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Executive Summary 
 

 

History is resplendent with a few people who dared to stand against oppression and oppressors. Syed Ali Shah 

Geelani, a symbol of Kashmiri resistance and freedom struggle, is among such individuals. Syed Ali Geelani 

was a visionary leader who was well aware of the deception and nefarious motives of the Indian government. 

He soon became a threat to Indian policymakers and the government. And in order to break him, the state 

government used utmost oppression tactics and imprisonment which, however, failed to make him drift away 

from his cherished goal of Kashmir’s right to self-determination. 

Syed Ali Geelani, the founder of the Hurriyat Conference, embraced martyrdom on September 1, 2021, after 

being placed under strict house arrest in Srinagar in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK). 

The unmatched contributions of the late Quaid-e-Kashmir towards the Kashmir liberation movement will be 

always remembered in eloquent terms. Despite his advanced age, deteriorating health conditions, continuous 

detention, and restrictions, he continued to lead the Kashmir struggle and wrote multiple books on the Kashmir 

liberation movement. 

Syed Ali Geelani’s legacy serves as a reminder that the struggle for the right to self-determination requires a 

firm commitment to the cause and that the destiny of Kashmir and Kashmiris lies with Pakistan. He has left 

behind an immaculate, undeterred, and firm legacy. 

To pay tribute and homage to the Kashmiri leader on his first death anniversary, the Institute of Policy Studies 

(IPS), Islamabad, in collaboration with Legal Forum for Kashmir (LFK), organized a memorial reference titled, 

‘Syed Ali Shah Geelani: His Struggle & Legacy’ on September 1, 2022, to pay homage to Syed Ali Geelani on 

his first death anniversary. 

The memorial reference stressed that the liberation of Kashmir remains an unfinished goal of Pakistan’s 

independence, and its pursuit calls for Pakistan to have a distinct set of narratives and ideologies. Moreover, to 

push forward the mission of Syed Ali Geelani, Pakistan must defend the cause of Kashmir at the international 

level with seriousness and expose the human rights violations and motives of India. Only in this way, the slogan 

of Syed Ali Geelani and Kashmiris, “We are Pakistani and Pakistan is ours,” could be realized. 
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Proceedings of the Memorial Reference 
 

 

Opening remarks by Dr. Saif Malik, Senior Research Fellow, IPS 

It is of special importance that, on this day, a great personality, Syed Ali Geelani, was blessed 

with the status of martyrdom after a long detention. He was an iconic personality who led the 

Kashmiri freedom movement for a very long time, despite all atrocities, subjugation, and 

suppression by Indian forces. We have organized today’s event to pay tribute to the struggle 

and legacy of Syed Ali Geelani. 

 

Welcome note by Ambassador (r) Syed Abrar Hussain, Vice Chairman, IPS 

Today marks one year since Syed Ali Geelani parted ways with us. As a leader, he was the 

picture of a visionary, eloquent, and kindhearted soul. As a mujahid leader, his courage, great 

perseverance, and firmness in the face of constant Indian oppression are unmatched in the 

world. The hardships and toughness of long imprisonments under Indian oppression did not 

sway his firmness and great perseverance even a bit. 

If you read two of his famous books, Rudad-i-Qafs and his biography Vullar Kinare: Ap Biti, 

there are many details about how Indians tried to steer him away from his cause to bend him 

and how many difficulties he had to face in prison; but, Syed Ali Geelani never bowed down. He always proved 

to be rock-steady in his patience and steadfastness. 

Syed Ali Geelani’s knowledge and his love and passion for literature are no secret. Read his books. Listen to his 

speeches. They are proof of his authorship. Also, look at his love for Allama Iqbal. He wrote a book on Allama 

Iqbal and frequently quoted him in his speeches and writings. He has written about 30 books, despite the 

continuous political struggle and jihad that he waged against the Indian oppression in IIOJK. 

So, today, we are here to recollect the memories of such a scholarly personality, a mujahid, and a selfless and 

sincere leader. However, we also must realize what has been the situation in Kashmir since his death. The leading 

intellectuals of the country are here to enlighten us on these topics and I fully hope that we will benefit from them 

today. 

Sheikh Abdul Matin, General Secretary, All Parties Hurriyat Conference  

Today’s meeting is a reward for us as the person being mentioned is Syed Ali Shah Geelani. 

He, at a very young age, devoted himself to the exaltation and declaration of Islam and the 

Islamic movement. 

