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Experts warn Russia-Ukraine war has risked credibility, 
future of the World Order

The Russia-Ukraine conflict has not only created 
a worldwide political, diplomatic, economic, food 
and energy crisis but has also exposed the 
double standards of the world powers towards 
the principles of international politics and global 
governance.
This was stated by experts at a one-day 
international conference ‘Russia-Ukraine War: 
Causes, Dynamics and Implications’, organized 
by IPS on March 30, 2022.

The international speakers of the conference 
included Dr Ivan Safranchuk, director, Centre for 
Euro-Asian Studies, MGIMO University, 
Moscow, Dr Akis Kalaitzidis, professor of 
international relations at University of Central 
Missouri, Prof Zhang Jiegen, executive director, 
Pakistan Study Centre, Institute of International 
Studies, Fudan University, and Iliya Kusa, IR 
Analyst, Ukranian Institute for the Future, Kyiv.

Continued on Page 02

‘Geopolitics of Maritime Silk Road: Power Shift or 
Competitive Coexistence’

Continued on Page 04

The connectivity 
through sea is at 
the very heart of the 
growing phenome-
non where the world 
is getting increas-
ingly interconnected 
through different 
roads, routes and 
corridors. The 
Chinese Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI) 
has played a 

stimulating role in this regard and following its 
announcement, concerning states – especially 
the coastal ones – have been compelled to 
pursue the policy of competitive coexistence 
due to hyper-sensitivities on the oceanic routes. 
These developing trends in the maritime 
domain were analyzed at length during a 
seminar titled ‘Geopolitics of Maritime Silk 
Road: Power Shift or Competitive Coexistence’, 
which was co-organized by IPS and Maritime 
Study Forum (MSF) on March 3, 2022.
The sitting was chaired by Vice Admiral Iftikhar 

The Kashmir conflict is ingrained with numerous 
constraints and complexities, and it only 
continues to get more and more compounded 
as time passes. The conflict demands the 
international community’s attention and 
arbitration to be resolved for the sake of the 
millions of lives of the region’s inhabitants, and 
the peace the people of Pakistan and India 
deserve to progress for the future.
These views were expressed by Victoria 
Schofield, an eminent British historian, author, 

scholar and 
biographer with a 
particular interest 
in South Asia and 
Kashmir conflict, 
during an exclusive 
talk held on the 
topic of ‘Kashmir: 
The Way Forward’ 
on February 26, 
2022.

Kashmir conflict continues to affect millions of lives, 
international mediation critical: Schofield 
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The regional geopolitical situation in the wake of the 
US withdrawal from Kabul and Pakistan’s response to 
its challenges occupied most of IPS’ attention during 
the last quarter. It is also at this time of the year when 
the annual meeting of the Institute’s National 
Academic Council (NAC) takes place, reviewing its 
progress in the preceding year and suggesting issues 
to take up moving ahead.
The much-hyped issue of ‘forced conversion’ in 
Pakistan remained another critical topic under 
discussion as the Institute hosted a gathering of 
concerned academics and civil society activists who 
refuted the existence of any such claims. The issue 
also generated two more debates – one within the 
Institute and the other at the Council of Islamic 
Ideology (CII) - attempting to validate the merits of 
these claims, especially in light of the findings of 
recent IPS’ study on the same topic. 
It was a very engaging period for IPS Energy program 
as well which apart from highlighting in an int’l webinar 
Pakistan’s effort to improve environment degradation 
through renewable energy transition, also joined 
hands with AEDB and GIZ to foster a study on 
grid-tied solar photovoltaic systems in Pakistan.
Other significant events held in the quarter including a 
hybrid seminar on 63 years of Gwadar’s retrocession 
to Pakistan; a review meeting on the proposed 
domestic violence bill; roundtable of the Working 
Group on Kashmir; a talk by the Portuguese 
ambassador - who advised Pakistan to benefit from 
the country’s experience in Africa; and a well-attended 
reception in the honor of Dr Amjad Saqib, Akhuwat 
Foundation, who recently received the prestigious 
Ramon Magsaysay Award.
IPS’ joining hands with Inovatian-Asia (Private) 
Limited – a sister concern of int’l technology firm 
Inovatian Inc. – was another highlight of the quarter, 
whereas another MoU with the Institute of Regional 
Studies (IRS), Peshawar was also signed within the 
period.
IPS LEAD – the Learning, Excellence and Develop-
ment program of IPS – hosted five speakers for its 
ongoing oral history project ‘The Living Scripts’; held a 
brainstorming session with the M.Phil. students of 
UMT Lahore’s IR department to discuss their research 
proposals on Africa, and imparted lectures on effective 
governance, trends in higher education research and 
career development in separate sessions and 
exposure visits.
The quarter’s research endeavors yielded four 
insightful briefs on the issues of ‘forced’ conversion, 
regional connectivity and Pakistan’s power sector 
transition, whereas IPS Press – the Institute’s 
publishing arm – brought forth three publications as 
part of a series titled Armughan-e-Khurshid compris-
ing Professor Khurshid’s essays and speeches.

