition is quite archaic. We should move away from such a numeric or reductionist definition 

of the Muslim world. I think the Muslim world is a place that can be bifurcated into two: one is the Muslim 

hedge and the Muslim co.  

So, the Muslims living in Europe and Russia would be considered part of the Muslim world. I am so 

flabbergasted to see the level of the commitment of the Muslims living in Poland who are showing great 

hospitality to both Muslims and non-Muslims. So, I think we need to first establish what the Muslim world 

stands for?  

I have two, probably three points to discuss. 

First, let us contextualize this old saga which Honorable Amb Akram has discussed a bit. I personally see 

it as a rollback. If you could recall the 1950s when Russia made an incursion in Eastern Western Europe 

and the Islamic world. There was an American policy in place which they sometimes call Containment and 

others Rollback. What we are witnessing today is a repetition of that policy. Russia occupied or tried to 

occupy as a campaign as there was no specific name to give to this saga. The Russian campaign on Ukraine 

has led to a revisiting of the American policy of Rollback. 

How does this policy manifest itself? It manifests itself in the form of sanctions. Similarly, what we saw in 

the 1970s in the shape of the OPEC crisis as almost all of its members tried to be confrontationist towards 

the West and Western Europe. Again, there was a rollback. So, to me, it is a rollback that the US is trying 

to repeat in the form of this war. 
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Second, the campaign of Russia in Ukraine is quite fresh in the memory of those in particular who are living 

in South Asia in terms of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. I remember speaking to a Polish professor I 

could easily gather that he apprehended that what happened to Afghanistan can happen to his country also. 

The Soviet incursion into Afghanistan was not a direct incursion into Pakistan but it felt threatened and 

had to play an active role in pushing back the USSR from here.  

Having said this, I also believe that we should contextualize this discussion from the Muslim perspective as 

a failure of the Muslim cosmopolitanism. For example, let us look at this selective deductionism in terms 

of the realism continues to be the premise of international relations. Invasion into Ukraine is an eye-opener 

that, regardless of your religion or country, what matters most to a state is national interests. Interestingly, 

when the US invaded Afghanistan and Iraq, most Muslims considered it an affront to Islam. Now, the thing 

is how do we define this war?  

Should we define it in religious or geopolitical terms? The fact is that national interests continue to play an 

important role, regardless of religiosity or ethnicity. I think it has to be acknowledged that we cannot divorce 

the history of Russia from Ukraine and Poland. This has now become a cause of conflict. 

Thirdly, let me talk a little bit about selective-deductionism or the failure of cosmopolitanism. It is in terms 

of human rights. It is quite understandable when we look at it from the Muslim refugees’ crisis in different 

parts of the world. Now, the question is how the Western world received or reacted to the Muslim refugees 

of Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, etc.?  It only shows cases of the failure of the cosmopolitanism of the 

international system. 

Now, let me come to the question that how this issue is affecting the Muslim world? I conducted a survey 

and found out that about 57% of the respondents believed that it is a challenge to the Muslim world as 

well. It is not just an affront to the Muslims’ sensibility but the world as well. What should be the response 

of the Muslim world? 

I think it is an eye-opener to Muslims to come together to have a monetary union. I am here talking of an 

alternative international currency that is becoming a reality in international order today. It should be like a 

platform where all the Muslims could come together to have a common market in the case of any 

eventuality. It can help them to cope with economic sanctions like a crisis.  

If we look at the Muslim world today, most of the countries are very weak and poor. How will they survive 

if are faced with such kinds of sanctions at this point of time? Russia can perhaps absorb them but not the 

Muslim world.  

Another thing is the alternative market system. It is a system where we can trade among ourselves, without 

necessarily depending upon a particular currency. Dependence on the dollar, yen, or other currency can be 

detrimental to the Muslim world, especially in war times. It will allow them to trade at their convenience.  

I conclude here. Thank you so much for the patient listening! 