We believe that the entire life of Syed Ali Shah is an ideology; it is also a name of persistence 

and dedication. Therefore, when Hurriyat Conference came into being, the most reliable 

person on the forum was Syed Ali Shah Geelani. But we saw that he preferred Umar Farooq 

and he was elected as the chairman of the All Parties Hurriyat Conference [APHC]. 

However, it was later split up into two. The uncompromising principles of Geelani were the main reason for 

the split. 

Now, I would like to talk about the current scenario, which may be a cause of joy for you because today 

Hurriyat stands at a place where Geelani had wanted it. Geelani’s slogan, “We are Pakistan and Pakistan is 

ours,” can be seen echoing in every heart of every child in every home and neighborhood in IIOJK. Today, 

APHC is reunited under the leadership of Masarat Alam Bhat. I have mentioned Masarat Alam because his 

vision bears a lot of resemblance to the sermons, conversations, and motto of Syed Ali Geelani. Therefore, 

Hurriyat founder Syed Ali Geelani made Masarat Alam Bhat his successor in his life. I still remember Geelani 
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used to teach us that we should follow the path of Kashmir freedom even if India lays gold on the roads instead 

of tar; that we will not renounce it even if India enters IIOJK with its entire army; that we shall not deviate 

from our slogan of Pakistan. 

The heart of the matter is that the Kashmir issue is an international problem. The resolutions for Kashmir are 

there in the UN and the Security Council. During his three terms in assemblies, Geelani fearlessly advocated 

for the Kashmir issue to the world. I have the honor to learn directly from him. He was like a father figure. He 

trained us to never compromise on principles. This is why some people call him Siddiq. He was adamant about 

his position and was a man of deep intellect. He used to tell us that India’s mentality is Hinduism. In some 

videos, he revealed that a segment of India’s Hinduism is entering Kashmir and we saw that happening in 2019 

when India abrogated Article 370 and Article 35A. It is also visible in Indian efforts to effectuate a demographic 

change in Kashmir. 

So, throughout our lives, we have seen India being afraid of Geelani. For this reason, India imprisoned him for 

almost 12 years and put him under house arrest for nearly 10 years. Moreover, India seems to be afraid of 

Geelani even after his demise as the Indian forces barged into his home and took away his dead body. Most of 

us did not even get to see his face or offer his funeral prayers and he was buried silently in the darkness of 

night. 

The situation in Kashmir worsened after August 5, 2019, as human rights violations and black laws have 

doubled since then. In addition, most Kashmiri leaders are imprisoned, including Masarat Alam Bhat, Yasin 

Malik, Shabir Shah, Asia Naheed, Fahmida, and many others. It is important to understand that India is all 

about realizing its Hinduism. In this regard, I want to mention that we all should salute Quaid-e-Azam 

Muhammad Ali Jinnah who presented the two-nation theory as time has proved that Jinnah was absolutely 

right in presenting and pursuing this theory. 

At times, I feel sad about the leaders and government of Pakistan. At the governmental level, we have seen that 

there is just a temporary national policy on Kashmir that is not even followed. After Allah, Kashmiris only 

have faith in the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. 

So, I request all intellectuals to speak up for Kashmir and raise the slogans of Geelani and Masarat Alam, i.e. 

“Tera Mera Kya Arman, Pakistan, Pakistan.” Kashmiris have fulfilled their responsibility with their blood. 

Kashmiri people and Pakistan are one. God willing, the day is not far when Kashmir shall be independent and 

become part of Pakistan. The dream of our leader, Syed Ali Shah Geelani, shall be fulfilled.

Asif Mehmood, Senior Journalist and Author 

I am thankful to IPS and Kashmir Legal Forum for commemorating Syed Ali Geelani on his 

first death anniversary, particularly when our rulers have shown indifference. I am also 

thankful to them for remembering me on this day. 

As you all know Syed Ali Geelani much better than me, you can speak about him way better. 

So, I will share my personal experience about the brief contact that I had with Geelani. 

Unfortunately, by the time I had an access to Geelani, he was again imprisoned and I only got 

to talk to him for two or three minutes. I also invited him to my talk show, but we could not 

connect and talk for more than four minutes as the line dropped frequently. Now, I can’t say anything about 

whether it was just a coincidence or deliberate. 