Pressing issues related to the evolving global and 
regional situation were deliberated upon in a 
number of IPS’ events in the last quarter, which 
culminated with a day-long, well-attended, 
international hybrid conference on Russia-Ukraine 
conflict, featuring a galaxy of local and foreign 
experts.
IPS also hosted eminent British historian and South 
Asia expert Professor Victoria Schofield; a meeting 
of the Institute’s dedicated working group on 
Kashmir; and a delegation from Jammu and 
Kashmir Liberation Cell (JKLC) to contemplate over 
Kashmir issue; deliberated on geopolitics of 
maritime silk road in an international webinar, 
Afghanistan’s rehabilitation and Pak-Afghan border 
management; and discussed growing global trends 
of spreading fake news and misinformation through 
media partnering in an international conference at 
the University of Karachi.
There were also other sittings held looking into 
Pakistan’s internal affairs such as election reforms 
and the role of election commission, overview of 
civil services, changing political dynamics in 
Pakistan, and a session of ‘Brainstorming 
Research Ideas’ on governance and public policy 
under its ‘Promoting & Indigenizing Policy 
Research Initiative (PIPRI)’.
Under IPS’ Faith and Society desk, a session with 
renowned scholar Dr Humeira Iqtidar was held to 
discuss ways for decolonization of knowledge; 
while the study group formed to work on Islamic 
social finance for social protection policy conducted 
its second roundtable generating invaluable 
discussion on the subject.
Rich tributes were paid to Prof Khurshid Ahmad, 
IPS’ patron-in-chief and founding chairman for his 
historic contributions for Islam and Pakistan during 
an evening in his honor in Karachi hosted by Faran 
Club, where Armughan-e-Khurshid, a series of 
books based on the compilation of his lifelong 
works were also screened. Two other book 
launches were held during the quarter, too: i) 
Gwatar Bay to Sir Creek: The Golden Coast of 
Pakistan authored by Vice Admiral Iftikhar Ahmad 
Rao (retd), and ii) Pakistan ki Nazariyati Asas, 
Nifaz-e-Shariyat aur Madina ki Islami Riyasat – the 
first book of Armughan-e-Khurshid series, which is 
mainly a compilation of the writings and speeches 
of Prof Khurshid Ahmad in the Senate of Pakistan.
Alongside launching a report on the assessment of 
net-metering based solar systems at IESCO and 
LESCO, IPS’ Energy program provided insights on 
NEPRA’s draft regulations on Microgrids 2021 in an 
online meeting with national and international 
participants, and hosted a delegation from U.S. 
Pakistan Center for Advanced Studies in Energy 
(USPCASE), NUST, to discuss joint research 
endeavors. Continued on Page 03

Victoria Schofield

Dr Maliha Zeba Khan
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For complete rerport, visit:
https://www.ips.org.pk/kashmir-the-way-forward/ 

Vice Admiral Rao’s memoirs underscore coastal communities as stakeholders in seaward 
security: Speakers 

Local communities as stakeholders are an 
essential element for the success of a policy as 
they contribute to national cohesion and 
economic growth if given ownership and 
provided the right opportunities. This holds true 
for the coastal communities, and while acknowl-
edging this aspect, Pakistan Navy follows a 
humanistic approach in its security strategy as 
evinced by various development projects based 
along the country’s coast.
This was highlighted by speakers at the book 
launch ceremony of Gwatar Bay to Sir Creek: 
The Golden Coast of Pakistan – History and 
Memoirs, authored by Vice Admiral Iftikhar 

Ahmed Rao (retd) and published by IPS Press, 
the publishing arm of Institute of Policy Studies. 
The event was organized jointly with National 
Institute of Maritime Affairs on February 3, 2022.
The session was chaired by Admiral (r) Moham-
mad Asif Sandila, former Chief of Naval Staff, 
co-chaired by Khalid Rahman, Chairman IPS, 
and graced as guests of honor by Kanwal 
Shauzab, parliamentary secretary, Ministry of 
Planning Development & Special Initiatives, 
Admiral (r) Muhammad Zakaullah, former Chief 
of Naval Sta�, Lt Gen (r) Tahir Mahmud Qazi 
and Vice Admiral (r) Abdul Aleem, DG-NIMA.
The gathering was also addressed by Ambassa-

dor (r) Khalid Mahmood, chairman, Institute 
of Strategic Studies, Islamabad, Ammara 
Durrani, assistant resident representative, 
Chief Development Policy Unit, UNDP and 
Ambassador (r) Syed Abrar Hussain, vice 
chairman, IPS.
The participants were of the view that the 
book provides insight into the latent human 
angle to Pakistan’s coastline; the develop-
ment potential that has become critical for 
the politics and economics of the region. As 
such it is important to engage and empower 
the local population not just along the coast 
but all over the country for national security.
The book provides a number of pointers 
how to make this happen. It was observed 

that policy formulation is not a mechanical 
process and cannot be done in isolation to 
history and background. It must include 
consultations with stakeholders, as evident from 
various incidents shared in the book.
In this context, the speakers stated that amid the 
current negative narratives about Pakistan, the 
book depicts a success story that how the 
successive governments consistently worked for 
retrocession of Gwadar to Pakistan from Oman, 
which was finally achieved in 1958.
For further details, visit:
https://www.ips.org.pk/vice-admiral-raos-memoirs-underscore-coastal
-communities-as-stakeholders-for-seaward-security-policy-speakers/ 

For further details, visit:
https://www.ips.org.pk/russia-ukraine-war-causes-dynamics-and-
implications/  
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For further details, visit:
https://www.ips.org.pk/second-roundtable-on-support-to-social-
protection-including-social-health-protection/

Zakat economy is the ultimate solution to social, 
economic, and ethical problems of Pakistan, 
advocated speakers during a roundtable session 
titled ‘Support to Social Protection including 
Social Health Protection’ organized by IPS as 
part of its ongoing project to help develop an 
effective Islamic social finance model for 
sustainable social protection that can realize the 
dream of an Islamic welfare state in Pakistan.
The session, held on February 25, 2022, was 
addressed by Khalid Rahman, Chairman, IPS; 
Ambassador (r) Syed Abrar Hussain, vice 
chairman, IPS, Dr Salman Ahmed Shaikh, 
assistant professor, SZABIST, and principal 
investigator of the project, Dr Anwar Shah, 
associate professor, Quaid-i-Azam University, 

Islamabad and 
co-principal investiga-
tor, and Dr Ikram ul 
Haq, secretary, 
Council of Islamic 
Ideology (CII).
Prominent partici-
pants of the session 
included Qanit Khalil, 
chartered accountant; 
Mufti Sharafuddin, 
senior research 
officer, CII, Dr Ashfaq, 
senior research 

officer, CII, Dr Kashif Sheikh, assistant dean, 
Faculty of Social Sciences; Mufti Abu Bakar, 
manager shariah compliance, Silk Bank, 
Jamshed Imtiaz and Faheem Riaz, Zakat and 
Ushr Department, Punjab, Ghazala Ghalib, 
lecturer, IIUI, Dr Muhammad Ayub, director, 
Riphah International University, Jamil Afridi, 
assistant director IT, Zakat & Ushr Department, 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK), Mufti Masood Shah 
from Peshawar, and Naeemullah Khan, deputy 
director, Capital University of Science and 
Technology (CUST), Islamabad.