----- 

Discussant 
Brig (retd) Said Nazir Mohmand 

Defence Analyst / Senior IPS Associate 

Thank you so much IPS for arranging such a wonderful conference. It has been so 

enlightening to listen to different speakers. I would not like to repeat what has already 

been discussed from different angles since this morning and would like to confine 

myself to the conclusions I have drawn from the war so far. 

The Ukraine issue is certainly an issue emanating from the block politics in the world 

at the moment. To me, it is a replay of the 1962 Cuban Missile crisis. That time, Russia blinked first but 
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this time around it has not and instead launched a war against Ukraine. In fact, NATO and the US to me 

have blinked first on the issue.  

It is also a fact that the UN becomes a debating club when a P-5 member is involved in a conflict. The 

national security interests of Russia were threatened and it had to respond as the red line had already been 

crossed by Ukraine and its allies. To my reckoning, Ukraine’s prime national interests were misplaced in the 

camp politics and the rescue mission or the support they were expecting from the West was not in line with 

the ground realities.  

Ukraine has intentionally become a victim of NATO’s expansionist drive. The US deterrence to avoid war 

will come into play when its own mainland is threatened. I think even if NATO is threatened or imposed 

upon war, the US will not participate in the war if the opponent country’s missiles or other strategic 

weapons can reach its mainland. The crisis has also imposed limits on NATO’s prowess and exposed the 

limits of the US security umbrella for Europe.  

If such things can happen with the existing NATO members, those joining it now cannot be an exception 

to it. instead of firefighting, the EU is adding fuel to the fire. They are providing arms to Ukraine and also 

to non-state actors in the garb of volunteers. If the war drags on, the spillover impact of this “volunteerism” 

cannot be ruled out. It will also impact the economy and social fabric of it. 

At the height of this hybrid war, truth is the first casualty. It always happens in wars but this time around 

claims and counter-claims are beyond human imagination. The West is fighting on the geo-economic front 

whereas the war is geostrategic. The modes of them are different and there cannot be a win-win situation 

because every war is limited in its nature but there are no sunset clauses when it comes to the geo-economic 

clauses of it. If the war prolongs, not only Europe but underdeveloped countries will also suffer immensely.  

The war has laid bare the double standards of the West on the issue of human rights, race, and regionalism. 

How the students from Asian and African countries were treated is an example of this behavior. Media also 

gave hype to this war. As the war goes on, the military corporations will thrive on it as there will be a 

weapon purchase spree by Europe. So, the corporate world will flourish whereas food and grain will become 

rare in the world.  

Just one week after the start of the war, Russia put its nuclear forces on high alert, clearly to send a strong 

signal to NATO to stay out of the conflict zone. It was also aimed at stopping Ukraine from using biological 

and chemical weapons which it allegedly possesses. It was also aimed at forcing Ukraine to keep within the 

conventional domain. It was the second time that Russia put its nuclear forces on high alert. It was first 

done during the Cuban missile crisis. However, that time it was done overtly unlike this time around when 

it is done covertly. The Americas have done it four times: it was done the first time during the Cuban missile 

crisis. Second time against China and Vietnam from 1964 to 1967. Though, Ukraine possessed numerous 

nuclear arms which it abandoned to Russia at the behest of NATO and the US. From this war, a conclusion 

can be drawn that big powers can afford a tactical loss in a war before it transforms into an all-out war.  

Because of this war, Quad and AUKUs will face new challenges. Taiwan's status can be replicated in the 

case of Ukraine. However, the pro-active role of India in Quad will be put under check because it has 

multidimensional relations with Russia. It has already betrayed the trust of the US and EU by abstaining 

from the UN resolution on Russia. In the context of Pakistan and India, it should not be overlooked that 

this whole region is manned by the countries like China, India, Nepal, Bangladesh, and Pakistan which 

abstained from the UK resolution on the issue in UN or have remained neutral. 