There was a spicy side of his personality that I would like to share with you all. I remember that, in a conversation 

during my talk show, I told Geelani, “though this is your perspective, a popular personality from Kashmir also 

holds a contrary view.” To this, Geelani replied, “This may be his view but my perspectives are this and they are 

popular narratives and views in Kashmir.” Then, I responded to Geelani that the other person is also quite popular 

in Kashmir and Geelani replied, “Yes, he is very popular in Kashmir; a certain neighborhood of Srinagar knows 

him.” 
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So, he was also a very sharp and present-minded person. I remember that when Mirwaiz visited Pakistan, we 

eagerly wanted to meet Geelani. So, we asked Mirwaiz whether Geelani came with him and, telling you his 

answer, he replied, “how can Geelani come to this country on an Indian passport.” Later, I found out that another 

man from Srinagar had come with Mir to Pakistan. So, I questioned him as that person had also come from 

Srinagar on an Indian passport. Now, see the political differences when that person replied, “It’s us who are here. 

But he is Geelani.” 

As some of my columns appeared when the Article 370 was revoked, I thought that they should be printed in 

book form. So, my publisher asked me to have someone write a preface for the book, to which I responded that 

the only person who can write on this is Syed Ali Geelani but it’s difficult to access him. Nonetheless, my 

publisher insisted I should give it a try. Therefore, I made efforts to reach him and his people told me, “Geelani 

has already read whatever you had written; just send a summary of your book so that we can request Geelani to 

write a preface.” 

I remember that I sent the summary of my book late on Thursday night and after the Friday prayers, I received 

the preface from Syed Ali Geelani, which is printed on the front of my book. Now, this was astonishing for a 

student like me that he already knew about whatever was being published in Pakistan on Kashmir. This reflected 

his commitment to the cause he was struggling for. 

I remember that I once received a video of Geelani when he was very ill. It was the time when many media outlets 

had even spread the word about his death. After a while, when he recovered, I again received a video of him 

reciting ‘Ya Allah, Ya Allah’; and, amidst that, he repeatedly associated himself with Pakistan. I shared this video 

on social media and it went viral. After a few months, I received another video in which his grandchild greeted 

him in an Ertugrul style. But this time, when I thought to post it, the sender forbade me. I felt a little bad about it 

and asked him the reason. He told me that last time, when the video of Geelani being ill went viral, two of our 

youths were arrested over the video and they returned only after completing four months of imprisonment. This 

happened because it is forbidden to record or share videos of Geelani. 

When I recall these past events, I dearly miss Abdul Sattar, a former foreign minister. I once spoke to him and he 

told me that it might happen that, in some weak moment, he may doubt his Pakistaniat or he may falter but he 

would never doubt Ali Geelani’s Pakistaniat or that Ali Geelani would falter. This was the testimony of Abdul 

Sattar who was a minister in Pervez Musharraf’s cabinet. Much to my bitterness and regret, the society and politics 

of Pakistan are unaware of the legacy of Syed Ali Geelani. What did the people in Pakistan do for a person who 

spent his entire life in the freedom struggle and stood for Pakistan? We could not even file a single human rights 

case against Modi for which we all should be ashamed. 

If you see any progress being made in the previous year, tell me about it. We have already seen the demise of 

Syed Ali Geelani. Now someday, God forbid, next could be news about Yasin Malik’s death. What do these 

prime ministers know who Syed Ali Geelani or Yasin Malik are? Only a lower section officer would issue a 

statement of condolence on behalf of these ministers and that is it. Two big funerals took place in Pakistan last 

year, one of Dr. A.Q. Khan and the other of Syed Geelani, but both were missed by our political leadership. What 

can we expect from those who are not with us at Pakistan’s biggest funerals? 

I have put it all in front of you and, God willing, as long as there is life, this talk will continue. Also about the 

Kashmir curfew, the government has forgotten about it. Averse to this apathetic conduct is a little account of a 

poet who was crying one day. When someone asked him the reason; he said, “If I don’t cry even today, then for 

what day had I held tears in my eyelids.” All the ambassadors from the world go by Kashmir but no one takes 

any notice of the curfew. Even in Pakistan, little heed is paid to Kashmir as only the curfew counter is watched 

and every twenty to thirty days, it is announced that these many days have passed since the curfew and that is all. 

I call on anyone who has still left some feeling for the pathetic situation of Kashmiris to take that counter down 

when we actually do nothing. 
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Prof. Dr. Muhammad Mushtaq, Chairman, Department of Law, Mirpur University of Science 

and Technology 

First of all, I would like to thank the Institute of Policy Studies and Legal Forum for Kashmir 

who are commemorating Syed Ali Geelani on this day. I have spoken at various international 

forums, but today I am having difficulty speaking and the basic reason behind this is the 

feeling of guilt that we could not fulfill our duties and have betrayed Syed Geelani. 