Zakat economy is ultimate solution to social, economic, 
ethical problemsLeading Pakistani academics, diplomats, security 

and foreign policy analysts including IPS’ Chairman 
Khalid Rahman, Dr Syed Rifaat Hussain, Ambassa-
dor Zamir Akram, Ambassador Masood Khalid, Dr 
Asma Shakir Khawaja, Dr Khurram Iqbal, Syed 
Muhammad Ali, Ambassador Syed Abrar Hussain, 
Brig (r) Dr Tughral Yamin, Brig (r) Dr Attique Ur 
Rehman, and Brig (r) Said Nazir also shared their 
insights on the conflict and its implications.

Continued from Page - 01 
Experts warn Russia-Ukraine...

Continued from Page - 01 

Kashmir conflict continues to...
Schofield, who has visited both sides of the disputed 
territory many times and had opportunities to 
interview locals from both sides to ascertain their 
opinion regarding the whole situation, lamented that 
the people in the Indian occupied territory were still 
living traumatic lives, there were a number of civilian 
deaths and arrests every day, and armed soldiers 
roam the streets.
The speaker termed the whole situation a grave 
humanitarian crisis that needs the urgent attention 
of the world community.
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‘Post-Truth Era: Trends in Media’ | Int’l Conference at KU

Decolonization of knowledge needs a broader, creative push

Educated, skilled, enterprising
Afghan refugees in Pakistan
can fill the void back home”
– Dr Ghulam Farouq Azam

Documentation of Indian War 
Crimes in Kashmir critical

For further details, visit:
https://www.ips.org.pk/documentation-of-indian-war-crimes-in-kashmir
-critical/ 

IPS partnered with the Department of Mass 
Commuication, University of Karachi and 
Greenwich University to organize a two-day 
international media conference ‘Post-Truth Era: 
Trends in Media’, which was held at the 
University of Karachi on February 15-16, 2022.
The conference was presided by Prof Dr Khalid 
Mahmood Iraqi, vice chancellor, University of 
Karachi, having Vice Chancellor Greenwich 
University Seema Mughal as a guest of honor. 
The conference, among other speakers, was 
addressed by Prof Lee Arts, director, Centre for 
Global Studies, Purdue University, US, Prof 
Nico Carpentier, extraordinary professor at 
Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic, 

and Dr Alice Srugies, director of International 
Masters in Communication program, University 
of Gothenburg, Sweden. 
The plenary session, moderated by Samina 
Qureshi, featured Khalid Rahman, chairman 
IPS, Prof Dr Noshina Saleem, director, School 
of Communication, University of the Punjab, Dr 
Moazzam Ali Hashmi, former political affairs 
advisor to the US Consulate in Karachi, and 
Mubarak Zeb Khan, senior journalist, Dawn.
During nine parallel sessions of the two-day 
conference, 26 papers were presented by 
national and international scholars.
For further details, visit:
https://www.ips.org.pk/post-truth-era-trends-in-media/ 

Colonialism, total rejection of which is not 
possible, is an ongoing phenomenon in the 
form of dominance of colonial powers on our 
ideas, philosophies, and theories, whose 
effects are visible in our incapacity to devise, 
define, and understand questions even in 
Islamic studies.
The view was presented by Dr Humeira Iqtidar, 
reader in Politics, King’s College London, in her 
keynote speech during a hybrid seminar titled 
“Decolonizing Islamic Studies”, held on March 
31, 2022.
The seminar was chaired by Professor Dr Qibla 
Ayaz, chairman, Council of Islamic Ideology 
(CII), and moderated by Dr Taimia Sabiha, 
assistant professor, Department of Compara-
tive Religion, International Islamic University, 
Islamabad (IIUI). They were joined by Khalid 
Rahman, chairman, IPS, Professor Dr Fateh 

Muhammad 
Malik, former 
rector of IIUI, 
and Dr Humaira 
Ahmad, 
assistant 
professor, 
Department of 
Islamic Thought 
& Civilization, 
University of 
Management 
and Technology 

(UMT), Lahore, besides researchers and 
scholars who presented their observations.
While probing the prevalent theories, Dr 
Humeira Iqtidar maintained that many political 
theories and philosophies, which are based on 
limited historical experience and European 
quests, have been universalized. Even though 
the decolonizing movement originally started in 
Zimbabwe, South Africa, and other African 
states when they questioned the prevalent 
educational structure and curriculum as the 
legacy of colonialism, it is the European 
centricity that is pervasive in the context of 
understanding decolonialism across the globe. 
No one questions the universality of these 
philosophies as they are inculcated in society 
through knowledge and educational institutes.
For further details, visit:
https://www.ips.org.pk/decolonizing-islamic-studies/  

Admission of a petition by the war crime unit of the 
Metropolitan Police, UK, to investigate and arrest 
those involved in war crimes in the Indian Occupied 
Kashmir has opened up a new vista of opportunities, 
for legal experts in particular, to file such kind of 
petitions in other European countries as well – 
including America and Canada – and pursue them 
vigorously to hold India accountable for atrocities in 
Kashmir
This was the consensus opinion of the participants of 
a meeting titled ‘Human Rights Violations in IoK: 
Significance of the Petition Filed to Metropolitan 
Police, UK’ held on January 27, 2022 under the 
auspices of IPS‘ Working Group on Kashmir 
(IPS-WGK).
The session was addressed as keynote speaker by 
Advocate Nasir Qadri from Legel Forum for 
Oppressed Voices of Kashmir (LFOVK), and 
participated by IPS’ Chairman Khalid Rahman, Vice 
Chairman Ambassador (r) Syed Abrar Hussain, 
Ambassador (r) Ishtiaq Hussain Andrabi, Iftikhar 
Gilani, UK-based Kashmiri journalist, Dr Anwar ul 
Hasan Gilani, vice chancellor, Hazara University, 
Raja Sajjad Khan, director, Jammu & Kashmir 
Liberation Cell (JKLC), Farzana Yaqoob, secretary, 
IPS-WGK, Mirza Qaisar Mahmood, and IPS team 
members Naufil Shahrukh and Sabur Ali Syed.