This neutrality had a cost for them to pay. For some countries, it was more and for others, it was less. For 

India, it will be a very heavy price to pay because they need the friendship of both the US and Russia at the 

same time. India buying arms from Russia may face some kind of difficulties as Moscow has geared its all 

resources and attention to Ukraine. Therefore, there might be several delays in the implementation of 

different projects. 
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As Pakistan is a close ally of China, it is in a much easier position to deal with the situation. It should side 

with China and Russia on the issue, rather than the West. 

Lastly, the president of Ukraine was perhaps misled by the US and NATO and decided to take on Russia. 

Despite making repeated appeals for help and military support, such as the imposition of a no-fly zone on 

Russia, he has received very little in reality. Today, Ukraine is left on its own and it has to make many 

compromises on its security, national sovereignty, and maybe territorial integrity.                        

It may face balkanization of its eastern part and can eventually become a landlocked country if a quick 

solution to the conflict is not ensured.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

----- 

Russia-Ukraine War and its Impact on Global IT and Banking System 

Dr. Atique Ur Rehman 

Former Director Media 

ISPR and CPEC Authority 

Honorable Chairman, Dignitaries, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen! 

first of all, remember that the major sanctions imposed on Russia include: removing 

Russian banks from the Swift messaging system established for international 

transactions; freezing the assets of Russian companies and oligarchs in western 

countries; and restricting the Russian central bank from using its $630 billion (£473 

billion) of foreign reserves. In response to these moves, Russia has been placed by 

financial institutions to junk status. In other words, the Russian default is certain. 

Thank you so much for the invitation. As I am the last speaker at the conference, I would not like to make 

you wait long for the formal closure of it. 

Let me invite your attention to three major conclusions which I have drawn from the situation so far. I will 

take up the issue of the impact on the international banking system after that. 

Why did the Russians cross the line? Was it a provocation or a calculated step on its part of it? I agree with 

Brig Said that a new arms race is about to start as a result of this war. In reality, the world is anarchic and 

every nation has to take care of its interests. Ukraine in this war has finally been abandoned and the 

insecurity it is facing is to become more acute in the coming days. Therefore, a very important lesson one 

can draw is that no foreign power can ever guarantee you full protection and security. You have to achieve 

it yourself. Never look towards others for it. 

Secondly, I have heard very little about the Nord Stream 2 Pipeline linking Russia and Germany, completed 

only recently. Germany was yet to issue the NoC for it to start functioning. The total construction cost of 

it was $7bn. Had it started functioning, it would have been very difficult for the US to disrupt Russia and 

Germany economic cooperation.  

Thirdly, the BRI project was moving at a good pace as around 140 countries have joined it up till now. It 

is also important to recall that 34 Asian countries abstained from the UN resolution on Russia. It shows 

that there is a clear division between the West and Asia on the issue of Ukraine. If this divide does not go 

away, I am afraid BRI would suffer a lot. Although China is a big beneficiary of this conflict in many ways. 

Coming to the impact of the war on the international banking system, presently $1trn sheet is stuck up or 

disturbed. It means that the whole financial global order is disturbed. Three important sanctions were 

imposed on Russia: one, exiting Russia from the SWIFT system. It means that they cannot buy or sell 

anything in the international market. Every country trading with Russia has either completely stopped it or 

is under tremendous pressure to do so immediately. Multi-national companies have also closed their 

business in or with Russia. 
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The second sanction is all about freezing the accounts of the Russian oligarchs. In this way, they have 

frozen over $650bn belonging to them. This is a big amount and it matters a lot to Russia and the Russian 

oligarchs. The banks in UK, Austria, Germany, and Italy will be facing a huge loss because of such sanctions. 

The banks in the US and Japan possess $150bn belonging to the Russian oligarchs which will be reimbursed 

to them. Therefore, they are not going to suffer a lot but Europe will definitely do so.  