I have done three PhDs in law on Kashmir. Dr. Sardar Waqar, who is chairman of the Law 

Department at the University of Kotli, wrote a thesis with me that argued to view Kashmir as 

a semi-state entity. This will allow us to address the rights of people in Azad Kashmir and the 

issue of human rights violations in Indian illegally occupied Kashmir. I have mentioned on numerous occasions 

that the issue of Kashmir is neither a border dispute nor a land dispute. It is about occupation, a forceful 

occupation. In the past, when India took the matter to the UN and agreed to solve the issue through plebiscite, the 

problem of accession went into the background. Now, India cannot go back on the plebiscite. Asif Mehmood has 

written many important points in his book on different aspects of this issue. He has done wonderful work by 

explaining the case of Pakistan and the Kashmiris in the Urdu language so that even a common man can 

understand it. 

One of the key challenges is the communication gap between the government and the masses. We have not been 

able to tell our people what our legal position on this matter is. False narratives are constantly being fed on social 

media. For instance, it is said that Pakistan was obligated to withdraw its forces for the plebiscite to take place 

and that Pakistan is responsible for the plebiscite which is not being held. Moreover, there are countless 

miscommunicated things like the 1972 Simla Agreement. Indian interpretation of the pact is widely accepted 

because no one reads the actual text. However, unfortunately, our counter-narrative on social media is not strong 

enough and has been unable to generate a clamor comparable to the Indian narrative. As a result, we have not 

been able to translate it into our policy and communicate it to our people. That is why the communication gap is 

constantly increasing. 

People are unaware of Syed Ali Geelani and his legacy. Even in Kashmir, we are not aware of his legacy. For 

instance, it was only today when the Government of AJK asked all the educational institutions and universities in 

Kashmir to hold an event in remembrance of Syed Ali Geelani. This is the level of seriousness that the government 

is asking to arrange events just a day before his death anniversary. 

Syed Ali Geelani was imprisoned for spreading the light of truth but he never, not even once, turned away from 

the path of truth. The extent of ignorance about Kashmir in Pakistan is so high that in the International Committee 

of the Red Cross in Geneva, while discussing the issue of prolonged occupation, a famous professor from Pakistan 

only mentioned Israel and not Kashmir. The case around the occupation has been built in such a way that only 

Israel has its monopoly over this word. Nobody can think beyond Israel when the word ‘occupation’ is mentioned. 

Whereas the truth is that Kashmir is a much older issue of occupation than the Israel-Palestine conflict. 

If the issue of Kashmir is mentioned as an occupation issue, then all the human rights violations by India become 

war crimes. So why not present it as war crimes? With this, we will not be limited to international courts and it 

will allow the Kashmiri people and leadership to present their case to the international war tribunals as well.

Prof. Dr. Muhammad Kaleem Abbasi, Vice Chancellor, University of Azad Jammu & Kashmir 

I am very happy to be here today and meet Raja Zafar-ul-Haq. Raja Zafar is a great asset for 

us and Pakistan. Being a Kashmiri and vice chancellor of UAJK, I am thankful to the Institute 

of Policy Studies and Kashmir Legal Forum for organizing this program on the first 

anniversary of our leader Syed Ali Geelani Shah. 

The freedom struggle for Kashmir is full of sacrifices. At the time of the partition of the 

Subcontinent, it was not only the state of Jammu and Kashmir that was disputed but also 

states like Hyderabad and Junagadh. However, Hyderabad and Junagadh could not sustain their existence. But 

Jammu and Kashmir has retained its existence even after 70-74 years. That is because Kashmiris have made 
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immense sacrifices. Another reason is the support for the Kashmir cause from the people of Pakistan and different 

governments. 

In 1948, when we were young and studying in universities, people used to taunt us that Kashmiris are not doing 

anything for themselves. But suddenly in 1984, there was a spark ignited by the sacrifices and efforts of Maqbool 

Butt which made people think that the revival of Kashmir’s freedom movement can be brought about. Today, 

Yasin Malik is imprisoned for life in the same jail where Maqbool Butt was hanged. Since the beginning of our 

freedom movement, about 100,000 people have been martyred. So, the survival of the Kashmir issue is due to the 

great eternal and unmatched sacrifices of the Kashmiris. 

Last year, there was a program on Syed Ali Geelani after his death at International Islamic University, Islamabad. 

There was a large number of students in the audience. The university showed the same video you have shown 

here about Geelani chanting this slogan of “I am Pakistani, and Pakistan is ours, communism will not work, 

socialism will not work, Islam will work.” So, I asked the students in the audience whether they knew where 

Geelani was standing and talking with such great valor for Pakistan. Then, I told them that he was standing at Lal 

Chowk in the middle of Srinagar while chanting the slogans of Pakistan. I ask you this question, is it easy to do 

this? Can you imagine doing such a thing? Only a mujahid with such a commitment can do it. 