IPS LEAD – the learning, excellence and develop-
ment program of IPS - on the other hand, collabo-
rated with Capital University of Science and 
Technology (CUST) to engage its students in a joint 
volunteer program, held a workshop on research 
methodology with Karachi University, and facilitated 
lectures of Chairman IPS on the topics of leader-
ship, governance and academic research.
Three IPS Press publications hit the racks during 
the period, IPS biannual journal Nuqta-e-Nazar 
offered two new editions, and seven parts of a 
series of briefs on the conduct of Pakistan’s foreign 
policy from 2018-2020 were also published.
A condolence reference in the memory of IPS’ 
senior associate Ambassador (r) Tajammul Altaf 
was also organized, which was attended by a large 
number of his family, friends and colleagues from 
the Foreign Office.

Continued from Page - 01 
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Adv Nasir Qadri and Amb (r) Syed Abrar Hussain
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Book Launch | ‘Pakistan ki Nazariyati Asaas, Nifaz-e-Shariyat 
aur Madina ki Islami Riyasat’

Report Launch | ‘Assessment of Net-Metering Based Solar 
Systems Installed at IESCO & LESCO’

“Rehabilitation of Afghanistan requires consistent support 
from other countries”- An observer’s account 

Renewable energy experts and policy 
practitioners have urged all stakeholders – 
involving policy circles, regulatory authorities, 
public sector organizations, research organiza-
tions, academic institutions and the business 
community – to synergize their efforts to 
increase the share of renewable energy uptake 
in the country.
They were speaking at the launch of a research 
study titled ‘Assessment of Net-Metering Based 
Solar Systems Installed at IESCO & LESCO’, 
which was conducted by a team of researchers 
at Institute of Policy Studies, with the support of 
Alternative Energy Development Board (AEDB) 

and GIZ Pakistan.
The report launching ceremony, which was held 
on March 1, 2022, was chaired by Mirza Hamid 
Hasan, former federal secretary, Water and 
Power and chair, IPS’ steering committee on 
Energy, Water & Climate Change.
Shah Jahan Mirza, CEO, AEDB and MD, Private 
Power Infrastructure Board (PPIB), Ministry of 
Energy (Power Division), Chairman IPS Khalid 
Rahman, Ali Zain Banatwala, REEE Team 
Leader, GIZ, Faiz Muhammad Bhutta, Solar PV 
expert, Dr Hassan Abdullah Khalid, technical 
lead of the research project and Solar PV 
expert, and Asad Mehmood, director (Technical), 
National Energy Efficiency and Conservation 
Authority (NEECA) addressed the participants.
A presentation about the outcomes of the study 
was delivered on the occasion by Hamza 
Naeem and Lubna Riaz, researchers from IPS’ 
Energy, Water and Climate Change Program.

In a briefing session held at IPS on February 7, 
2022, Senior IPS Associate Amanullah Khan 
shared insights from his recent visit to Afghani-
stan. The visit, which took place from January 
27 to February 2, 2022 as part of a delegation of 
Islamic Interest-Free Microfinance, was done 
with a view to assess the prevailing environment 

in the country following the establishment of a 
new regime, as well as to weigh in over the 
prospects of post-conflict development in 
Afghanistan through Islamic interest-free 
microfinancing.

Continued from Page - 01  
Geopolitics of Maritime Slik Road...
Ahmed Rao HI (M) (retd) and graced by Commodore 
Jawad Akhtar Khokhar, advisor, Maritime Affairs, 
Ministry of Planning, Development, and Special 
Initiatives, as the Guest of Honor. Dr Maliha Zeba 
Khan, assistant professor, National University of 
Modern Languages (NUML), Islamabad was the 
keynote speaker, whereas Lokman Karadag, a 
research scholar from International Islamic Universi-
ty, Malaysia and Attal Khan, lecturer, NUML, also 
delivered their presentations on their respective 
topics. Professor Dr Fakhar ul Islam, University of 
Peshawar, Commodore (r) Baber Bilal Haider, and Sr 
IPS Associate Amanullah Khan also joined the 
session as discussants. 
In the opening remarks of the discussion, Vice 
Admiral Iftikhar Rao said that due to the importance 
of the Indian Ocean in the world economy, the 
primacy of Maritime Silk Road (MSR) has increased. 
Linking the land and sea route is crucial because it 
will enable Pakistan to benefit from both sides of BRI.

For further details, visit:
https://www.ips.org.pk/book-launch-of-pakistan-ki-nazariyati-
asaas-nifaz-e-shariat-aur-madina-ki-islami-riyasat/ 

For further details, visit:
https://www.ips.org.pk/an-overview-of-civil-services-of-pakistan/ 

For further details, visit:
https://www.ips.org.pk/geopolitics-of-maritime-silk-road-power-shift-
or-competitive-coexistence/   

For further details, visit:
https://www.ips.org.pk/report-launch-assessment-of-net-metering-
based-solar-systems-installed-at-iesco-lesco/

For further details, visit:
https://www.ips.org.pk/rehabilitation-of-afghanistan-requires-
consistent-support-from-other-countries-an-observers-account/ 

There is an increasing trend in Pakistan, 
especially within the youth, to celebrate their 
distinct identity, culture and civilization. This is 
despite the numerous deliberate efforts made by 
the adversaries to spread negativity, despair and 
indifference within the nation towards the 
country’s ideology, its strength and its future. 
There is thus a dire need to keep reminding, 
educating and sensitizing the nation about the 
rationale and significance of its ideology and 
how it can serve as the driving force for a 
prosperous future of the country. The first 
publication of Armughan-e-Khurshid series goes 
on to address exactly these objectives.

These thoughts were expressed unanimously by 
the speakers during the book launching 
ceremony of a recent IPS Press publication 
Pakistan Ki Nazriyati Asas, Nifaz-e-Shariyat Aur 
Madina ki Islami Riyasat. The book comes from 
a series of publications which compiles the 
writings and speeches of the veteran politician 
and eminent scholar Professor Khurshid Ahmad 
on a variety of subjects of national significance.
The ceremony, which was co-organized by IPS 
and the University of Haripur on March 3, 2022, 
was jointly chaired by Dr Anwar ul Hasan Gilani, 
vice chancellor, University of Haripur (UoH) and 
Chairman IPS Khalid Rahman, moderated by 
IPS’ Senior Research Associate Dr Shahzad 
Iqbal Sham, and addressed by Professor Dr 
Bahadur Shah, former dean, Social Sciences, 
Hazara University, Mansehra, Dr Sultan 
Mahmood Qazi, associate professor and 
director, Pakistan Study Centre, Abbottabad 
University, Dr Junaid Akbar, HoD, Islamiyat, 
University of Haripur, and Syed Nadeem Farhat, 
senior research officer at IPS.