Regarding multi-national companies, all the Western companies have already stopped their businesses in 

Russia and the transactions being carried out through the Russian banks have defaulted. It is estimated that 

$1trn are transacted between the Bank of Russia and the private sector. Out of it, $300bn are invested in 

the money market. Thus, the sanctions imposed on Russia have affected the banking system immensely. 

European banks, especially those of Austria, France, Germany, and Italy, are to suffer the most due to the 

sanctions imposed on Russia. Figures released by the Bank for International Settlement show that France 

and Italy’s banks have an outstanding claim of $25bn on Russian debt while the Austrian banks' claim was 

$17bn. The US banks have been decreasing their exposure to the Russian economy ever since the Crimea 

issue in 20214. As they most probably were in knowledge of what was cooking up, their trade or 

collaboration with the Russian banks was quite limited.  

Similarly, 60m ponds of Ukraine have also been frozen. Switzerland, Cyprus, and UK were the favorite 

destinations of the Russian oligarchs to hide their wealth. But any company doing business with them will 

have to struggle to get repaid because of the cap on their accounts. Some oil companies, such as Shell and 

BP, have decided to offload their assets in Russia. Those trading in the mining sector are thinking to do the 

same.  

Russia Ukraine war is also a warning that how suddenly geopolitical motions can accelerate. Businesses 

should consider their risk exposures carefully. The recent incidents should raise the premium for home 

markets. As happened in the present case, international markets are not free of dangers and risks making it 

necessary for every country to strengthen its home market to its maximum potential. 

I thank you all for your patience. Thank you so much again! 

 

----- 

Q &A Session Three 

Q: Dr. Syed Muhammad Ali: There is an optimism in Islamabad that we are heading to a better, maybe 

even closer, relationship with Russia in different areas, such as energy, gas, and defense. Will the sanctions 

imposed on Russia act as a serious challenge to the two states to move close to each other or they will just 

ignore them and go ahead as planned? 

A: Amb Zamir Akram: I have no doubt in my mind that these sanctions will create problems not only for 

Pakistan but also for every country in the world wishing to establish a closer relationship with Russia. But 

we need to learn from India and China who are handling these sanctions on their own terms and conditions. 

They are working on alternative means to trade with Russia. They are looking into different options. 

So, there might be immediate problems but, down the road, solutions will also emerge.  

Q: Sabur Ali Sayyid: How would you justify the expansion of NATO at the cost of the national security 

interests of Russia?  

A: Dr. Iliya Kusa: To address your question, let me shed light on a couple of points here. First, it is a fact 

that Russia has not been able to find a role for itself inside the Western-dominated new world order after 

the cold war. Russia tried to seek it in 1999 but to no avail. In the beginning, president Putin was a pro-

Western politician. However, the situation changed in post-2000 when Russia could not find a desired place 

in the existing global system. 
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But I don’t think that the Russian invasion of Ukraine was caused by the NATO extension. I admit that 

Ukraine had plenty of rounds of talks with NATO on this issue but there was no immediate possibility of 

any breakthrough on it. so, the timing of the Russian invasion has nothing to do with the question of 

Ukraine's membership in the alliance. There was a common feeling in Ukraine that it was not going to 

happen soon.  

The two countries were holding talks to resolve their differences when Moscow went to war. NATO may 

be a part of the problem but you cannot say that the invasion was directly caused by it. instead, there are 

many other reasons behind it, such as ideological, political, and strategic. NATO factor is simply 

overestimated in our case.  

Q: Iftikhar Gilani: Russia and Ukraine are holding talks in Turkey. Do you see any breakthrough as a result 

of them in the immediate context? 

A: Brig Said: A 20-point draft agreement between the two sides is in circulation in media these days. These 

talks are being held under the glare of international guarantors. I think any agreement on the issue will 

revolve around these 20 points which are very comprehensive and backed by the UN and the US as well. 