Let me tell you one more thing about Ali Geelani. For a long time, the IIOK was ruled by Sheikh Abdullah and 

his successors on the basis of nationalism. But the person who broke this chain of nationalism-based command 

was Syed Ali Geelani. The narrative has been changed so much that any man who is martyred in Indian Occupied 

Kashmir prefers to be buried wrapped in the flag of Pakistan. Zafar-ul-Haq is also a witness of this change, which 

I would rather call a revolution that has taken place within the state. 

I would also like to share with you an incident that Sheikh Abdullah quoted in his book that reflects the foresight 

of Quaid-e-Azam about Kashmir that was revived by Geelani. Sheikh Abdullah writes in his book Aatish-e-

Chinar, “I took time from Quaid-e-Azam to talk about two-nation theory and the issue of Kashmir accession. The 

general perception about Quaid-e-Azam was that he was a very stubborn man and did not listen to anyone, but he 

silently listened to me for two hours while I was arguing against the two-nation theory. After I was done, Quaid-

e-Azam said to me: Abdullah! You are similar to children. My hair have turned white during this freedom 

struggle; you are making a big mistake.” 

Furthermore, Sheikh Abdullah writes that Quaid-e-Azam warned him about his decision and said, “You will not 

realize this mistake yet but by the time you do so, it will be too late.” 

So, this was the vision and foresight of Quaid-e-Azam which was revived by Geelani that the Kashmiri nation is 

in turmoil and history proved that the two-nation theory was indeed right. 

Additionally, I would like to mention one more thing from his book Aatish-e-Chinar. Sheikh Abdullah argued 

that he took Kashmir’s case directly to the United Nations in 1948 because it was strong since states in the 

Subcontinent were given the right to go with the country of their choice – either India or Pakistan – and our ruler 

joined India. 

Shiekh Abdullah further writes that Pakistan came in as an aggressor and attacked us and though we went as the 

petitioner to the UN, we came out as accused. It was the work of Pakistan’s foreign minister Sir Zafarullah Khan 

that we were accused and expelled. Now, I want to ask that if Pakistan could win such a weak case of Kashmir in 

the UN at that time, then why is it losing after 70 years? Thus, this is a matter of concern and deliberation. 

I am an agricultural graduate but I used to study history during my student life. I studied that freedom movements 

have a specific peak time. If they could not succeed at that point, they have to revert to build up that same 

momentum for decades. So, what I fear is that, God forbid, the Kashmir freedom movement may fail like that of 

Junagadh and Hyderabad if the rulers don’t change their policies. 

India is working to change the demography of Kashmir; it has already issued domiciles and certificates to four 

million people. Kashmiri locals are continually voicing their concerns. They are now seeing hundreds of unknown 

people coming and settling in their villages. This same strategy was adopted by Israel in 1948 in Palestine when 
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Jews from around the world were brought and settled in Palestine. This is a matter of great concern. After making 

demographic changes, India will hold a referendum. Then, what will you do? 

I request the policymakers and think tanks to give Kashmiri leadership a chance to present their case for 

themselves. They are sitting in Muzaffarabad and can present it in a much better and stronger manner. As Mirza 

Ghalib said: 

Mein bhi munh main zuban rakhta hun 

Kash koi mujh se bhi poochay mudda'a kia ha 

There are serious concerns about why Kashmiri leadership isn’t given the chance to present their case to the world 

and why Hurriyat Conference does not get a chance to fight their case in front of the world. There are two ways 

to push forward the Kashmir cause; by pursuing an armed struggle, which is obviously not the case, and by 

pursuing a political struggle. But the problem with this option is that it is not paying off and our voices are not 

being given due weightage. So, a viable option is to give the Kashmiri people and leadership a chance to present 

their case to the world. When they will tell the world about human rights violations, abuses, and rapes of their 

women and children, the world will listen. I have lived in England for my PhD and when I used to tell them about 

human rights violations, they heeded what I said because I was a Kashmiri. 

Dr. Asma Shakir Khawaja, Executive Director, Center for International Strategic Studies, AJ&K 

There are very few people in history who have the courage to stand up to the oppressor. The 

worldly miseries cannot bend them in front of oppression and Syed Ali Geelani was one of 

them. 