‘An overview of civil services of
Pakistan’ 

The civil services form an important element of 
national progress and development, as being a 
fundamental administrative unit, they forge a direct 
impact on various matters of national significance. 
They not only deliver services, but also offer 
leadership at numerous levels of national adminis-
tration and governance.
This overview of civil services was presented by 
Fasih Uddin, senior IPS associate and former chief 
economist, Planning Commission of Pakistan, 
during an interactive session held at IPS on 
February 21, 2022.
The session was presided over by Chairman IPS 
Khalid Rahman and attended by Ambassador (r) 
Syed Abrar Hussain, vice chairman, IPS and Syed 
Abu Ahmed Akif, former federal secretary, alongside 
the Institute’s research faculty.
Discussing the importance, history and evolution of 
civil services in Pakistan, the speaker explained that 
the contemporary civil service structure in Pakistan 
has gradually evolved from the pre-independence 
civil service framework, which itself finds its roots in 
the mid-nineteenth century. 

Dr Anwar ul Hasan Gilani

Mirza Hamid Hasan and Hamza Naeem

Naufil Shahrukh and Fasih Uddin
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The inadequate amount of forest space and green 
cover in Pakistan is a point of serious concern as 
the lack thereof is not only hazardous for environ-
mental security and sustainability, but also raises 
survival risks for humans and wildlife alike.
The danger was signaled out by Shahzad Qureshi, 
the founder of Urban Forests – a project for 
creating tiny forests in urban areas using the 
Japanese Miyawaki method – during a sitting held 
at IPS on February 7, 2022.

Qureshi revealed in his presentation that the 
number of trees globally have been reduced from 6 
trillion to 3 trillion because of increase in global 
mean temperature, which is caused by human 
activities. The green cover of Karachi itself is even 
less than 1% according to Husqvarna Urban Green 
Space Index (HUGSI) and Crowthers Lab, he 
pointed, and that is why the city witnessed a 
devastating consequence of this phenomenon in 
form of an extreme heat wave in 2015, which 
resulted in a number of deaths alongside material loss.

‘Urban forestry through 
Miyawaki technique’

IPS, Inovation Asia sign agreement for joint venture in 
ICT-based solutions for governance

In wake of the growing security concerns on 
Pak-Afghan border areas and persistent tension 
over the Durand Line, a session titled ‘Pak-Afghan 
border management and creation of new opportu-
nities’ was held at IPS on January 26, 2022.

A presentation on the topic was delivered by 
Najeeb Ullah, a trainee at IPS, whose talk covered 
the domains of border management, local 
engagements, emerging opportunities and security 
context, encapsulating the issues like the rule of 
law, security sector, institution building, dialogues 
and grand jirgas, creation of economic and social 
opportunities, and monitoring of entry/exit gates 
and routes.

‘Pak-Afghan border 
management and creation of
new opportunities’

05

A collaboration agreement signed between 
Inovation Asia Pvt. Ltd and Institute of Policy 
Studies (IPS), Islamabad on March 1, 2022 is 
set to pave way for the establishment of a centre 
of excellence for ICT-based solutions for 
governance and academic excellence. The 
agreement was signed by Mohammad Kashif 
Siddiqui, president, Inovation Asia Pvt. Ltd and 
Naufil Shahrukh, GM Operations at IPS. A 
blockchain technology enabled data centre is 

being set up 
within the 
Institute's 
premises in 
the first 
phase of the 
plan.
For further details, visit:
https://www.ips.org.pk/ips-inovation-asia-sign-agreement-for-joint-
venture-in-ict-based-solutions-for-governance/

For further details, visit:
https://www.ips.org.pk/urban-forestry-through-miyawaki-technique/ 

For further details, visit:
https://www.ips.org.pk/pak-afghan-border-management-and-creation-of-new
-opportunities/ 

‘Election Reforms and Role of Election Commission & 
                                                                          Parliament’

An interactive discussion was held with Dr 
Nasreen Hussain Pervez, former provincial 
election commissioner for Balochistan on the 
topic of ‘Election Reforms and Role of Election 
Commission & Parliament’ on March 4, 2022.
Dr Pervez, who was the first woman to be 

appointed provincial election commis-
sioner, presented an overview of how 
common people perceive general 
elections, revealing that their lack of 
confidence in the system results in a 
disbelief that their vote will not make 
any difference, which consequently 
results in a decrease in voter turnout.
The discussion also covered some 
prevailing problems within the country’s 
political and electoral systems, the 

general societal mindset, the idea of voter 
awareness programs, as well as the need for 
having a strong accountability mechanism.

‘Changing Patterns of 
Political Dynamics in Pakistan: 
Exploring Grassroots Social 
and Political Realities’

Session with Syed Abu 
Ahmad Akif (SI) on KIBF 
sidelines

Urbanization, digital empowerment, increased 
religiosity, and increased citizen participation, 
among others, are some factors that significantly 
impact politics and society in Pakistan. Since all 
these actors come into play at all levels and 
dimensions, they also have implications on 
national politics, including voting trends as well as 
the outcome of the election itself.
A spotlight on this phenomenon was thrown by 
Nazeer Ahmed Mahar, founder and CEO of The 
Research Initiative (TRI), while taking a reference 
out of his recently launched study ‘Changing 
Patterns of Political Dynamics in Pakistan: 
Exploring Grassroots Social and Political 
Realities’, during an interactive session held at 
IPS on February 23, 2022.

IPS Press – the publishing and bookselling arm 
of Institute of Policy Studies – hosted an evening 
with Syed Abu Ahmad Akif (SI) – a former federal 
secretary, member IPS-National Academic 
Council, and a literary figure, with several books 
to his credit as an author, translator, and editor.
The event held on January 2, 2022 in the 
sidelines of the 16th Karachi International Book 
Fair (KIBF) attracted a number of book lovers 
from different walks of life.
Akif has recently edited an anthology of case 
studies on governance in Pakistan titled Breaking 
the Breakers (IPS Press, 2021) and has 
translated in Urdu the memoirs of Azmat Ashraf 
Refugee (Dar-ul-Kashf, 2022). 