There is also a talk about Ukraine becoming a neutral or buffer zone between Europe and Russia. So, we 

have plenty of reasons to be hopeful. 

--------- 

Concluding Remarks by the Session’s Chair 

Dr. Syed Rifat Hussain 

Department of Government, Policy & Public Administration  

National University of Science & Technology (NUST) 

Ladies and gentlemen! I understand you have had a very long day and I really don’t want to pile up the 

agony on you. Let me make a few quick remarks. 

First of all, let me say that we had very rich presentations made by different earned speakers and I really 

appreciate that. My special thanks to Amb Zamir Akram for the profound points he made in his 

presentation.   

Whenever a war happens, there is a huge cost associated with it. There are always many short-term and 

long-term causes that are at play behind them. I am surprised that most of the speakers described the 

Ukraine war as a crisis. The conventional definition of a crisis is that it precedes the outbreak of a conflict. 

So, first of all, we need to be very clear are we talking about a conflict, crisis, or full-scale war.  

The Russians have played it quite smartly as they have called it a “Special Operation” to 

escape the sanctions which could be imposed in case of a war. No matter a conflict or a 

war, several things are quite obvious. Taking a cue from Amb Akram’s presentation, he 

talked of the end of the war in Afghanistan and the humiliation suffered by the US. Let me 

expand a little bit on it. 

In 2009, Osama bin Laden was caught and killed at Abbottabad. For the next 11 years, the American wee 

engaged in a long mission in Afghanistan. In the same year, John Carry, who later became the foreign 

secretary of the US, issued a report titled “Tora Bora Revisited”. The report was sanctioned by the US 

Senate Committee on Foreign Relations. The report made three important points: 

One, the US does not have sufficient numbers of ground forces in Afghanistan to enter the Tora Bora 

wherefrom the Taliban were fleeing to different places. Repeated requests were made to the Secretary of 

Defense Ramsfield but he overruled them.  

Two, the report also discusses why the US military officials were so dismissive of such requirements in 

Afghanistan. John Kerry says that it was somehow or other linked with the US planning of a war in Iraq.  
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Third, the US had unreliable allies in Afghanistan in the form of the Northern Alliance. They bribed 

Afghans in different ways to achieve their goals. The Afghans, however, took money from both sides: Al 

Qaeda which was trying to escape from Tora Bora and the Americans. As a result, Osama bin Laden was 

able to escape from there to the border areas with Pakistan. It is said by different people and Gen (retd) 

Shuja Nawaz has mentioned in his second book also that the Pakistan army had requested repeatedly that 

if you want us to contain the spread of the Al Qaeda People along the border, help us strengthen our 

border. It was however turned down.  

Now, the point is that the US did not help Pakistan to contain Al Qaeda but still blame it for the debacle it 

suffered in Afghanistan.   

It is also important to realize that wars always lead to divisions. No war has been an exception to it. now, 

the question is that what is the central point of conflict over Ukraine? It is not the Russian security interest. 

The Western media has been too busy to portray it as a war between authoritarianism and liberalism. Putin 

has been demonized  

As we are today living in an era of hybrid wars where wars though happen but never described so. Rose 

Marry has rightly said that we are living in an era of dirty wars where nobody is ready to protect or offer 

you any help because of your values, human rights perspectives and so on.  

It leads me to the third point, which is the Muslim response to the ongoing conflict. I think we need to 

frame the question very clearly and we should make no allowance for Putin’s aggression on Ukraine. You 

may like or dislike president Zelensky has stood up against the incursion. The fact of the matter is that if 

you are a week country or give up your nuclear weapons you will be at the mercy of great powers.  

Regarding sanctions, nobody except Brig Attique has talked about them. There are two things about them: 

the country that imposes sanctions and the country which receives them. Both suffer though unevenly. If 

the West is happy to delink Russia with the SWIFT system and stop import of energy from it, they fail to 

realize that Russia is the energy supper power and the key supplier of oil and gas to Europe which cannot 

escape the negative impact of these sanctions in short- and long-term perspective.  