He stood as a rock in front of Indian authoritarianism all his life. He belonged to a subjugated 

community and was not very stable politically. Despite all odds, he remained steadfast in his 

struggle and exposed India’s nefarious motives to the world. Now, the question is whether we 

succeeded in carrying forward his legacy after his death. Has the struggle and ideology stopped there, or has it 

moved forward? The people, the rulers, those with political power, and the people of knowledge are working to 

carry forward his legacy. If we are not doing this, then we need to reform ourselves. 

In IIOJK, Syed Ali Geelani is among the people who are under the wrath of state terrorism; his name is at the top 

of the list. But despite suffering so much persecution, he stood firm for the truth. He did not bow his head before 

the oppressor. The purpose of this state bias was that the right movement and mark of self-determination should 

be erased. It was an Indian tactic to achieve its goals. Other infamous tactics include coercive constitutional 

amendments, i.e. constitution without the consent of the people of occupied Kashmir and the people’s 

representatives. This simply means that “I am making the changes that can erase the Kashmiriness of Kashmiris”. 

These changes were not implemented suddenly but according to a regular plan. This plan has been going on for 

decades. It was there in the BJP manifesto, but we did not pay heed. 

It has always been my stand that Kashmiris must fight their own case. There is no doubt that Pakistan has always 

been helping Kashmir, but the Kashmiri people, political leaders, and people of knowledge must raise their voices 

for themselves. 

Among other tactics that India is using in Kashmir are ethnic and religious settlements, spreading fear and panic, 

and political mapping that is declaring Kashmiri Muslims as a minority. Even at such a great loss, our role is 

nothing but that of a silent spectator. Moreover, the human rights violations and economic terrorism in Kashmir 

are not hidden. For Indian Hindutva, taking away the right to live from Kashmiris is a matter of pride and there 

is a regular Islamophobic ideology behind it. Leaders like Syed Ali Geelani made people aware of this danger. It 

is not possible to deny it. It is a pity that all knowingly, we have become unknown. Bharat made films to hide its 

hands stained with the blood of Kashmiris. But we did not create our story based on the truth. It is the 

responsibility of Kashmiris to express their pain. Kashmiris should write their painful history or else their name 

and mark will be erased in entirety. 
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Advocate Nasir Qadri, Director, Legal Forum for Kashmir 

I request every Pakistani brother and sister to study Geelani. It will be extremely difficult to 

emerge from the vacuum created by his departure. It seems like it was all a game that had 

finally reached its conclusion. But his steadfastness and determination teach us to keep 

moving forward. It keeps us awake and cognizant of our role and duty. The person, who used 

to issue calls for funeral prayers of Kashmiri martyrs and thousands of people would gather 

around, sadly, had not a single person around him to offer his funeral prayer. On his death 

anniversary, his grave is surrounded by soldiers. With the help of IPS, we were able to file a 

case in the UK in this regard. But unfortunately, the state remained a silent spectator. 

Iftikhar Gilani, Senior Journalist and Son-in-Law of Syed Ali Geelani 

Glad to see Prof. Khurshid here. Syed Ali Geelani was very devoted to him. When I joined a 

seminar at IPS sometime back, you gave me some books published by IPS and a card, and I 

said that I will deliver them to Geelani. But unfortunately, I could not as he was under house 

arrest at the time. Police did not allow me to enter and I was asked to take permission from 

the IG. Finally, when I was allowed to enter, I gave Geelani those books. Later, another friend 

of ours, who has become quite famous now, wrote a book and wanted to have a foreword for 

it. So, Geelani himself said whether Khurshid Ahmad can be contacted as there is no one better than him to write 

the foreword. 

He had a great love and respect for Iqbal. He was a great expert on Iqbal’s philosophy and poetry. Once I asked 

my wife that why is he writing so much on Iqbal. He could write much better things for Kashmir and about 

Kashmir. So, later he called and smiled and asked me why I don’t want him to work on Iqbal. I replied to him 

that there is no one better than him who can write about Kashmir and Hurriyat. 

The events that unfolded in Kashmir, especially after 2019, have shown to the whole world the significance of 

the struggles of Syed Ali Geelani for Kashmir. His impact and street power in Kashmir were unmatched. I am 

saying this not as his relative but as his student who was with him till 1996. 

I have seen very closely the entire politics around Kashmir. During the tenure of Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, there was 

Indira-Sheikh Accord. In reaction to this, there were strikes in the entire Kashmir Valley in 1975. I was with Syed 

Ali Geelani at the time. It was the time when the whole freedom movement in Kashmir went underground. The 

only person who supported the freedom movement in the open was Syed Ali Geelani. I remember his very popular 

speech in 1990 that fired up the youth in Kashmir. In that speech, he said that the journey is very long and the 

road is very difficult. There is a need to stay and walk carefully. 