For further details, visit:
https://www.ips.org.pk/election-reforms-and-role-of-election-
commission-parliament/ 

For further details, visit:
https://www.ips.org.pk/an-evening-with-syed-abu-ahmad-akif-si/ 

For further details, visit:
https://www.ips.org.pk/changing-patterns-of-political-dynamics-in
-pakistan-exploring-grassroots-social-and-political-realities/ 

Chairman IPS Khalid Rahman and Dr Nasreen H Pervez

Shakil Khan and Syed Abu Ahmad Akif (SI) 

Shahzad Qureshi

Najeeb Ullah and Amb (r) Syed Abrar Hussain

Naufil Shahrukh and Nazeer A Mahar
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A three-member delegation from Jammu and 
Kashmir Liberation Cell (JKLC) visited IPS on 
January 22, 2022 and had a detailed meeting with 
the Institute’s faculty over various issues of 
common interests.
The visiting delegation was headed by JKLC 
Secretary Ijaz Hussain Lone and comprised 
Najeeb ul Ghafoor and Khan Afsar, whereas IPS 
was represented by its GM Operations Naufil 
Shahrukh and team members Syed Nadeem 
Farhat, Sabur Ali Syed, Raja Farrukh Zeb, Shafaq 
Sarfraz and Mohammad Wali Farooqi.

A delegation from JKLC 
visits IPS

06

FO, IPS colleagues pay homage to late Amb Tajammul Altaf

IPS, USPCASE-NUST to hold joint research on energy and 
power sector policies

Rich tributes were paid to late Ambassador (r) 
Tajammul Altaf, who left for his heavenly abode 
following a brief illness, by his several colleagues 
at the Foreign Office and IPS during a condolence 
reference held in his memory at the Institute on 
February 22, 2022.
The gathering, which Chairman IPS Khalid 
Rahman presided over, was participated by family, 
friends, colleagues and contemporaries of the late 
diplomat such as Ambassador (r) Shamshad 
Ahmad Khan, former foreign secretary, Ambassa-
dor (r) Syed Abrar Hussain, IPS’ vice chairman, 
Ambassador (r) Ayaz Wazir, Ambassador (r) 
Ishtiaq Hussain Andrabi, Ambassador (r) Moham-
mad Aqil, Ambassador (r) Naila Chohan, Ambassa-
dor (r) Mohsin Raza, Mirza Hamid Hasan, former 
federal secretary, Brigadier (r) Tughral Yamin, 

Naufil Shahrukh, IPS’ GM Operations, and Sabur 
Altaf, the son of late Amb Tajammul Altaf.
Shakil Asghar, additional secretary, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs (MoFA) represented Pakistan’s 
Foreign Secretary Sohail Mahmood in the 
condolence meeting and termed the passing away 
of Ambassador (r) Tajammul Altaf as a great loss.

A delegation from U.S. Pakistan Center for 
Advanced Studies in Energy (USPCASE), 
National University of Science and Technology 
(NUST) visited IPS on January 27, 2022 to 
discuss different arenas of cooperation and 
collaboration in promoting policy-oriented 
research, especially to address the pressing issue 
of the power sector of Pakistan.
The visiting delegation, which was headed by Dr 
Adeel Waqas, dean and principal, NUST, and 
comprised Dr Majid Ali, HoD, Department of 
Thermal Engineering and Fawad Khan, industry 
liaison officer, was welcomed by Chairman IPS 

Khalid Rahman along with the Institute’s team 
including GM Operations Naufil Shahrukh, Senior 
Research Officer Syed Nadeem Farhat, Manager 
Outreach Shafaq Sarfraz, and Research Officers M 
Wali Farooqui, Hamza Naeem and Lubna Riaz.

An evening in the honor of Professor Khurshid Ahmad

An evening in the honor of eminent economist, 
intellectual, statesman and patron-in-chief of IPS 
Professor Khurshid Ahmad was held in Karachi at 
Faran Club on March 23, 2022.
The event also introduced the recent series of 
books titled Armughan-e-Khurshid, based on the 
compilations of Professor Khurshid Ahmad’s 
lifelong works and speeches, and being 
published by IPS Press – the publishing arm of 
Institute of Policy Studies, Islamabad.
Presided over by Chairman IPS Khalid Rahman, 
the ceremony was addressed online by Professor 

Khurshid Ahmad, Dr Anis Ahmad, 
chairman, Rehmatul-lil-Alameen 
Authority and the younger brother of 
Prof Khurshid Ahmad, Prof Tanzeem 
Wasti, a close friend of Prof Khurshid 
Ahmad, Zahoor Ahmed Niazi, a 
well-known journalist from London, 
Dr Mohsin Ansari, president, Islamic 
Circle of North America from the US, 
whereas Dr Shahida Wizarat, dean, 
Institute of Business Management, 
Karachi, Zaigham Mahmood Rizvi, 

chairman, National Platform for Housing 
Research, Bashir Jan Mohammad, an eminent 
industrialist, and Dr Irfan Haider, vice chancellor, 
Zia ud Din University, Karachi, spoke about the 
personality of the distinguished scholar. The 
ceremony was moderated by senior TV anchor 
Aniq Ahmed, while the vote of thanks was 
delivered to the distinguished guests and 
participants by Nadeem Iqbal Advocate, general 
secretary, Faran Club.
For further details, visit:
https://www.ips.org.pk/an-evening-in-the-honour-of-professor-
khurshid-ahmad/  

For further details, visit:
https://www.ips.org.pk/a-delegation-from-jklc-visits-ips/

For further details, visit:
https://www.ips.org.pk/ips-provides-insights-on-nepra-draft-
regulations-on-microgrids-2021/ 

Sharing Insights 

Chairman IPS Khalid Rahman visited Karachi 
Press Club (KPC) on March 24, 2022 on the 
invitation of its general secretary Rizwan Bhatti 
and had an interactive session with the members 
of the Club’s governing body.
Maqsood Yusufi, Allauddin Khanzada, Sohail 
Afzal, Sajid Aziz, Raja Kamran, Khalil Nasir, 
Masood Anwar, Hanif Akbar, Wajeehuddin 
Siddiqui, Mohammad Aslam Khan and other 
senior journalists were present on the occasion. 
Karachi-based IPS Associate and social worker 
Shafiqullah Ismail was also present on the 
occasion.