This is, therefore, a glimmer of hope at the end of the tunnel and the conflicting parties finally sits around 

the table to settle this conflict through talks. How long will it take, I don’t know but it has to happen one 

day. 

My last point is that wars have the consequences for presidents, prime ministers and the generals who fight 

it. Pakistan can be an outstanding exception to this rule (laughter) where who lost the war continued to rule 

as usual. Even in authoritarian countries, there are consequences and penalties. I just hope that a strong 

opposition emerges against him at home, either in the form of a military coup or reduced level of support 

for him. If he survives it, as he has in las t two decades or so, we need to revisit that hypothesis.  

I think we should stand in solidarity with the people and the government of Ukraine as they have suffered 

an aggression once again. the choice is very clear. It is an absolutely moral and ethical issue. I know that 

when Stalin was planning to invade Hungary in 1952, somebody asked him why he was thinking to do so, 

he replied “how many troops does the Pope have?”  this tendency has continued with Russia. They invaded 

Afghanistan and lost the war. However, Gorbachev had a good sense to close the war finally. Let’s see how 

Russia now close the festering wound of Ukraine.  

These were some of my observations on the issue. I am once again very thankful to all of the presenters 

for their excellent contribution to the conference. I thank you all for making this conference a great success! 
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Recommendations 
 

Note: These recommendations represent the viewpoint of different speakers and may not be taken as the 

consensus opinion of the conference! 

• According to different estimates, over 50,000 foreign fighters have reached Ukraine to take part in 

a “holy war” against Russia. This shall provide a new impetus to the far-right extremism which has 

already taken firm roots in many European countries. All efforts, therefore, should be made to 

discourage the involvement of foreign fighters in the ongoing war between Russia and Ukraine as 

it will  

• International media must pay attention to the fact that the Western countries bent backwards to 

discourage their nationals to join Daesh in Syria but have largely turned a blind eye to those who 

are travelling to Ukraine to fight against Russia in the name of religion. Eulogizing this trend holds 

serious implications, especially for minorities, in Europe in the coming days.  

• The media should highlight the point that the West, especially the US, has used extremists as a 

cogent weapon to forward its geo-strategic interests worldwide.  

• Expansion of the NATO to the Eastern Europe is a clear threat to the geostrategic interests of 

Russia, besides being a clear violation of the Minsk Agreements and the guarantees provided to 

Moscow by the US and the Western countries against any such overture. The fears and 

apprehensions of Russia must be addressed to let peace prevail in the region. 

• To avoid confrontation and bloodletting, Ukraine should seriously consider to declare itself a 

neutral country like Austria, while being allowed to join the European Union to become a part of 

its economic market. It can go a long way in safeguarding the diverse interests of the two sides, 

simultaneously.  

• The war should come as a great reminder to China to work for peace, security, and prosperity in its 

neighborhood because any political turmoil or economic disorder will only provide a handy 

opportunity to the US-led forces to establish a strong foothold therein at the cost of the geo-

strategic and economic interests of Beijing.  

• Russia must show flexibility in its overall approach to the situation and take immediate steps to seek 

a negotiated settlement of the issue. If the war drags on, Russia will not but lose its honor, reputation 

and military and economic prowess, striking a blow to the prospects of a multipolarism in the world. 

• Pakistan should avoid taking any step which could antagonize Russia with whom today it shares a 

common viewpoint on a number of issues than ever. Even if it supports Ukraine on the issue, the 

US-led Western block has very little, if any, to offer to Pakistan against it, making it essentially 

important for it to play its cards more wisely. 

• The Russia-Ukraine crisis must be seen as an eye-opener by the Muslims to come together for a 

monetary union, a system of alternative currency which is becoming a reality in global politics. In 

this regard, OIC should act as a platform for the Muslims to come together to introduce an 

independent financial system. 

 

 

 

 