Kashmiris have never been allowed, by the political leadership, to speak up for themselves. The struggle was 

completely deprived of political leadership. If you look at it, there was a kind of collaboration between Pakistan 

and the governor at the time. Where the former was not allowing a political leadership to emerge and the latter 

arrested the entire political leadership and an anarchic situation was created. He loved Pakistan. Whatever was 

happening in Pakistan, he always expressed his views. 

I remember when I met with the deputy high commissioner of Pakistan in Delhi in 2005, he asked me ‘can you 

advise Geelani to leave Pakistan’s problems with Musharraf, those problems of Balochistan and Akbar Khan 

Bugti.’ Later, when I met Geelani, I asked him, “Why do you talk about Pakistan’s politics, why make it an enemy 

when it is the only country that supports us? We are already full of our own problems.” He answered, “Pakistan 

is our benefactor.”  

And only a year later, when Bugti was killed, he was very angry. The predictions he made usually came true. 

When Musharraf’s formula came, he realized that it was a trap for Pakistan. Syed Ali Geelani was a person with 

great vision and determination and loved Pakistan. 
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Raja Zafar-ul-Haq, Former Senator and Veteran Statesman 

After the departure of Syed Ali Geelani, the responsibility on the people of Pakistan and 

Kashmir has increased. Although that gap cannot be filled, efforts to formally fulfill these 

responsibilities are felt by individuals. Although a group of people in Pakistan felt the pain of 

the Kashmiri people as if it was their own, it is a pity that the tragedy that happened last year 

was not taken seriously. 

The decision of India regarding Articles 370 and 35A is worthy of consideration. There is no 

doubt that the decision maligned the Kashmiri people and their decades of freedom struggle. 

It is oppression and a violation of human rights. With this decision, India’s image in front of the world is getting 

worse, but Pakistan is not doing enough. I believe that ‘us’ inside Pakistan and Kashmir and the whole world, and 

the Kashmiri diaspora should unite on this stand against India. I think that IPS can be a great platform for this to 

gather people together to come up with a plan and involve Kashmiris in every forum.

Khalid Rahman, Chairman, IPS 

Today, September 1, is an important day in the history of the world. Many of you might be 

aware that when the United Nations was being formed, the most important question at that 

time was ‘should there be a veto power or not?’ And, on this occasion, the American president 

distinctly said, ‘It’s a given that if the United Nations is formed, it will have veto power, 

otherwise it will not be formed.’ That is, the United Nations and veto power are mutually 

exclusive. 

Struggling for justice in the resulting system is a tough task and Syed Geelani understood it 

very well. As a matter of fact, a large number of people in the world live for themselves and very few people live 

for their mission and work for their purpose based on principles. Syed Ali Geelani is counted among those few 

people. I had the honor of meeting him twice during Hajj. And his personality, his aura, and his steadfastness 

amazed me every time. 

The Kashmir issue is primarily a human issue and a justice issue. It is widely said that nuclear war is extremely 

destructive. Does it imply that conventional warfare is not harmful? Are the chances of destruction in conventional 

war less? There was no nuclear war, but all kinds of weapons were used. The need of the hour is the philosophy 

formulated by the state and people that ‘war is not an option’. 

As global citizens, we face one of the major problems of global governance. We cannot ignore the economic, 

geographical, and political realities of Pakistan. However, being Muslims, we even value the lives of non-

Muslims, so the lives of a large number of Muslims in a region are of great importance to us. 

There is an interesting anecdote by Syed Ali Geelani in Rudad-e-Qafs. He says that when he was preparing these 

memoirs in prison, he was confused and did not know whether it will be useful or not. In the meantime, Muslim 

Brotherhood leader Umar al-Tilmisani, in his book Yadon Ki Amanat, said, “To me, advice and guidance for 

salvation are two of the most important reasons which inspired me to write down these memories.” 

He also clarified, “Apparently I am writing a memoir of my life, but actually this is a memoir of Kashmir.” 

The preface of the book Rudad-e-Qafs was written by Prof. Khurshid Ahmad and in which he cited Geelani’s 

speech that highlighted the role of Pakistan. The timing of the speech was critical as it was delivered when East 

Pakistan announced its separation. Keeping this scenario in view, Ali Geelani said: “If, God forbid, Pakistan does 

not remain in the condition to help and assist us in our struggle to achieve freedom and justice, it does not mean 

that we have withdrawn from our right. In fact, in the long last, Allah Almighty Himself will help us exist and we 

are striving hard for His pleasure and for His benevolence.” 