It is estimated that around 60 million population 
of Pakistan is settled in off-grid and non-compli-
ant areas of the distribution grid, which majorly 
constitute different regions of northern Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan. Due to excessive 
costs incurred to extend the transmission system 
to these far-flung areas, microgrids can be a 
sustainable solution for electrification through 
conventional and renewable energy.
This was the context over which a meeting on 
NEPRA’s draft regulations on Microgrids, 2021 
was conducted on January 21, 2022. 
The online meeting was chaired by Chairman 
NEPRA Tauseef Farooqui and participated by 
over 50 experts from various national and 
international organizations, whereas the insights 
over the topic were presented by Mirza Hamid 
Hasan, chairman, IPS Energy, Water and 
Climate Change program.

Chairman IPS invited at 
Karachi Press Club

IPS provides insights on 
NEPRA draft regulations on 
Microgrids, 2021 

Shakil Asghar, Additional Secretary, MoFA
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A workshop titled ‘Research Methodology: 
Theory and Practice in Activist Policy Research’ 
was held in collaboration with Karachi University 
on January 7, 2022. 
The online workshop, which aimed at developing 

and enhancing the participant’s understanding of 
applied research, was conducted by IPS 
Researcher Sufi Ghulam Hussain and attended 
by the University’s students from the Department 
of Mass Communication.
Sufi apprised the workshop participants about the 
connection between grassroot research, 
advocacy and public policy in detail. He 
highlighted how good applied research can help 
fulfill various media and journalism goals, and 
then go on to influence key opinion leaders and 
common men, eventually having an impact on 
the policymaking corridors.

‘Research Methodology: Theory and Practice in Activist 
Policy Research’

A lecture on leadership

For further details, visit:
https://www.ips.org.pk/research-methodology-theory-and-practice-
in-activist-policy-research/ 

For further details, visit:
https://www.ips.org.pk/carrying-out-research-on-wider-contemporary
-issues-is-the-need-of-the-hour-chairman-ips/ 

IPS’ initiative to bridge policy and researchers

There is a pressing need to bridge the gap between 
public policy and academic research and revolution-
ize higher education research in Pakistan. IPS, as 
part of its ‘Promoting & Indigenizing Policy 
Research Initiative’, aims to form this vital link 
between policy practitioners and policy researchers.
It was in this context, the inaugural session of 
‘Brainstorming Research Ideas – Governance and 
Public Policy’, was held at IPS on March 29, 2022 

with Dr Syed Tahir Hijazi, member of IPS’ National 
Academic Council, eminent academician and 
policy practitioner, who is leading this project. 
Present on the occasion were Khalid Rahman, 
chairman IPS, Naufil Shahrukh, General Manager 
Operations, IPS, Mirza Hamid Hasan, former 
federal secretary, and other participants.
The initiative aims to create a countrywide 
community of policy researchers to address 
governance issues through research and 
exchange of ideas. The role of eminent research 

supervisors in universities is critical for the success 
of this project. IPS will facilitate the supervisors and 
research students by providing them complete 
guidance, connectivity in the policy circles, data, 
and meaningful insights through a pool of mentors 
across the country, including retired and serving 
bureaucrats volunteering for this national cause.

“Carrying out research on 
wider contemporary issues
is the need of the hour” 

A delegation of participants from a workshop being 
conducted at Idara-e-Ilm-o-Tehqeeq visited IPS on 
March 11, 2022 as part of an exposure visit.
The delegates, which comprised research level 
students from different religious education 
institutions, were presented with an overview of 
the Institute’s mission, goals and ongoing activities 
by Senior Research Officer Syed Nadeem Farhat.
The presentation was followed by an address of 
Chairman IPS Khalid Rahman, who expressed his 
pleasure over the trend where religious education 
institutions were opening up to carry out research 
on wider contemporary issues.

As part of its Volunteer Program, IPS collaborated 
with Capital University of Science and Technolo-
gy's Volunteer in Service (CUST-VIS) program 
with an aim to engage young students from the 
University and acquaint them with a professional 
working environment by getting them involved in 
a variety of research and academic activities at 
the Institute. 
During their two-week long association with the 
Institute, which lasted from February 22 to March 
7, 2022, the volunteering students were provided 
the opportunity to participate in various seminars 
and discussions with subject specialists, and 
perform certain tasks assigned to them by 
different departments of the Institute.
Kickstarting the initiative formally, an orientation 
session with fifteen volunteers from the University 
was held on February 22, 2022 in which they 
were given a formal introduction of the Institute by 
its GM Operations Naufil Shahrukh and Senior 
Research Officer Syed Nadeem Farhat. The duo 
briefed the volunteers about different activities of 
the Institute, also highlighting the role and 
significance of a research institution like IPS in a 
modern-day policy development environment.

The orientation session was followed by a 
discussion on February 28, 2022, in which Sufi 
Ghulam Hussain, a researcher at the Institute, 
apprised them about the reality behind the 
much-hyped issue of forced conversion in 
Pakistan, elaborating on the way how and why 
the narrative of forced conversion of 1000 young 
girls per year was being generated and propagat-
ed within and outside the country.
The volunteers then took part in an interactive 
session with IPS Chairman Khalid Rahman on 
March 1, 2022, who enlightened the students 
about the essence, importance and impact of 
volunteerism in a modern-day society, while 
apprising how they can render their volunteering 
services within the ambit of their relevant fields. 
The concluding session, which was held at the 
Institute on March 7, 2022, was again facilitated 
by Chairman IPS, who pointed out the ways in 
which young people of Pakistan can play their 
part in securing and building national narratives 
through a mature and responsible use of social 
media and other modern channels of information 
sharing. 

07

Chairman IPS Khalid Rahman delivered a lecture 
on leadership at the Youth Leadership Camp – a 
two-day training for future leaders organized by 
Youth Empowerment Society (YES) on February 
5-6, 2022.

IPS’ Volunteers Program with 
CUST-VIS concludes

For further details, visit:
https://www.ips.org.pk/indigenizing-policy-research/

‘Islamic Approach to 
Governance’

Chairman IPS Khalid Rahman delivered a 
presentation on the topic of ‘Islamic Approach to 
Governance’ to a group of students from the law 
department of National University of Science and 
Technology (NUST), which were visiting the 
Institute along with their teaching faculty on March 
11, 2022 as part of an exposure trip.
For further details, visit:
https://www.ips.org.pk/islamic-approach-to-governance/  

Sufi Ghulam Hussain

Dr Tahir Hijazi and Naufil Shahrukh
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Balochistan ki Surat-e-Haal: Masayel ki Nauiyat, Asbaab aur Hal

Aa’een-i-Pakistan 1973 aur Islam: Martial Law, Adalia aur 
Parlimaan ka Kirdaar

Economics and Economic
Policy: Islamic Perspective

For further details, visit:
https://www.ips.org.pk/balochistan-ki-surat-e-haal-masayel-ki-nauiyat-
asbaab-aur-hal/

For further details, visit:
https://www.ips.org.pk/economics-and-economic-policy-
islamic-perspective/

Author: Professor 
Khurshid Ahmad
Editor: Khalid Rahman
Year/Edition: 2022
Language: Urdu 
Binding: Paperback
Pages: 222

The book, which is the 
eighth publication under 
Armughan Khurshid 

series, contains speeches and writings of 
Professor Khurshid Ahmad on the situation in 
Balochistan. The book indentifies the political, 
social and economic problems of Balochistan 
along with their causes, the role of provincial and 
federal governments in not resolving these 
problems, the role of various external forces in 
Balochistan, their plans, and how can these 
issues be resolved?
Just like the other books of the series, the writings 

included in this book have been compiled with the 
help of Professor Khurshid’s speeches in the 
Senate. These speeches also mention some of 
the senate committees to which he was a part of, 
and had also participated in preparing whose 
reports as a member. The summaries and 
recommendations of some of these reports are 
also part of this volume in view of the relevance 
and importance of the topic.
The second part of the book is a report of a 
seminar organized by the Institute of Policy 
Studies and Balochistan Bar Council in Quetta. 
The participants of the seminar included leaders 
from the political and social leadership of 
Balochistan as well as subject experts. In this 
overall context, the discussions presented in the 
book are not only useful for the students, teachers 
and researchers of Pakistan and Balochistan 
studies, but more than that, they provide guidance 
for policy makers as well.
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Author: Dr Shahzad Iqbal 
Shaam
Year: 2022
Edition: 1st
Language: Urdu
Binding: HardBack
Pages: 442

The book under review 
examines the first thirty 
years of the Constitution of 

Pakistan and how military governments and the 
judiciary continued to influence the Islamic 
provisions of the Constitution. Critical review of 
some court decisions based on constitutional 
issues is one of the topics covered in the book. 

This book contains a critical review of judicial 
decisions in the light of the jurisprudential 
repertoire of interpretation texts. On the other 
hand, with the help of the Western interpretation 
of Statutes of the modern legal world, the same 
judicial approach is fully discussed. The author 
examines the effects of the two military regimes 
on the constitutional provisions of this period and 
concludes that two different personal tendencies 
influenced the constitution according to their 
choice. A brief introduction to the twenty-six 
constitutional amendments that have been written 
so far is also mentioned in one chapter. Finally, 
the author outlines the future by comparing the 
military style with the parliamentary style of 
constitutional amendment.

Nuqta-e-Nazar relaunched
Nuqta-e-Nazar – the 
decades old biannual 
journal of IPS, which was 
being brought out diligently 
since 1996-97 – has been 
revived under the editorship 
of Dr Safir Akhtar after a 
lapse of six years. 
The 39th issue of the 
journal was published in the 

previous quarter, whereas the latest 
issues no. 40 and 41 - which apart from featuring 
in-depth reviews and commentaries on Urdu books 
published on the topics of Islam and Pakistan, also 
include reviews of a few travelogues as well as 
biographies of some renowned scholars - were 
brought out within this quarter. 

Editor: Muhammad Ayub
Year: 2022
Edition: 1st
Language: English
Binding: HardBack
Pages: 674
Developed and 
Distributed by: IPS 
Press
Publisher: Riphah 
International University 
(RIU), International 

Institute of Islamic Thought (IIIT)

This book discusses a new paradigm for the 
students of economics to prepare them for 
policymaking and implementation in a 
value-based environment. It is to serve as a 
complementary text on principles of economics 
in a different perspective of combining values 
and ethics with market economy – efficiency, 
growth, equity with justice and fair treatment, 
and sacrifice for others as fellow human 
beings. It introduces the contours of ‘beyond 
market economy’ for combining market and 
beyond market factors to achieve shared 
growth and prosperity on broader levels in the 
societies. It thus encourages the students to 
think as economists for policy formulation with 
the objective of equitable and sustainable 
growth of national and global economies.

Assessment of Net-Metering Based Solar 
Systems installed at IESCO & LESCO 

Research Briefs (Q1 2022)

For further details, visit:
https://www.ips.org.pk/aaeen-i-pakistan-1973-aur-islam-martial-law
-adalia-aur-parlimaan-ka-kirdaar-2/   

For further details, visit:
https://www.ips.org.pk/nuqta-e-nazar-issue-no-40/ 
https://www.ips.org.pk/nuqta-e-nazar-issue-no-41/  

https://www.ips.org.pk/assessment-of-net-metering-based-solar-
systems-installed-at-iesco-lesco/

https://www.ips.org.pk/the-conduct-of-pakistans-foreign-policy
-2018-20/

The Conduct of Pakistan’s Foreign Policy - 
Structure, Strengths and Issues (2018-20)

Pakistan-India relations (Part 3)
Pakistan-China relations (Part 4)
Pakistan-US relations (Part 5)
Pakistan-Afghanistan relations (Part 6)
Pakistan-Russia relations (Part 7)
Pakistan’s relations with Iran, Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia (KSA), United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), Turkey and Malaysia (Part 8)
Pakistan’s Engage Africa policy (Part 9) 