This quote gives an idea of Syed Geelani’s hope and effort to attain God’s pleasure. Because of the power of 

hope, no oppression and violence affected him. His goal was not only freedom but higher than that; this is the 

legacy and ideology of Syed Geelani. 



10 | P a g e  

The problem is many times bigger than the laws based on human services. What about human rights? Will the 

Kashmir problem be solved by ending the violations? Moreover, is there no general human rights violation issue 

beyond that of prisoners? By releasing them or providing them some facilities in jails or withdrawing Indian 

troops, will the problem be solved? No. The problem is not an internal matter of India. India makes freedom 

fighters look like separatists. The use of expressions like ‘they make money’ regarding jihad and the armed 

struggle for Kashmir is the worst kind of abuse. The people of Kashmir are not separatists. They have the right to 

self-determination. 

According to us, the ideal situation is the implementation of the resolutions of the UN Security Council. All the 

suggestions presented here are important. I understand that war also has many fronts. No doubt Pakistan has made 

mistakes, but in the world system we live in, it is not enough to simply bad-mouth each other. Kashmir must be 

considered as a war front, including its internal affairs. Understanding the issue is important as it will increase 

our abilities. Otherwise blaming will only increase the desperation of Kashmiris which is also India’s source of 

motivation. Disunity is not right for us.

Prof. Khurshid Ahmad, Patron-in-Chief and Founding Chairman, IPS 

Today is the first death anniversary of my respected brother and leader of the Kashmiri 

freedom movement, Syed Ali Geelani. He was an inspiration to us in his life and even after 

his death. He is still guiding us like a bright light. I have had a very close relationship with 

him. I met him three times. He was a great man, a great leader, the real leader of Kashmir’s 

freedom movement, and a lover of scholars like Iqbal. He had a keen eye for the history of 

Muslims. 

I found him to be a great person. He was kind and considerate of others. But, in my eyes, he was beyond an 

individual; he was an ideology. His true ideology is Islam and Pakistan. He presented this ideology to his nation 

and then mobilized them to form a democratic people’s movement which is still present in every corner of 

Kashmir. At the same time, he presented the issue of Kashmir at the international level. 

He took this path with the declaration “We are Pakistanis and Pakistan is ours” and adhered to his goal with so 

much clarity that he eventually sacrificed his life for this. He was tortured, but there was never a moment when 

he drifted away from his path. His self-determination is the thing that made him the most popular leader of 

Kashmir and a great person on the global level. 

Another important thing is that his people’s movement was democratic and free from any party bias. No doubt 

he was the leader of the party but, for Kashmir, he was a true hero. Trust and honesty were the two most important 

pillars in his life. Even his opponents agree with it. He faced all the difficulties with hope and had extreme 

determination for his goal. He constantly affirmed that we shall be successful, God willing. Whether it is Palestine 

or Kashmir, God willing, this movement shall be successful. 

The problem of Kashmir is undoubtedly the problem of the global world. It is part of the agenda of the 1947 

partition and not just a problem for Pakistan. Kashmir, an issue between two nuclear powers, can become an 

extreme threat to international peace and security. The only way to solve this problem is through building 

international pressure by supporting the freedom movement and presenting this cause to the world. 

India, on the other hand, is playing a very dangerous game as it is changing the demography of Kashmir. The 

Government of Pakistan, its political parties, and the state institutions need to realize the urgency of the situation 

and pay much-needed attention to it. In addition, there is the question of subjugation as well. Thus, there can be 

no more dangerous situation than this. The need of the hour is to stop and resist the Indian motives strongly by 

gathering massive support for the Kashmir freedom struggle. 

Kashmiris have the right to self-determination, for which international law has allowed the use of force. The use 

of force for the Kashmiri struggle can’t be termed terrorism. It is their right and a part of just war. It is crucial to 

bring the world’s attention to this and create public opinion in favor of the Kashmir cause. With this, we may pay 

a true tribute to the efforts of Syed Geelani. 

 



11 | P a g e  

Farzana Yaqoob, General Secretary, IPS Working Group on Kashmir 

Syed Ali Geelani is out of our sight, but not from our hearts. These kinds of discussions are 

to protect the seeds that have been planted in our hearts by him. You are being entrusted to 

write about us, our struggles, and our sufferings. Whatever the world is getting to know about 

us is being presented by India, which is not true. In this regard, IPS is playing its part, and 

God willing, we will continue to do so.
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